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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

payments to the police pension fund,
set by the state, and $14,000 in lower
utility costs, a savings Mr. Petruzzelli
attributed to retrofitting the borough
with energy-efficient lighting.

The borough has seen a tax in-
crease every year since 2001, Ms.
Bruns said, and although the smallest
increase in 12 years was welcome by
most, Councilman Jim Mathieu
sounded less than enthusiastic.

Mr. Mathieu told the story of neigh-
bor, a second generation Garwood
resident, who lost his job and was
forced to sell his home on which he
paid $9,300 in property taxes. His
home has dropped in asking price
from “the 3’s” to at last look,
$279,000. The neighbor’s broker has
told the seller that the home’s prop-
erty taxes were too high.

“I don’t mean to come off nega-
tive,” Mr. Mathieu said. “This has
real life consequences. I hate to see
people chased out. So forgive me if I
don’t break out into the congratula-
tions.”

The budget includes a 1.75 percent
raise for all of the borough’s non-
union employees. Ms. Todisco asked
for the council’s input on the raise, as
she did on increasing the volunteer
firefighters’ and ambulance person-
nel Length of Service Award Pro-
gram (LOSAP) payments.

The LOSAP payments have not
increased since the program was en-
acted in 2000, and the committee
recommended the maximum hike of
about $450, or 38 percent, to $1,589
per person who qualifies.

The recommendation added about
$20,000 to the LOSAP program to
bring it to more than $48,000.

While there seemed unanimous
support for the LOSAP increases,
there was more skepticism regarding
employee salaries. Council President
Ann Palmer said she would support
an across-the-board 1.75 increase.
However, Mr. Mathieu suggested
parsing individual employee com-
pensation and suggested that if an
employee received a raise in the past

year or two, than he or she should
forego one this year.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt even
appeared wary.

“I’m torn,” Mr. Nierstedt said. “I’m
torn, because I support it. In concept
I support it. But I know that, unfortu-
nately, in this economy, until the banks
open up their pockets, no one’s get-
ting raises. I know (JP Morgan Chase
Chief Executive Officer) Jamie
Dimon got a big raise. But no one else
is getting them.”

Mr. Nierstedt followed by saying
he probably will end up voting for the
across-the-board pay increase.

The board was informed by Mr.
Korecky that the 1977 Local Govern-
ment Cap Law limits the council to
spending increases of 2.5 percent or
the state-determined cost of living
allowance (or COLA), whichever is
lower. The COLA for this year is .5
percent.

Since the budget increase of 1.21
percent exceeds the COLA, the cap
law only permits the council to ex-
ceed the limits by passing an ordi-
nance. The cap law allows the ordi-
nance to permit a 3.5 percent spend-
ing increase. That means the council
would spend 1.21 percent of a 3.5
percent increase, leaving 2.29 per-
cent in a “cap bank” that can be
factored into the budget over the next
two years.

The concept of the cap bank drew
an immediate objection from Mr.
Mathieu, who asked if the spending
increase could be limited to the 1.21
percent. Mr. Korecky said he did not
know but would check.

Despite the objection, other mem-
bers of the council voiced support,
with Ms. Palmer saying that since
there was no intention to exceed the
1.21 percent, she had no problem
with it. The council voted 5-1, with
Mr. Mathieu the lone dissenter, to
introduce the measure.

The budget will be formally intro-
duced at the semi-monthly regular
meeting on March 25 with a vote
possible no sooner than 28 days later.
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Rec. Panel Votes to Hire
Contractor for Turf Fields

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission on Monday night unani-
mously voted to recommend retain-
ing Applied Landscape Technologies
to replace the turf fields at Sid Faye/
Houlihan.

The Montvale-based company is
the largest synthetic field builder in
the state and has managed field re-
placements at high traffic venues in-
cluding Rutgers University and Bos-
ton College. Prior to bringing the
matter to a vote, commission mem-
bers reviewed detailed technical re-
ports prepared by John Belle of the
engineering firm Kinsey Associates
and debated which of the three bid
proposals and available synthetic turf
products provided the best value for
the four-acre fields.

The commission anticipates the
project will require the fields to be
decommissioned for six weeks in the
summer and has targeted early Sep-
tember as the completion date for the
project.

In addition, Westfield resident Ri-
chard Albert spoke to the commis-
sion and Mr. Belle regarding the fea-

sibility of putting two additional ten-
nis courts at Tamaques Park. Accord-
ing to Mr. Albert, additional courts
would allow Westfield High School’s
varsity and junior varsity teams to
use the facilities at the same time, and
the expansion could be accomplished
by relocating the handball wall and
portions of the existing playground
equipment.

The commission asked Mr. Belle
to investigate this option and report
back to the commission as part of his
ongoing assignment to manage the
re-condition of the existing eight
courts.

In other business, commission mem-
bers heard reports from liaisons from
the town council and the board of
education on the ongoing budget pro-
cess. The members also discussed the
impact of the winter’s harsh weather
on the town’s fields, particularly at
Gumbert Park, where large amounts
of snow remain in the parking areas,
and noted that registration for mem-
bership at Memorial Pool was slightly
ahead of previous years with 2,078
members presently registered.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Monday, April 7.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEARNING THE ROPES...Cub Scouts from Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield visit the office of The Westfield Leader on March 6  to learn about how
the publication is made and earn a badge.

Photo courtesy of Gino Jannotti
JENIFIT…JeniFit Studios owner, Jennifer Wirtshafter, cuts the ribbon with
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and Heather Robinson, executive director of
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC), and other board
members of the GWACC along with JeniFit staff and family members at the
studio on South Avenue in Garwood.

WF Zoning Board OKs
Apps., Carries Over Others

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – It was another
busy night at the Board of Adjust-
ment meeting on Monday night
and many applications had to be
carried over to the Wednesday,
April 9 meeting.

The following applications were
approved:

Yossi Arbitsman of Cumberland
Street sought approval to construct
a second-floor addition, which
would appear to be two-and-a-half
stories in a zone which only allows
two stories. Architect Roger Winkle
explained to the board that the so-
called first floor is a basement in
the older home. Mr. Winkler said
the applicant can not put a walkout
door from the basement on the right
side of the home because the drive-
way is there and it would be hazard-
ous. He further explained that the
zoning considers the basement a
story even though it is not.

Burns Benson and Pamela Pirone
Benson of Columbus Avenue sought
approval to construct a second-story
addition to a Cape Cod home. They
wish to add a master bedroom and a
master bath to the second story with
a walk-up attic which would be
seven feet high. Two neighbors sup-
ported the couple’s application,
which they said would blend in well
with the neighborhood.

Hillary and Brian Kaplan of
Canterbury Road sought to add a
one-story addition by bumping out
their deck to make room to expand
the kitchen, Mr. Kaplan said. By do-
ing that they will use part of the space
that is now taken up by the deck,
which they intend to demolish and
decrease the amount of lot coverage.

“My wife wants to open the oven
without bumping into a chair,” he
said. He also said the lot is narrow
and oddly shaped. Mr. Kaplan also
said the renovation will not be vis-
ible from the street. Architect Bar-
bara Vincentsen said they want to
reconfigure the first floor and add
a mud room and a covered portico
to the garage. “There is nothing
conforming about this lot,” she
said.

Mark Lo Grippo, a town coun-
cilman, and his wife, Maria Lo
Grippo, of Tudor Oval, sought ap-
proval to construct a one-story
addition and a new covered front
entry. Board Chairman William
Heinbokel recused himself from
hearing this application. Mrs. Lo

Grippo told the board that they
would like to expand the kitchen
by using space now used for an
office. She said they would like to
reconfigure the first floor, increase
the size of their living room and
add a sidewalk to a back proposed
terrace which would have access
from the kitchen. Their architect,
Greg Blasi, said it would be a bet-
ter use of space. He also said the
new covered entrance way with
columns and new stairs would en-
hance the façade of the home. A
neighbor spoke in favor of the pro-
posed renovation.

Eugene Schaefer and Diane
Genco of Edgewood Avenue are
seeking to construct a front porch
to their home. Ms. Genco said,
“We’d like to join the neighbors
and sit out on the front porch.” Mr.
Schafer said, “We have lived in our
home for 26 years, and have raised
our kids there.”

Beth and Frank Dombrowski of
Saunders Avenue are seeking to
construct a new single-family
dwelling utilizing a portion of the
existing dwelling and construct a
new one-and-a-half car garage in
the rear yard of the home. Hildie
Lazar, their architect, said the con-
struction would be an upgrade and
in compliance with the neighbor-
hood.

“We are looking for a lot of char-
acter and curb appeal,” she said.
While board members admired the
proposed construct, they were con-
cerned about the small lot. Ms.
Lazar responded by saying the lot
was small and irregular. She said
the family needed more room and
more storage space. A two-car ga-
rage would be attached to the front
of the home and a one-and-a-half
car garage would located in the
back. The board found this un-
usual, but agreed to approve the
application with the provision that
the back garage be cedar shingled
to match the house.

Applications carried over to the
April 9 meeting are Jon Alex Corp.,
which operates We Collect Clothes
for a Cause, of Elm Street; Denise
Jenner and Manor Park residents of
Elizabeth Avenue; The Bar Method
of Westfield of East Broad Street;
Cradles to Crayons Learning Center,
Inc., of West Broad Street; Robert
Dragon of Overhill Street; Michael
and Marielyce Watner of Highland
Avenue and James and Judy Ng of
Cleveland Avenue.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment will take place on April
9 at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal
building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

for it — no doubt,” Mrs. Krause
said. An electronic copy of the pro-
posed plans can be downloaded at
goleader.com/cranford.

Resident Leo McMahon asked
how much is being paid in legal
fees for lawsuits filed with the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA).

“We are completely in the dark,”
Mayor Kalnins said. He said he
reached out to Mark Dugan, the
RVSA representative for Cranford,
and Mr. Dugan told him he could
not share much information because
of “legal strategies.”

Mayor Kalnins said he would
have Mr. Dugan provide an update
at a meeting after the township bud-
get process is finalized.

RVSA is in the midst of various
lawsuits.

Mr. McMahon also questioned
the movement of township capital
reserves for tax rebates. “The
amount that was returned needs to
be used for debt service,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NATIONAL ANTHEM…Michael Nigro sings the National Anthem at the
Cranford Township Committee meeting on Tuesday night.

of the $19.5-million bond repay-
ment, or approximately 40 percent
of the total cost. The bond will be
paid for by increased property taxes
for  20 years. Based on the sale of the
bonds at 4-percent interest and the
state paying 40 percent, previous
reports estimated that property taxes
would rise about $300 per year for
the average homeowner over the loan
period.

From Wikipedia for Mountainside:
At the 2010 United States Census,
there were 6,685 people, 2,468 house-
holds, and 1,866 families residing in
the Borough of Mountainside. As of
March 23, 2011, there were a total of
4,744 registered voters — 25 percent
as Democrats, 33 percent as Repub-
licans and 42 percent unaffiliated.
Seventy-one percent were registered
to vote, including 92.5 percent of
those age 18 and over.
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Last year’s budget was $98,658,532.
In terms of school tax impact, the
average homeowner will see an in-
crease of $290, to $8,932, over last
year’s $8,642. The average home-
owner will be affected by an increase
attributable to the allowed adjust-
ments to the state’s 2-percent cap
amounting to $879,443.

A public discussion on the funding
for facilities in the budget will be
held at the next board meeting on
Tuesday, March 25, at 7:30 p.m.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan gave a
PowerPoint presentation on the
district’s report on violence, vandal-
ism, substance abuse and HIB (ha-
rassment, intimidation and bullying).
The HIB report, which is mandated
by the New Jersey Department of
Education, tracked incidents reported
between September of 2011 through
December of 2013.

There were 58 reported incidents.
It also includes incidents reported to
the police, and district discipline such
as suspensions. Over that time span,
six incidents were reported to the
police and only two complaints were
filed with the police. However, other

incidents, such as reports of HIB, were
investigated and handled by the ad-
ministration with board approval. Only
three incidents of racial harassment
were reported. Other incidents in-
cluded one about religion, 10 about
gender, six about sexual orientation,
four about disabilities, and 25 listed as
“other.” Discipline for HIB offenses
included individual and group coun-
seling, student/parent conference, sus-
pension and suspension of privileges.

Superintendent Dolan said each
school had an anti-bullying specialist
and coordinator and that there is a
specific time line in the reporting and
investigation procedure.

The district anti-bullying coordina-
tor, Joseph Malanga, said, “We edu-
cate the student about HIB by having
classroom readings and discussions,
lessons taught by counselors, review
of the code of conduct, reviewing the
anti-bullying bill of rights, and by
having speakers with first-person ac-
counts.”

Superintendent Dolan concluded
the report by saying, “All this is
based on having respect for self,
respect for others and respect for
community.”
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FRIENDLY EVENING...Former
Congressman Mike Ferguson shares
a laugh with Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield) at a Meet and Greet
at the Westfield home of Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick on Monday night.

ciently and urged Mr. Graziano to
“stretch out those salary dollars even
further.”

William Reyes, economic devel-
opment director, said salaries within
his department will rise about
$50,000 to $2.2 million in 2014. He
said the information technology bu-
reau will upgrade its systems and
add one employee. The bureau de-
velops, installs and maintains man-
agement information systems appli-
cations and provides application sup-
port to user departments and agen-
cies.

Mr. Reyes noted that the county
launched the Union County Choices
program which provided job training
to about 40 residents last year. He
said the foreclosure task force, cre-
ated in 2008, continues to help
homeowners and rental tenants by
providing a variety of resources.
Alfred Faella, county manager and
co-chair of the task force, said the
task force provided assistance to 450
families last year. Mr. Reyes said
$3.7 million of Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds were
disbursed to 19 communities.

Road resurfacing will include
eight to 12 miles of roads to be con-
structed, Mr. Reyes said. He added
that his department will continue to
inspect, design, rehabilitate and re-
place the county’s bridges and cul-
verts, structures which allow water to
flow underneath a road or railroad.
There are 146 bridges and 240 cul-
verts in the county.

Mr. Graziano and Mr. Reyes re-
ported they would like to fill the 11
vacancies that exist in their respec-
tive departments – seven in public
works, four in economic develop-
ment. Mr. Jalloh asked, “Is there a
necessity to fill?” those openings.
Mr. Faella said he will instruct all
department heads to reassess their
staffing levels and report back to the
committee before moving forward

with a hiring process.
County Surrogate James LaCorte

said he designed a new information
brochure and served 13,000 clients
last year. Mr. LaCorte said the Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts
(AOC) has increased its scrutiny of
the guardianship program for inca-
pacitated adults, which will require
his department to upgrade its com-
puter systems. Mr. LaCorte said he
spoke at several social engagements
around the county and conducted an
educational seminar for senior citi-
zens at Trailside Nature and Science
Museum in Mountainside. He said
his department added evening hours
and visits to the homebound as part
of an effort to better assist residents.

The next three budget hearings will
begin at 5:30 p.m. each evening as
follows: at the Trailside’s auditorium,
452 New Providence Road, on Tues-
day, March 18; Union County ad-
ministration building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, sixth floor, in
Elizabeth, on Thursday, March 20,
and at the Park Madison Building in
Plainfield, fourth floor conference
room, 200 West Second Street, on
Tuesday, March 25.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
BABIES GALORE...At Saturday's St. Patrick's Day  fundraiser under the big
tent at the Fanwood train station, four babies and their parents enjoy the green
scene. Pictured, left to right, are: Lisa Checchio with Gianluca, 5 months old;
Kelly Checchio with Brook, 15 months; Lauren Dougherty with Leah, 6 months;
Mike Gewirtz, Fanwood Historic Preservation Commissioner, with Autumn
Grace, 8 months.
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