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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Thrill of Victory,
The Agony of No Pool

On March 8, 1958, the WHS boys swim team won the first of the school’s state-
record 25 state championships. Front row (from left): Hank Marshall, Jon
Hinebauch, Jack Smart, Terry Bentley, Jay Pierson, Dave Frantz, Buddy Krebs;
second row: John Weinmann, Skip Rollins, Pete Wilday, Steve Minkel, Bob
Coords, Tom Lightbown, Ken Weyman; back row: coach Joe Kursar, Tom Hill,
Bob McDowell, Wayne Kochenderfer, Robin Harris, Harry Lewis, Barry
Beardsley, Bob. Meglaughlin, assistant coach Marty Lavor.

There was much noise and flashing
lights going on Feb. 23, as the Westfield
police car sirens were whirrrrring and
the fire trucks were honking their horns
as they led a yellow school bus down
Central Avenue from the Clark rail-
road bridge into town. It was enough
to make the unknowing truly fright-
ened. The WHS boys swim team had
captured the 25th state championship
in school history and was getting its
seemingly annual – since 2000 – es-
cort through town and to the high
school.

Those 25 titles are by far the most of
any team in the 94 years the NJSIAA
has been crowning swim champions.

Interestingly, or maybe ironically,
today is 56 years almost to the day –
March 8, 1958 – that WHS captured
its first state swimming title. Led by
Hall of Famer Terry Bentley, coach
Joe Kursar’s Blue Devils put up 66
points to outdistance two-time defend-
ing champion Columbia (46),
Plainfield (38) and 19-time champion
Trenton (35) at Princeton’s ancient
Dillon Pool.

Bentley won the 100 butterfly, Jay
Pierson won the 100 backstroke, and
the team of Bob Coords, Hank
Marshall, Dave Frantz and Buddy
Krebs captured the 200 medley relay.
Jon Hinebauch, John Weinmann, Steve
Minkel, Pete Wilday and Jack Smart
provided crucial points.

WHS has won well over 100 state
championships in all sports, but what
the swimmers did in 1958 was very
rare at the time – a state title won “on
the field.” The other two to turn the
trick were the 1940 track team and the
1957 tennis team. Previously, state/
sectional titles in sports like football
and tennis had been awarded by the
NJSIAA based on teams with the best
records.

How did the town celebrate that
victory? Fifty-one days after the his-
toric win the town had the chance to
thank them in a way that would’ve
kept thanking them to this day. But
instead the majority voted “no” on a
proposal to include a swimming pool
as part of the high school’s new addi-
tion. (Columbia, Plainfield and Tren-
ton all had and still have swimming
pools in their school, as does Eliza-
beth.) All four wards said no to their
newest state champions. Plans had
been approved a year earlier and the
pool’s foundation had been laid in the
sub-basement. But all that came to a
screeching halt on April 29. Instead,
what was known then as the “boys
gym” was built on Trinity Place. Half
of it is currently used by the gymnas-
tics and wrestling teams, the other half
is a state-of-the-art weight room.

As might be expected, this was a
bitterly tense topic in its day, with
months of articles of support and let-
ters to the editor, from both sides. The
April 24 issue of The Leader included
a note to its readers that stories had to
be held out of that issue due to the
number of stories and letters to the
editor concerning the vote.

Many of the town’s “power” fami-
lies – Ackerman, Bentley, Booth,
Britten, Brownell, Danker, Davidson,
Demarest, Eddy, Frankenbach, Frantz,
Hitchings, Holmes, Holschuh,
Ketcham, Lincoln, Maxwell, Morash,
Nichols, Obenchain, Overbay, Pfeiffer,
Sargent, Warter, Wiendl, and others –
had signed their support in a full page
ad in the April 24 Leader titled “Why
a Swimming Pool For Westfield …

and What It Will Cost you.”
The following Tuesday, by a vote of

3,070 (58 percent) to 2,226 (42 per-
cent), the voters said “no thanks.”

The cost of the pool was not to
exceed $125,000, meaning the total
cost per tax-paying family would have
been $15, to be paid one time only.

The May 8, 1958 Leader included a
full-page “Eulogy to the Westfield
High School Swimming Pool” with
that headline in a thick black border. It
was co-written by Jerry and Janet
Bentley, whose son Terry was a swim
captain at WHS and later at Dartmouth.

For years, rumors have persisted
about the possible reason(s) for the
negative vote, and the rumors are not
pretty. It would be difficult to prove
anything now because voters then
would be at least 76 years old, but if
they’re true you would have to say it
wasn’t the Old Towne’s finest mo-
ment. Not unlike the current global
warming debate, it is a scientific fact
that blacks, whites, Hispanics and
Asians can all splash around in the
same swimming pool at the same time
and nobody will catch a deadly dis-
ease – and nothing will rub off.

“My dad (Doug) was the president
of the Board of Education back then,
and he was a big supporter of the pool
addition,” Steve Merrill (’71) said. “He
always felt that vote was racially mo-
tivated. A lot of (white) people didn’t
want their kids swimming in pools
with black kids. It’s sad to think, but
that’s the way it was. You wouldn’t
believe the phone calls and letters he
got from people who were against
building the pool. They were vicious.
My dad even got Bob Clotworthy (’49),
who had just won an Olympic gold
medal in diving, to come speak in
support of the pool.”

Six months later voters turned down
a second attempt to get the pool built,
by a 2,892-1,892 margin. The referen-
dum was to appropriate $75,000.

Ten years later the town ponied up
approximately $1,000,000 to pay for
the state-of-the-art outdoor Memorial
Pool on Scotch Plains Avenue and
West Broad Street (at considerably
more than $15 per family). That pool
was also mired in controversy about
whether it was a wise purchase. And in

November 1971 even more sparks flew
when pool director Joe Della Badia
was fired, and his assistant Walt
Clarkson not only turned down the job
but resigned in the lead news story of
the Nov. 18, 1971 Leader.

SWIMMING UPDATE
Caroline Baldwin ended any de-

bate about the most successful swim-
mer in WHS girls team history Sun-
day at the Meet of Champions. The
North Carolina-bound senior joined
teammates Gwyn Devin, Erika
Daniel and Sarah Cronin to win the
medley relay in 1:45.59, breaking
the state meet record, obliterating
the school record by almost four
seconds, and beating arch-rivals
Hillsborough and Hunterdon Cen-
tral! Then she successfully repeated
as state champ in the 50 free (meet
record 23.00) and 100 back (54.49,
just off her school record 54.44 in
trials). And the 200 free relay of
Baldwin, Devin, Courtney Day and
Cronin was second to Hillsborough
in a school record 1:36.38.

John Lindros finished fourth in the
200 freestyle in 1:41.54, passing Chris
McFadden (1:42.54) for No. 2 all-
time, and just .86 of a second behind
Chris DeLaFuente’s school record.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Junior Jackie Knapp reached 1,000

career points on Feb. 25, although the
magic moment unfortunately came in
a Union County Tournament semifi-
nal loss to Union. More on that in a
future Den.

WRESTLING UPDATE
Nick Velez, John Fuller and Matt

Barber punched their tickets to Atlan-
tic City for the state finals by placing
first, second and third at Region 3 last
weekend in Union. Velez became the
40th region champ in school history
when he won the 152-pound title with
an escape and takedown in the final 10
seconds for a 3-2 victory over South
Plainfield’s Inan Sikel. Fuller fell to
Hanover Park’s Lou Ramo, 7-3, in the
113-pound final. Barber avenged a
District 11 final loss and edged SP-F’s
Brian Lapham, 3-2, in the third-place
consolations.

HOCKEY UPDATE
Dane Huber had two goals and two

assists, and Dan DoCampo stopped all
30 shots on goal, as third-seeded WHS
opened in the state Public A tourna-
ment with a 5-0 win over Hunterdon
Central.

KNAPP HITS 1,000TH, NETS 13 PTs; SCOTT SINKS 15 PTs

Blue Devils Bow to Farmers
In UCT B’Ball Semis, 52-41

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Jackie Knapp got a pass
from junior Lil Scott and swished in
a 3-pointer with 4:27 remaining in
the fourth quarter to achieve her
1,000th career point, but the emo-
tional moment would end up being a
bittersweet memory when the third-
seeded Union Farmers went on to
defeat the second-seeded Westfield
High School girls basketball team,
52-41, in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament in
Rahway on February 25.

“It was very exciting, but I wish we
could have won the game, because I

wanted to be playing in the finals at
Kean on Friday. It is bittersweet. It
was a great accomplishment, but I
wish it would have come with a win
instead of a loss,” Knapp said.

“Jackie Knapp hit her 1,000th to-
day, which is really great, and we just
have to take on from here. That’s all!
Pick up the pieces and regroup and
get going again,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino said.

Knapp finished with 13 points and
added four rebounds, while Scott led
the 21-3 Blue Devils with 15 points,
four steals and three assists. Sopho-
more Hannah Liddy sank eight points,
including a pair of 3-pointers, and

added three rebounds and two as-
sists. Sophomore Olivia Luzzi scored
four points and Amelia Montes con-
tributed, two rebounds, one point and
one blocked shot. Senior co-captain
Morgan Maloney pulled four re-
bounds.

But it was rebounds that made the
difference, and the 21-4 Lady Farm-
ers were averaging three-to-four of-
fensive rebounds each time they at-
tacked the basket. Most of the re-
bounds were grabbed by Adora
Moneme, followed by Wendy Berry,
who both finished with 12 points.
Salena King bucketed 13 points, Ja

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
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Kimberley Haley
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WESTFIELD $1,225,000
9RM, 4BR, 3.5BA newer Col, beautiful millwork
thru-out, gourmet Kit, FR/fpl, MBR ste, fin bsmt,
cls to sch, twn, trans & park. MLS 3119714

WESTFIELD $1,175,000
Ideal Location! 2007 Colonial 5BR, 4.1BA
w/great floorplan & stylish finishes. EIK open to
FR, finished basement w/bth. MLS 3117477

WESTFIELD $989,000
5BR, 3 1/2BA Col on 1/2 acre cls to downtown
& NYC transp, lg Kit w/granite, FR w/sldrs to
patio, cozy addt'n for multi-use. MLS 3119717

WESTFIELD $869,000
Wychwood French Colonial in storybook set-
ting. 3 BR, 2 1/2 baths. Custom Kitchen, Family
Room. Numerous updates. . MLS 3119040

MOUNTAINSIDE $859,900
Custom rebuilt 4BR, 2.5BA on prime Moun-
tainside cul-de-sac, 2 fpls, fin bsmt, 2c gar, patio,
2 porches, high end, low taxes. MLS 3119233

WESTFIELD $739,000
Renovated top to bottom! Colonial, 4BR,
2.1BA, LR w/frpl, EIK open to FR, Rec Rm, lg
yard w/patio,CAC & more! MLS 3121250

WESTFIELD $839,000
Classic 4BR, 2 1/2BA Wychwood Colonial
w/updated EIK, 1st floor Family Room, MBR
w/bath, charm galore and more! MLS 3120963

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,000
3BR, 2.1BA Ranch on 1.4 acres, bright Kit
w/bay window, new wood flrs & stnls appl, 2
spa-like bths, 2c gar & full bsmt. MLS 3119639

WESTFIELD $595,000
Ideally located! Charming Colonial 4BR, 2BA,
LR/frpl, DR, Den & EIK. HW flrs & abundant
updates. Close to Franklin Schl. MLS 3120931

SCOTCH PLAINS $499,000
Beautifully renovated 4 bedroom, 3 bath home
with open floor plan, wood floors, Family
Room, 98x141 lot. MLS 3118324

WESTFIELD $474,900
Beautifully decorated 4BR, 1.1BA home w/
extra lrg EIK, HWF, gernerous back yard, many
expansion possibilities. MLS 3117054

SCOTCH PLAINS $425,000
Charming Colonial on quiet street offers NEW
Kitchen & baths, hdwd flrs, new windows, LR
w/fpl, patio & more. MLS 3120918
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Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 
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Probitas Verus Honos

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Westfield...Uncompromised attention to detail has been lavished on this 2007, 5 bedroom/4.1 bath Colonial from the open floor
plan to its stylish finishes. Inspiration begins in the foyer, boasting outfitted closets, gleaming hardwood flooring and high ceilings
crowned with deep moldings. The formal area of the home features a gracious living room accented by a prominent archway into
the banquet sized dining room highlighted by milled craftsmanship. A chef’s kitchen, equipped with a Viking six burner stove,
granite center island with breakfast bar and sliders to the paver patio, seamlessly adjoins the sunlit family room, warmed by a gas
fireplace. The second level encompasses a luxurious master retreat, with spa-like bath and walk-in outfitted closet, plus three
generously sized bedrooms, hall bath and laundry. The third level includes a versatile guest en suite. Incredibly finished lower level
comprised of a recreation room, exercise area, full bath, private office and abundant storage. Located just a short distance to
Washington School, library, shopping and transportation, this residence has it all! Offered at $1,175,000.

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 9th 1-4PM • 719 Harding Street

Courtesy of Joe Rinaldi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JOINING THE 1,000-POINT CLUB...Three former members of the Blue Devils’ 1,000-point club witnessed Jackie Knapp
hitting a 3-pointer against Union to also join the 1,000-point club. Pictured, left to right, are: Erin Miller, Head Coach Joe
Marino, Lil Scott, Knapp, Assistant Coach Liz McKeon and Director of Athletics Sandy Mamary.


