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PERFECT…Four Westfield High School eleventh graders achieved perfect
scores in December 2013 on SAT and ACT standardized tests. They include,
pictured, left to right: Jacqueline Napolitano – ACT Science; Brian Johnson –
ACT Science and SAT Math 2 and Nina Wang – SAT Reading and Writing.
Missing from photo is Katherine Ko, who achieved a perfect score on SAT
Writing. This group of students brings the total to 19 of perfect SAT or ACT
scores thus far in the 2013-2014 school year in Westfield.

Westfield, Plainfield Students
Bond With Books And Dance

NEW FOUND FRIENDS…Eighth graders from Roosevelt Intermediate School
in Westfield and Cedarbrook School in Plainfield discussed elements of the
Steinbeck novel “Of Mice and Men” in the Roosevelt cafeteria on February 21.
This is the third year of the exchange program.

WESTFIELD - Eighth graders at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield and Cedarbrook School in
Plainfield wrapped up this year’s Plain-
field/Westfield Exchange Program in a
brand new way.

This past weekend, Westfield stu-
dents joined their new friends at a dance
hosted by the Plainfield School.

“This was the students’ idea,” ex-
plained Roosevelt Language Arts
teacher Matt Kalafat, who is coordina-
tor of the program. “The fact that they
wanted to have a dance with each other
shows an increased level of comfort
and interaction with one another.”

The students from each school first
became acquainted with one another
when studying the novel “Of Mice and
Men” for four weeks, which included
two visits between schools to share
ideas. Roosevelt also established an
online wiki for students from both
schools to communicate between
meetings and discuss multiple ana-
lytical questions about the text.

“We made a lot of friends with
them,” remarked Roosevelt eighth
grader Grace Blake. “And talked with
them online on social networking.”
Classmate Julia Kuhn added, “It was
awkward at first, then became
friendly.”

On February 21, in small groups or
speaking individually in the Roosevelt
cafeteria, the eighth graders expressed
their opinions of the existence of the
American Dream in the novel as well as
in reality, the reaction to murder and
death of some of the novel’s characters,
and the minority experience in the 1930s
and today.

In addition to examining the connec-
tions between the novel and the world,
the students were asked to reflect on
what they learned from each other and
each community during the exchange
program. Every table of students in-
cluded a facilitator from either Westfield
or Plainfield who helped encourage
discussion or answer questions.

Following the discussion period, the
Plainfield eighth graders remained for
lunch and attended afternoon classes
with their Westfield counterparts.

Marking the third consecutive year
of the exchange program, Stewart
Carey, Principal of Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, said, “This is the third
year of the exchange program, which
has grown each year in terms of oppor-
tunities for interaction. Mr. Kalafat and
his Plainfield counterpart, Language
Arts teacher Eleanor Hemphill, both
believe in the value of exposing young
people to demographics they other-
wise do not get a chance to interact
with.”

“If the goal of education is to prepare
students for life after school, I cannot
envision an experience that better
achieves that goal – especially as the
world grows more diverse,” said Mr.
Kalafat.

He added: “Research shows students
at this age learn much from interacting
with fellow students. By setting up a
context in which students from two
different communities can communi-
cate, our students were able to learn
much more than they normally would
have. Both communities were able to
gain unique perspectives about these
themes because of our dialogue.”

Christopher Academy
Participates in ‘Share A Book’

AREA — As part of the school’s
commitment to social awareness the
Christopher Academy Parent Asso-
ciation organized the annual Commu-
nity Service Project. This year, fami-
lies donated books to be distributed to
K.I.D.S. – Kids Corporation II. The
program serves approximately 4,000
children in New Jersey by providing
summer school, after-school pro-
grams, medical exams and follow-up
visits, environmental science, leader-
ship camps and so much more. The
donations help to continue their ef-
forts to raise the level of the educa-
tional system in Newark and other
hard-hit neighborhoods in New Jer-

sey. The students had great fun draw-
ing and sharing pictures to be included
as a welcome to each child receiving a
book.

Christopher Academy, Scotch Plains
and Westfield, has a long-standing tra-
dition of maintaining and fostering civic
responsibility within the structure of a
Montessori curriculum. Maria
Montessori wrote that “the child is both
a hope and a promise for mankind.”
Her words continue to inspire and serve
as the impetus for such activities within
which our students engage in the
Montessori philosophy of community
and global outreach through peace,
compassion and understanding.

SHARING BOOKS...Christopher Academy’s Parent Association organized the
annual Community Service Project as part of the school’s commitment to social
awareness. This year,  families donated books to be distributed to K.I.D.S. – Kids
Corporation II.

PERFECT…The following Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Students scored
800 on the SAT I and/or SAT II Subject Tests. Pictured, bottom row, left to right,
are: Matthew Haas, Austin Kwinta and Andrew Murphy. Center row: Joshua
Lopez, Angelo Chaia, Jessica Banasiak and Yi Lin. Top row: Judah Axelrod,
Alex Livernois, Eric Tannenbaum, Alec Rodriguez, Brian Deutschmeister and
Ryan Nival. Missing from the photo is Alecia Jiang.
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STUDENTS CHANGE HUNGER…Westfield High School ninth Graders, pic-
tured, left to right, Jack Liebling, Mark Kostyack and Cole Feltman receive the
“Students Change Hunger” Award from the Community Food Bank of New Jersey
for their combined efforts in contributing 1,068 pounds of food from September –
November 2013. Presenting the award is Kathy Rosenthal, Food Sourcing Coordi-
nator, joined by Westfield High School Assistant Principal James DeSarno.
Westfield topped nine other schools in Division Six (1501+ students) who were
considered for the award, including state colleges and universities.

JERSEY CITY — James C.
DeAngelo, Principal of Saint Peter’s
Prep in Jersey City, has announced
that the following local residents
have attained honor roll status for
the second marking period of 2013-
2014:

Fanwood: James Wright, Class of
2016, earned Second Honors.

Mountainside: Peter Apicella,
Class of 2014 and Andrew
Dellechiaie, Class of 2015 earned

First Honors. Connor McGee,
Class of 2017 earned Second Hon-
ors. Sean Hess, Class of 2017 earned
an Honorable Mention.

Scotch Plains:  Kyle Krutis, Class
of 2015, Peter Tomljanovic, Class of
2015, David Clancy, Class of 2016,
Kyle Kelly,  Class of 2017 and Theo
MacMillan,  Class of 20 17 earned
First Honors. Matthew Giardiello,
Class of 2014, Joseph Ponterdolph,
Class of 2015, Christopher Debelak,
Class of 2016, Liam

Guarnuccio, Class of 2016, Ben-
jamin MacMillan, Class of 2016,
and Adam Miller, Class of 2017
earned Second Honors. John Vinci,
Class of 2017 earned an Honorable
Mention.

Westfield: Conor Finn, Class of
2014, William Fitzpatrick, Class of
2016 and Sean Mikovits, Class of
2017 earned First Honors. Conor
Gelson, Class of 2014, Sean
Mullman,  Class of 2014, Alexander
Serpico, Class of 2015, Robert
Brancatella,  Class of 2016, John
Lovito, Class of 2016, and Daniel
Manganello, Class of 2017 earned
Second Honors. Honorable Mention
was attained by Nicholas Angeli,
Class of 2014, Giancarlo Rivera,
Class of 2014, Christopher Lee,
Class of 2015, Joseph Manganello,
Class of 2015, Patrick Sweeney,
Class of 2016, Angus Applegarth,
Class of 2017, Thomas Riley, Class
of 2017, and Jackson Tennant,  Class
of 2017.

First Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average of A or higher
(4.0) and no grade lower than a C.
Second Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average at or above the
midpoint between A and B+ (3.7)
and no grade lower than a C.

Honorable Mention is awarded to
students with an average of B+ or
higher (3.5) and no grade lower than
a C.

        INCOME TAX PREPARATION 

   MILLIONS OF RETURNS WERE REJECTED LAST YEAR 

        This year hire a professional and avoid the headache 
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Presented by
Elsa Campos, VMD

Dr. Campos, Maddie and Phoebe

Veterinary Tips

HOW TO FEED A PUPPY
   By feeding on a set schedule, 
your pet will usually then go to the 
bathroom on a more set schedule 
and make housetraining easier 
and faster. It is also important to 
prevent your puppy from gaining 
too much weight, which can pre-
dispose her/him to obesity and its 
associated health problems later 
in life. We are committed to pro-
moting responsible pet ownership 
and preventative health care. Call 
us today for more information or 
to schedule an appointment. Our 
doctors’ house calls last an av-
erage of 45 minutes. We are 
“The Less Stress Vets”.           
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    Though many new puppy par-
ents get nervous about feeding 
their new fur baby, it is really pretty 
easy. First of all, puppies should be 
allowed to nurse from their moth-
ers until they are about six to eight 
weeks old. However, solid food can 
be introduced at about four weeks, 
when puppies may need a bit more 
nutrition than they are getting from 
the milk. Solid food should be moist-
ened to the point at which it feels 
spongy until puppies are eight 
weeks old. Normally the weaning 
process from milk to dry food will 
take a couple of weeks. From wean-
ing until four to six months, puppies 
should eat three times a day; after 
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“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

St. Peter’s Prep Honor Roll

SPFHS Students
Score 800 on SAT

SCOTCH PLAINS - Thirteen Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
seniors and one junior have scored 800
on the SAT I and/or SAT II subject tests.

SPFHS students have excelled in the
following areas: SAT I Writing: Judah
Axelrod, Jessica Bansiak, Alecia Jiang,
and Yi Lin; Sat I Math: Jessica Banasiak,
Yi Lin, Eric Tannenbaum and junior
Matthew Haas; Sat I Critical Reading:
Alecia Jiang and Andrew Muphy; SAT
II Math Level 2: Yi Lin, Eric
Tannenbaum, Angelo Chaia, Brian
Deutschmeister, Judath Axelrod, Jes-
sica Banasiak, Joshua Lopez, and
Alexander Livernois; SAT II Chemis-
try: Judah Axelrod, Jessica Banasiak,
Austin Kwinta, Joshua Lopez, Ryan
Nival and Alex Rodriguez.

www.goleader.com

Concordia University
Dean’s List

ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Concordia
University Ann Arbor officials re-
leased the Fall Dean’s List for the
first semester of the 2013-2014 aca-
demic year. To be eligible for the
honor, students must achieve a mini-
mum 3.50 GPA.

Among the area students named to
the list were: Ryan Bjellquist-Led-
ger,  a junior majoring in, exercise
science.


