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Dances of Daring and Devotion

Friday, March 21, 2pm
Saturday, March 22, 2pm and 7pm

Tickets: 732.499.8226 | Info: www.arballet.org 

ALL

BETTER
Together

GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.

Paid for by Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway

RWJ Rahway  
now accepts  

Horizon Blue Cross  
Blue Shield  

of New Jersey.

To learn more about RWJ Rahway’s 
comprehensive services, call 732.381.4200 

or visit  RWJRahwayInfo.com.

The Town Book Store
Hosts Eric Nierstedt
WESTFIELD — The Town Book

Store is hosting a Meet and Greet for
Eric Nierstedt, author of the novel
“The Lightrider Journals,” on Satur-
day, March 8, from 2 – 4 p.m.

Chosen at the moment of his death,
Joseph Hashimoto is reborn as
Lightrider, leader of the Elemental
Knights. Charged with keeping the
balance of good and evil, Joe struggles
with his new found life and morality,
as he longs for home. But an emerg-
ing evil may be the tipping point in
this epic urban fantasy.

Eric Nierstedt is a lifelong resident
of Garwood, who has worked for The
Westfield Leader for many years. He
is a graduate of Kean University, and
his work has been featured by the
Unlimited Potential Theatre’s New
Jersey Wordsmith Competition in
New Brunswick. Eric currently dis-
cusses various aspects of writing on
his weekly blog, “The Lightrider Jour-
nals,” at Wordpress.

Meet Eric Nierstedt at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free
to call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 to reserve an autographed
copy of “The Lightrider Journals.”

Musical Club of WF Program
Features Violin, Piano, Clarinet

WCP Presents
‘Eyes of the Wild’

WESTFIELD — Come experience
and take part in a special Westfield
Community Players fundraiser on Sat-
urday, March 15, at 2 p.m. at the
Westfield Community Players Theater
located at 1000 North Avenue,
Westfield.

This fundraiser will benefit Westfield
Community Players and will feature
small live animals; some people are
familiar with and others not so familiar.
Attendees will learn about these ani-
mals habitats, how they communicate,
have the opportunity to get up close
and personal with them.

Tickets are $10 in advance and will
also be available at the door. Reserva-
tions are suggested. To purchase tickets
or for more information, call the the-
ater at (908) 232-1221.

WESTFIELD — The Musical Club
of Westfield will hold its next pro-
gram of the 2013-2014 season on
Wednesday, March 12, at 7:30 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield.

Included on the program will be a
solo pianist, a violin and piano duo,
and a clarinet and piano duo. Con-
cert-goers are encouraged to note the
start time of 7:30 p.m., which is a half
hour earlier than was previously cus-
tomary.

Pianist Yuly Verbitsky will perform
three pieces by Franz Liszt, who was
not only a composer but a virtuoso
pianist. Mr. Verbitsky’s selections will
include Valse Oubliée in F-sharp
Major; the Nocturne in A-flat Major,
subtitled Liebestraume (Dreams of
Love); and the Mephisto Waltz in A
Major, No. 1. This last selection, origi-
nally written for orchestra, was ar-
ranged by the composer for piano,
and is based on an episode from the
legend of Faust.

Violinist Debra Biderman, accom-
panied by pianist Howard Dreizler,
will perform Sonata No. 5 in F Major,
Op. 24, by Ludwig van Beethoven.
Nicknamed the “Spring” Sonata by
someone other than the composer, it
gets its name from its cheery melo-
dies and the “pastoral” feel of the
music, and is one of Beethoven’s
most popular violin sonatas.

Clarinetist Chris Dellarso, accom-
panied by pianist Theodore
Hendricks, will perform music by
two French composers. The Solo de
Concours, Op. 10, was composed by
Henri Rabaud, who was briefly the
conductor of the Boston Symphony.
And the Sonatine for clarinet and
piano was composed by Arthur
Honegger, who was a member of Les
Six, a group of French composers
which also included Francis Poulenc
and Darius Milhaud.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program, to give those

in attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers. The Musical Club of
Westfield, now in its 98th season,
offers scholarships to promising
young musicians who are pursuing a
musical education. Membership in
the club is open to anyone who in
interested in music. Those wishing
information about membership in the
Musical Club of Westfield as a per-
former or an associate member may
call the membership chairman at
(908) 272-5549, or visit the club’s
web site at
www.musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
IN THE SPOTLIGHT…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduate Charlie
Centinaro, II as Usanavi, takes center stage at the Kean University Department
of Theatre’s latest production, In the Heights. The sophomore communications
major at Kean said he was “beyond excited to be playing Usanavi.” In SPFHS,
he was a cast member in Guys and Dolls, Curtains, Hairspray and Kiss Me, Kate.
The Kean show closed last weekend to great audience enthusiasm.

Scotch Plains Actor, Charlie Centinaro,
Learns to ‘Never Say Never’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Charlie Centinaro, II gradu-
ated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 2012, he thought that his
days of musical theatre were over. “I
really thought that now that I was in
college, I’d only be studying and work-
ing,” he said in an interview with The
Westfield Leader and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week.

But the directors at the Kean Univer-
sity Department of Theatre who were
casting the musical, In the Heights, had
other plans for him.

Last year, as Charlie sat in Wilkins
Theatre at Kean watching a friend of
his in a musical, a woman asked him if

he was also in theatre. He replied that
part of his life was over – “never again,”
he said. She warned him, “Never say
never” and he just laughed.

The woman’s prediction came true
when he found himself this last month
on that same stage in Heights’ lead role
of Usanavi, the owner of a run-down
bodega owner in Washington Heights,
NYC who sells coffee and dreams in
the form of lottery tickets.

The salsa and hip hop fueled musical
gives the behind-the-scenes of a barrio
not filled with gangs like in West Side
Story, but one filled with “Hundreds of
Stories” of immigrants striving for the
American dream.

At the daytime matinee on February

28, the audience was packed with jun-
ior high and high school students who
are studying theatre or dance. One
school, Rahway High School, will be
performing bits of the musical in Disney
World this spring, so they were espe-
cially attentive. The enthusiastic audi-
ence stomped, whistled and applauded
each number.

Since Teaneck High School is pro-
ducing the same show in April, those
students were allowed to have a Q & A
after the show with the college per-
formers.

At that private talk back, one teen
asked Charlie how he was able to train
for the half dozen songs he raps solo or
sings with others in the company. He
explained that he had listened to the CD
of the musical for years before he even
thought about auditioning, so he was
familiar with the music.

“I really got ready by running and
singing at the same time,” he explained.
He suggested that the high school per-
formers should do the same thing since
there is so much physicality in the
show. “I had to learn where to breathe
in order to make the phrases come out
right.”

Charlie, like many of the others on
that stage, is not a theatre major, but is
a communications major in his sopho-
more year. When asked if he tried to
imitate or sound like a particular rap-
per, he told the teens that he tried to
portray the style of various people
whom he emulates – famous and just
friends waiting to become famous.

The most touching moment in the
production for him was holding the
Dominican flag. “I realized when the
cast was listed on the call board that I’d
be playing the role of the guy who runs
around on stage with the flag; it was

W-H Presents
High School Musical
EDISON — The Wardlaw-

Hartridge School in Edison will
present its annual spring musical,
High School Musical, with three per-
formances: Friday and Saturday, April
11-12, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 13,
at 3 p.m. The show will be held in the
school’s All-Purpose Room.

 Leading players include Alex Bar-
bet as Troy Bolton, Neelam Patel  as
Gabriella Montez, Julia Linger as
Sharpay Evans, Michael Olano as Ryan
Evans, Aditya Dalal  as Coach Evans,
Antonia Santangelo as Ms. Darbus and
Harry “T” Osborne of as Chad.

Other cast members include Mairead
Forrest, Claude Djan, Caroline
McNamara, Brian Machoka, Max
Needle, Carlin Schildge, Charlotte
Sweeney, Tal Sherman, Nikki
Mugambi, Ali Yamakaitis, Gabe Horan,
Sonali Shah, Vickie Medley, Cecily
D’Amore, Emily Wexler, Akash Dalal,
Zubin Mulji, Samantha Anastasiou,
Nidhi Sharma, Gabe Horan, Jonathan
Trilleras, Karolyn Gonzalez and Lara
Albrechcinski.

Tickets are $10 for adults and stu-
dents and $5 for senior citizens. For
more information, call (908) 754-1882.CONTINUED ON PAGE 19


