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Westfield’s Velez, Cougar Murray Win Region 3 Mat Crowns; Blue Devil Fuller Places Second
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I wrestled a kid a lot bigger and
stronger than me. I held on for dear
life. All that hard work all season to
get down to 113, it is awesome to get
to the finals. I am going to go out
there and try to wrestle smart again. It
was my dream the whole time. I am

so excited to get to AC,” Fuller said.
In the title bout against top-seeded

Lou Ramo (HP), Fuller wrestled well
but dropped a 7-3 decision.

Cougar freshman Tom DiGiovanni
topped Summit’s (Su) Phil Angelo,
5-0, to reach the 113-lb semi where

he lost to Ramo. He then wrestled
back and faced Angelo again for third
place. This time, he won, 1-0, to earn
his trip to AC. Cougar sophomore
Niko Cappello also earned his trip to
AC when he recorded a 4-3 decision
over Plainfield’s (Pl) Derrick Wash-
ington to place third at 160-lbs.

Blue Devil Matt Barber showcased
a repertoire of takedowns to defeat
Gene Angelo (HP), 11-4, to reach the
145-lb semis.

“The first one was a go-behind.
Second was a single to a double and
the last one was a sweep single. I had
a couple of different ones but I for-
get,” Barber said.

One he temporarily forgot to men-
tion was a sweet duck-under.

“I was trying to go for a high crotch.
I felt him turn, so I went for a duck. You
can’t really have a big game plan. You
just have to wrestle the way you
wrestle. If you have too big of a game
plan and you don’t get your shot, he is
going to have a reaction. All good
wrestlers have a reaction,” said Bar-
ber, who proved that he recovered

well from his District 11 title bout loss
to SPF Raider Brian Lapham.

“I didn’t really dwell on that match
too much. You got to move on, so I
was looking forward to this to get
back in the groove,” he said.

After he lost, 3-1, to Ray Jazikoff
(SoP) in the semis, Barber won his
first wrestleback to face Lapham for
third place. Trailing 1-0 in the sec-
ond, Barber recorded a takedown then
later added an escape to earn a 3-2
victory and a trip to AC. Lapham had
previously defeated Dylan Mulcahey
(Chatham) and John Coler (Johnson).

Cougar Anthony Capece pinned
Tom Dinger of Middlesex (Msx) in
1:08 with a step over arm bar in his
106-lb preliminary bout and won his
first wrestleback bout but was stopped
short with a 3-1 loss to Brearley’s
(Br) Ray Wetzel. Cougar Chris
Scorese dropped a 7-4 decision to
Ryan Walsh (SoP) in the 120-lb
wrestleback semi. Cougar Brian
McGovern lost his 132-lb wrestleback
semi to Seton Hall Prep’s (SHP) An-
thony Canfora.

Raider Matt Ridge advanced to the
182-lb semis when he defeated Collin
Lynch (SoP), 7-5. Ridge slicked
Lynch with an ankle pick takedown
in the first period.

“It’s a family tradition, like my

brother Mike and [Anthony] Tufaro,”
said Ridge, who also caught Lynch in
a five-point lateral drop.

“He was pressuring me a lot. I hit it.
I try not to hit that move, but it came
pretty easy, because he was a strong
kid and he was pressuring me,” he
explained.

After losing to top-seeded Joe
Balboni (Br), Ridge lost to Rohan
Phillip (Pl) in the wrestleback semis.

Strength came into play when Blue
Devil Kevin Frega successfully re-
sisted several cradle attempts and
muscled Whippany Park’s (WP)
Stevan Webb to his back in 5:20 with
a half nelson/head smother in the
195-lb preliminary. Raider Dan Van
brunt out-slicked Dyuenet Beaublanc
(Iv), 4-1, in his 195-lb preliminary
then had to face Frega, whom he
pinned in the districts after trailing, 8-
5. Van brunt recorded two takedowns
and a reversal to claim a 6-4 decision.

“I didn’t want to make the same
mistake I did in the districts. He goes
right in on his shots. Tonight he had
his head down and I got the takedown.
He didn’t seem as good as he was in
the districts, but I really wanted to
win this one,” Van brunt said.

His next bout would be against top-
seeded Nick D’Uva (Parsippany Hills)
in the semis, but his luck ran out when
he was on the short side of a 17-9
decision. He then lost his wrestleback
to Allan Nunez (Roselle Park).

Cougar Corey Birch was ready for
action in his 152-lb preliminary and
pinned Tanner Thomas (Su) in 3:12
with a single grapevine and Jacob’s
hook. Raider Dom Natale used his
crafty legwork to subdue Irvington’s
(Iv) Jepthe Jean-Paul, 12-5, in his
152-lb preliminary. Both Birch and
Natale were defeated in the
quarterfinal wrestlebacks.

In the 126-lb preliminary, Raider
JT Beirne pulled off a slick standing
Gramby roll to roll past Alex Pollera
(WH), 7-2. After losing to the top
seed, Beirne dropped an 11-2 deci-
sion to Linden’s Nick Tekula. Blue
Devil Jarek Gozdieski realized the
importance of controlling from the
top position to defeat Aarin Feliz (Par)
in a 6-5 overtime tiebreaker. Cougar
heavyweight Jon ElKhoury eked out
a 6-5 decision over Yianni Kostidakis
(HP) in the preliminaries. Gozdieski
and ElKhoury lost their respective
quarterfinal wrestlebacks.

Raider Tom Cunningham lost his
132-lb preliminary, 11-5, to Bob
Dinger (Msx), and Zecca (HP) pinned
Raider Jeff Lieblich in 2:44 at 138-
lbs. At 145-lbs, Cougar Andrew
Tompkins came so close to recording
a takedown just before the buzzer in
regulation but ended up losing a 3-1

overtime heartbreaker to Neo-Joe
Lughas (Pl). At 220-lbs, Barringer’s
Victor Rivera pinned Cougar Mike
Pastor in 5:14.

“Freshman, sophomore, junior! I was
proud of how all 11 kids who came into

this tournament wrestled, especially for
the younger guys. It’s going to be great
for them next year. As far as I know,
DiGiovanni is only the second fresh-
man ever in Cranford wrestling history
to qualify for states. DiGiovanni, Niko!
Those two guys wrestled back. A lot of
times, they can fall into a tank, but they
kept their heads up and earned their
spot. And Gavin keeps going up. He
lives for the big stuff. The next thing is
the biggest,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

“This has been a good tournament
for our entire team. From yesterday
on, this was about mental toughness.
Everybody is beat up. We needed to
suck it up and they battled. Even the
losses, I thought Jarek [Gozdieski]
and Frega wrestled all out on the mat.
If one person believed in John Fuller
in this gym, it was the right person. It
was John Fuller. As the tournament
went on, you could see his confidence
growing. Velez and Barber both fought
through some adversity. Velez didn’t
look like himself in the quarterfinals.
We were worried if we would see Nick
Velez at his best, and we got the an-
swer. He beat two awesome kids. That’s
been a year in the works. Barber had a
tough semifinal. If you watch the con-
solations, they lose that next round if
they are not able to gain that mental
composure to wrestle back. Matt
wrestled out of it and earned his trip to
Atlantic City,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
145: — Dan Reed (D) d Jazikoff (SoP) 9-7
152: — Velez (W) d Sikel (SoP) 3-2
160: — Anthony Bassolino (HP) d Brian
Matthews (RP) 3-2
170: — Josef Johnson (D) p Vince
Mattia (WP) 5:58
182: — Balboni (Br) md Woods (RP) 18-4
195: — Jeff Velez (Br) md D’Uva (Par
Hills) 16-6
220: — Steve Hill (Par Hills) d Donovan
Martone (Mad) 9-5
Hwt: — Nick LaShell (HP) d Anthony
Carbajal (WH) 7-3
106: — Ty Agaisse (D) won injury de-
fault over Nick Ferro (SHP)
113: — Ramo (HP) d Fuller (W), 7-3
120: — Nick Ferro (D) d Anthony Cefalo
(HP), 5-4 UTB
126: — Christian Innarella (D) md Tyler
Gazaway (New Prov), 12-1
132: — Megaldo (WH) p Christian
Bassolino (HP), 5:33
138: — Murray (C) d Murray (WH) 3-0
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Hye-Young Choi

hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Westfield. Spectacular custom 2006 colonial built by M. Mahoney offering 9 room, 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths with easy access to schools, town, transportation and park.
Exquisite embellished millwork, gleaming hardwood floors, high ceilings,  well-appointed rooms, finished basement with full bath, gourmet kitchen with granite,
stainless  steel appliances, separate dining area with sliders to patio and adjacent family room with gas fireplace.  The gracious 2 story foyer opens to living room with
coffered ceiling, formal dining room with tray ceiling and library with French doors. The second floors offers a master bedroom suite with sitting area, his and her walk-
in closets and luxury bath with jetted tub, separate stall shower and double sink vanity, three additional bedrooms  and 2nd floor laundry.  Walk-up attic, multi-zoned
heat and central air, beautifully landscaped property with sprinkler system, 2 car garage and electric dog fence.      $1,225,000.
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Cell: (908) 938-9248
www.hye-youngchoi.net
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epassananti@gmail.com
Sales Associate

Cell: (908) 868-9471
www.EileenPassananti.net

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 9th 1-4PM • 561 Edgar Road
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RSVP to:  
Rick DeVogel, Weichert Financial Services  

at 973-534-7191 or your  
local Weichert Sales Associate.

Monday, March 10th at 7PM
Downtown Westfield Corporation

105 Elm Street - Lower Level

Refreshments will be served

Guest Speaker
James M. Foerst, Esq.

Understand your options and time frame.

You are invited to a Complimentary

NEW JERSEY PROPERTY  
TAX APPEAL SEMINAR

WESTFIELD OFFICE

908-654-7777

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO SET UP THE “CLAW”...Blue Devil junior John Fuller, top, tries to work the “Claw” on Hanover Park’s Lou
Ramo in their 113-lb title bout. Ramo won, 7-3, and both qualified for the state tournament in Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON HIS WAY TO THE TITLE...Cougar junior Gavin Murray, facing, defeated Alex Murray (Watchung Hills), 3-0, to
claim the 138-lb title and to advance to the state championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO AVOID BEING TAKEN DOWN...Raider JT Beirne, left, tries to
avoid being take down by Linden’s Nick Tekula in the 126-lb wrestlebacks.

Reading is Good For You
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO A.C....Cougar freshman Tom DiGiovanni, top, defeated Summit’s
Phil Angelo, 1-0, in the 113-lb third place bout to qualify for Atlantic City.
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