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Cougar Murray Places Second; Blue Devils Velez 5th, Barber 6th at NJSIAA Mat Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

“I think we bumped our heads or
something and he came up a little
dazed,” Barber said.

In the pre-quarterfinals, after a
scoreless first period, Barber’s oppo-
nent, Matt Zovistoski (St. Joseph
Montvale) scored the first point with
an escape in the second period. Bar-
ber escaped in the third, sending the
bout into OT again. With nobody
getting a takedown and each scoring
an escape in their respective 30-sec-
ond periods, Zovistoski chose the
down position in the ultimate
tiebreaker and escaped to salvage the
3-2 victory.

The loss only seemed to fuel
Barber’s fire as he reeled off a series
of victories. After receiving a forfeit
over Jarred Hodges (St. Augustine)
in the first wrestleback, Barber topped
Jordan Velez (West Orange), 3-2, then
Carl Buttitta (JF. Kennedy-Iselin), 5-
3. In the fourth round, Barber nipped
Collin Boylan (Hunterdon Central),
3-2.

Velez, who received a first round
bye by virtue of defeating Inan Sikel
(South Plainfield), 3-2, for the Re-
gion 3 title, dropped a 14-5 decision
to Jack Clark (St. Augustine) in the
pre-quarterfinals. But he rebounded

big time to pin Patrick Swenson
(Cherry Hill East) in 3:30.

“I was tough on top, got a bar and
ran the [heck] out of it,” explained
Velez.

Then after struggling but succeed-
ing to get his first takedown, he added
another single-leg trip takedown in
the second period and an escape in
the third to claim a 5-2 victory over
Tyler Kallensee (River Dell), who
did attempt to turn Velez in the third
period with his leg control maneu-
vers.

“My first takedown in this match
was a single trip too,” said Velez, who
added,” I knew for him to beat me, he
had to get some big points. I saw that
coming, so I wasn’t going to try any-
thing stupid. I worked way too hard
for this. I am going to work harder the
more I wrestle.”

Velez had a rematch with Sikel in
the third round wrestleback and came
up with another 3-2 victory. Next, he
grabbed a 7-3 decision over Kyle
Wojtaszek (Brick Twp.).

Barber and Velez lost their conso-
lation semifinal bouts but Velez then
defeated Michael Ciavarro (North
Hunterdon), 3-2, to capture fifth place
and Barber lost a tough, 6-4, decision
to Zach Wilhelm (Southern Reg.) to
get sixth place.

“Both Matt and Nick had tough
losses in the pre-quarterfinal round.

It’s not often that you see wrestlers
bounce back and battle their way
through the consolation bracket to
make it onto the podium. The fact that
both boys were able to do so, speaks
volumes of their focus and persever-
ance. As soon as they lost on Friday
night, we spoke about regrouping and
taking it one match at a time. They
stuck with the game plan and each
went 4-0 against phenomenal com-
petition on Saturday. Those two per-
formances have to be the gutsiest

efforts I’ve seen and I could not be
more proud of them,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

Cougar Niko Cappello pulled off a
slick four-point move in his opening
160-lb bout with Kyle McIntyre of
Lenape and went on to earn a 4-1
decision.

“I got the single [leg takedown]
from a baseball bat [position style]
and saw him tuck his head down. I
was screaming to myself saying,
‘don’t go for the head’. You lose so
many singles from that. But I thought
I have to do something big. I went for
the head and wrapped up that cradle.
I was trying to get the fall, but his
hands kept blocking my knees,”
Cappello explained.

McIntyre, however, was pretty
crafty as a leg control wrestler and

constantly kept trying to catch
Cappello in nearfalls during the third
period but to no avail.

“I knew he was coming with the
legs, so every time I tried to bait him
and stuck my leg out so he would go
for it. Then I would underhook his leg
and was trying to stick my head un-
der, so I could slip out the back. But
he had my other leg, so I couldn’t do
much from that. It ended up being a
stalemate a couple of times,” Cappello
said.

His first bout in front of a crowd of
over 9,212 people did not seem to
faze him like it has to so many wres-
tlers competing in AC for the first
time.

“In my mind, the bigger the better.
I like big places. The smaller places
get me,” Cappello said.

After dropping a 3-1, two overtime
bout to Jordan Pagano (Bergen Catho-
lic) in the pre-quarterfinals, Cappello
decisioned Tom Nolan (Highland
Regional), 9-2, then lost, 3-0, to Tim
Liquori (Jackson Liberty) in the sec-
ond round wrestleback.

Cougar freshman Tom DiGiovanni
recorded a pair of takedowns and two
escapes to defeat Evan Drill
(Somerville), 6-2, then after losing
via major decision to Kareem Askew
(Clifton) in the pre-quarterfinals, he

lost, 5-4, to Dan Kee (Lakeland).
“The goals I outlined earlier in the

year were to be successful we need to
win the district team title, put ten kids
to the region and put kids on the
podium. I am happy to say we reached
those goals and exceeded others,
Cranford wrestling is still up and com-
ing but we are no longer under the
radar, there was a large following of
parents, family, friends and alumni
cheering our three wrestlers on. It
was great to see the others win their
first matches it’s big for next year,”
Coach Gorman said.

Blue Devil junior John Fuller’s first
bout at 113-lbs will be one that will
linger in his mind for quite some
time. Fuller and Kyle DiNapoli
(Voorhees) went to overtime with the
bout tied, 1-1, after a scoreless stand-
ing period, both competitors escaped
in their respective 30 second down
periods to force a 30-second
tiebreaker. DiNapoli chose down and
Fuller was successfully controlling
him and neared victory. After Fuller
heard a whistle, he stood up believing
that he had won. Unfortunately, there
was :08 remaining and the ref awarded
DiNapoli a point and the victory.
Fuller then lost his wrestleback.

“That was the whistle from the next
mat over. He stopped wrestling. He
thought it was over,” said Coach Kurz
who added, “He could have been

more offensive. You get down here,
you only get so many winnable
matches. You got to take advantage of
them.”

Brearley’s Joe Balboni finished
second at 182-lbs after dropping a 6-
4 overtime decision to defending
champion John Sebastian (Bergen
Catholic). Roselle Park’s Phil Woods
placed third at 182-lbs with a 4-3
decision over Sam Button (West
Morris-Mendham).

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS
126: Craig de la Cruz  (Bound Brk) d.
Kyle Bierdumpfel (Don Bosco), 3-2, tb.
132: Anthony Giraldo (No. Bergen) d.
Mike Magaldo (Watchung Hills), 3-1.
138: Ronnie Gentile (Paulsboro) d.
Gavin Murray (Cranford), 7-5.
145: David McFadden (DePaul) d. Ryan
Burkert (St. Peter’s Prep), 4-3.
152: Jack Clark (St. Augustine) d. Gary
Dinmore (Hunterdon Cent), 3-1, OT.
160: Jonathan Schleifer (E Brunswick)
d. Josh Ugalde (Bound Brk), 6-5.
170: Dillon Artigliere (Roxbury) d. Luke
Farinaro (Don Bosco), 3-1.
182: Johnny Sebastian (Bergen Cath)
d. Joe Balboni (Brearley), 6-4, OT.
195: Anthony Cassar (Montgomery) d.
Ralph Normandia (Franklin), 4-1, 2tb.
220: Bryan Dobzanski (Delsea) d. Zack
Chakonis (Don Bosco), 3-1, tb.
285: Andrew Stevens (Camden) d. Tyler
Gildner (Robbinsville), 3-0.
106: Ty Agaisse (Delbarton) d. Bran-
don Paetzell (Phillipsburg), 1-0.
113: Nick Suriano (Bergen Cath) d.
Patrick D’Arcy (Holy Spirit), 7-0.
120: Anthony Cefalo (Hanover Pk) d.
Michael Russo (St. Pete Prep), 5-1.
Outstanding Wrestler: Sebastian

View Thousands of Homes Online

Linden $315,000
Absolute mint condition, light filled
Sunnyside Colonial style Cape. 1st flr den,
fin basement, CAC & much more!

Agent: Ileen Cuccaro MLS: 3114121

Scotch Plains $569,000
You'll enjoy one floor living in this spacious
3 BR, 2BA Ranch w/lrg fin bsmt located in
the Parkwood section!

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 3123146

Scotch Plains $769,000
Gracious Col, Culdesac, circ drive. Beautiful
home w/LR/DR/EIK/FR, fin bsmt, HW floors.
Very spacious yet cozy.

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3121484

Scotch Plains $825,000
A perfect blend of old charm & today's
modern amenities! 4BR/3.1BA, beautiful
grounds w/heated in ground pool.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3122773

Westfield $614,900
Lovely, stone front Colonial in great location
on beautiful piece of property. CAC, newer
windows, FDR & wood flrs.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3123022

Westfield $674,500
Lots of light, HW flrs & chestnut moldings
set the tone for this fully updated Colonial
w/old world charm. Great location! Dir:
Lamberts Mill to Austin.

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3118394

Westfield $899,000
Charming Col w/4BR 2.1BA in pristine cond
w/many updts! HW flrs, newer kit, MBR w/
fpl & heated in-ground pool.

Agent: Kevin Barry MLS: 3113626

Westfield $1,795,000
"Build to Suit" by Buontempo Builders.
Builder will customize to create your dream
home on beautiful Westfield Lot.

Agent: Gerald Robinson MLS: 3072827

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 3/16 1-4PM
725 Austin Street

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LIFTING FOR THE TAKEDOWN...Cougar Niko Cappello, right, defeated Tom
Nolan (Highland Regional), 9-2, in the NJSIAA 160-lb wrestlebacks.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO SLIP FREE...Cougar Tom DiGiovanni, front, tries to escape the
grasp of Kareem Askew (Clifton) in the NJSIAA 113-lb pre-quarterfinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRAWLING FOR DEFENSE...Blue Devil John Fuller, left, keeps pressure on
Kyle DiNapoli (Voorhees) in his NJSIAA 113-lb preliminary bout.


