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with an additional person?” Mr.
Wardell replied that there is an
extensive backlog of sidewalk
repairs that needs to be done
and with an additional worker
his department, rather than con-
tracting the work out, could get
the work done internally and
save money.

Regarding road repairs, Mr.
Wardell noted his department
has already spent $14,000 for
pothole repairs through the end
of February, when “pothole sea-
son” typically occurs from mid-
March through April. In a light-
hearted tone Mr. Wardell said
“it’s going to get worse before it
gets better.”

Fire Chief Leonard Dolan said
due to significant turnover in his
department he will need to focus
on professional development and
training for junior firefighters as
well as for a “host of new offic-
ers,” to which Mayor Andis Kalnins
said, “I’m very supportive of it.”

Chief Dolan said he kept over-
time costs under control in the
Emergency Management Ser-
vices (EMS) division during the
winter because the storms were
moderate in nature. He said he

also will pursue a refund of
$50,000 to $100,000 from New
Jersey American Water (NJAW)
for fire hydrant maintenance ex-
penses. The township has about
480 hydrants, which are flushed
and checked for proper water
pressure twice each year. Chief
Dolan said he would report back
to the committee regarding his
discussions with NJAW.

During the municipal court dis-
cussion, Lorraine Powell, court
administrator, said a new tech-
nology initiative by the Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts (AOC)
will begin later this year. The
AOC will supply new computers,
fully funded, and implement a
new operating software system
in August. The transition will re-
quire Ms. Powell’s staff to attend
training sessions to learn the
new system.

The next scheduled budget
workshop meeting will be held
Monday, March 10, at 7 p.m. at
the Cranford Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue. At press
time, four departments are
scheduled to present - Construc-
tion, Engineering, Zoning, and
Pool.
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JUICE HOUSE…The Juice House owner Ariel Cassidy cuts the ribbon with
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and Heather Robinson, executive director,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) along with other
board members of GWACC, the Garwood Council and staff and friends at the
store located on North Avenue in Garwood.

posed has been drawn in parallel
to, preliminarily but not to the
degree (as the one presented
February 26),” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said. “Now we’re in the process
of revising the drawings to see if
this is a viable option by remov-
ing one floor and proposing (half
two-bedroom and half one-bed-
room units).”

Mr. Tsapatsaris still will need a
variance to permit off-site park-
ing, since his plan only includes
18 spaces. Under current ordi-
nances, he calculated he would
require 18 more off-site, a num-
ber disputed by Zoning Code Of-
ficer Victor Vinegra, who said he
believes the project would need
an extra 21 for the February
proposal of the retail space plus
11 two-bedroom units and two
one-bedroom units.

The March redesign may alter
those calculations.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he already

has signed a 10-year lease with
the Garwood Rest saloon 350
feet to the east on South Avenue
at the corner of East Street for
use of five parking spaces.

Mr. Schmidt also said he had
reached a preliminary agreement
with the owners of the aban-
doned Casale Industries sheet
metal works to use 15 spaces
800 feet to the west in the park-
ing lot across from the plant ad-
jacent to the Garwood fire house.

Mr. Tsapatsarissaid he would
stipulate in the leases of the
retail outlets that their employ-
ees would be required to use the
off-site lots.

“The right fit and the right ten-
ant is a young professional fam-
ily looking to move into town or
an older couple that wants to
remain in the area,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

In other action, the planning
board granted approval of a pre-

liminary site plan and parking
variance sought by Ermina Savino
Livieri to add two floors above
her Emilia’s Coiffures hair salon
at 105 Center Street for the con-
struction of four apartments. The
variance allows Ms. Livieri to ac-
quire eight off-site parking spaces
within 500 feet of her property to
accommodate the prospective
apartment tenants.

Additionally, the board voted
to permit Westfield Police Officer
William Kleeman to operate as a
business as a licensed firearms
reseller from his home at 502
Spruce Avenue. Under New Jer-
sey law, a licensed third party is
required for the transfer of fire-
arms. Mr. Kleeman testified that
he would not store any inventory
on the property other than those
firearms that already had been
purchased from a manufacturer
or retailer and shipped to him for
delivery.

Board member Bill Niertstedt,
also a member of the Garwood
Borough Council, voiced concern
about allowing any “retail” op-
eration in a residentially-zoned
area. He put forth a motion to
deem that Mr. Kleeman’s request
was not permitted under
borough’s ordinances. He was
joined by Planning Board Chair-
man Stephen Greet, but the
motion was defeated 7-2.

Other board members, led by
Ileen Cuccaro, suggested Mr.
Kleeman’s proposed business
was nothing more than an office
and similar to Avon door-to-door
cosmetics. A motion to accept
Mr. Kleeman’s business as per-
mitted under the code passed 7-
2 with only Mr. Nierstedt and Mr.
Greet dissenting.

In a final action, the board can-
celled its March 12 meeting and
confirmed the next gathering
would be Wednesday, March 26.
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Bluegrass Band PetroGrass
Due at Garwood Library

guitar. Their repertoire includes
country and folk music, sea
shanties, Irish tunes and
waltzes, among other offerings.

This group appears at a vari-
ety of venues throughout the
year. Registration is required
for this event and may be done
in person at the library, by call-
ing (908) 789-1670 or by sign-
ing up on the library website’s
interactive calendar found at
youseemore.com/garwood. In-
terested persons are asked to
register early as space is lim-
ited.

GARWOOD — Union County
bluegrass band PetroGrass will
perform a concert at the
Garwood Public Library on
Wednesday, March 12, at 7 p.m.
The Garwood Library is located
at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, behind the
Lincoln School complex.

PetroGrass features
Garwood’s Ed Majeski on vo-
cals, banjo and harmonica, with
Joe Petrozziello on mandolin.
Cranford musicians Russ Kelner
is on fiddle, Nancy Kelner is on
flute and Greg Purachev is on


