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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLAPJACKS AND JUICE...Boy Scouts from Troop No. 104 fill juice cups at the Lions Club Pancake Breakfast Sunday
morning at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOMINICAN PRIDE …Charlie Centinaro, II of Scotch Plains, now a sopho-
more at Kean University, proudly displays the Dominican flag which is part of his
personal heritage. Playing Usanavi, the lead role in the musical In the Heights, he
rapped his solos and showed his dancing skills as well. See story page 20.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
ONE-SEAT RIDE...Pictured, left to right, Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and former Westfield Mayor Tom Jardim met at
the Fanwood Train Station to ride the first one-seat ride train on Monday. The
train bypassed Newark and went straight to New York City.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAMP SHOW...A stamp enthusiast enjoys the selection at the Westfield Stamp
Club's Annual Show held in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building on Saturday.

SP-F Board of Education
Receives $2.9 Mil. in Aid

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion officials announced at
Thursday’s board meeting that the
district will receive $2,947,508 in
state aid for the 2014-2015 school
year. The district received
$2,841,328 last year.

It was broken down to transpor-
tation aid, $204,541, the same
amount as last year; special educa-
tion aid, $2,550,339, the same as
last year; security aid, $86,448, the
same aid; PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for Col-
lege and Careers) Readiness Aid,
$53,090, the same as last year, and
Per Pupil Growth Aid, $53,090, also
the same as last year.

Capital projects to be considered
within the school budget this year
are renovation of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) sci-
ence labs, $1,071,900; a boiler unit
at Brunner Elementary School,
$120,000, and various bathroom
upgrades, at $40,000. Those
projects will amount to $1,231,900

in the new budget, officials said.
Initiatives supported by the 2014-

2015 budget are summer work for
aligning assessments to the Com-
mon Core State Standards, textbook
updates for the seventh-grade U.S.
Government, Spanish 11 and AP
Physics courses. An additional six
staff members will be added to the
2014-2015 budget.

Last year’s school budget had the
local tax levy at $77,991,986 with a
total budget of $86,076,251. The
total school tax in Scotch Plains
was $60.7 million with $17.3 mil-
lion raised in Fanwood.

Upcoming scheduled budget meet-
ings are as follows: Tuesday, March
18 to adopt a tentative budget; Thurs-
day, March 20, open agenda meeting,
and Thursday, March 27, regular pub-
lic meeting, 7:30 p.m. All meetings
will be held at the administration of-
fices at Evergreen School.

In other business, the board hon-
ored high-school sophomore James
Murphy, who made the All-Ameri-
can and All State Soccer teams and
was named to the First Team by The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Mountainside’s Lubarsky
Details Bond Referendum

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
voters will head to the election polls
on Tuesday, March 11, to vote on a
$19.5-million bond referendum for
improvements and upgrades at the
borough’s two public schools,
Deerfield and Beechwood.

The proposal includes $17 mil-
lion in work at Deerfield and $2.4
million at Beechwood. If voters
pass the referendum, the state will
fund $7.9 million of the $19.5-
million bond, amounting to 40 per-
cent of the cost per section 5 of the
Educational Facilities Construction
and Financing Act, with the re-
mainder paid out of local taxes.
The local tax impact, according to
the district, will be $284 per year
on a home assessed at $264,000.
The owner o a home assessed at
$264,000 paid an average of $4,917
in school taxes last year. The total
school tax in the borough was
$14,351,445 in support of a budget
of $15,216,333.

If voters reject the question, lo-
cal taxpayers would pay 100 per-
cent of the costs. The bond will be
borrowed over 20 years.

Work at Deerfield will include:
conversion from steam and electric
heat to a hot water system at a total
cost of $4.2 million; infrastructure
improvements totaling $7.3 mil-
lion, including replacement of roof
gutters and leaders, HVAC replace-
ment for the main office, gym and
cafeteria, removal of classroom
carpeting, asbestos abatement, and
removal of wood paneling in corri-
dors, replacement of corridor ceil-
ings and lighting, and window re-
placement; security and lighting

upgrades of $1.8 million, including
replacement of a security exterior
door and upgrades to the public
address and burglar alarm and sur-
veillance and access control sys-
tems, as well as ADA and HVAC
upgrades and toilet renovations of
$3.1 million and AV/IT upgrades
totaling $749,490.

Beechwood improvements will
include roof replacement and roof-
top heat exchange replacement at
$1.4 million; security and life safety
upgrades, including public address
and burglar alarm upgrades for a
cost of $585,338; lighting upgrades
of $61,500, and $251,550 in AV/IT
upgrades and $103,200 in site work
and drainage. The security systems
at both schools will include card
swipe and identification systems for
staff and visitors.

During an interview at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times offices on Fri-
day, Chief School Administrator
Nancy Lubarsky said the state only
released approval letters for the fi-
nancing per bonding on February 3.

SP Council Discusses Change In
Gov. Form, Scotch Hills Repairs

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During a
four-hour meeting Tuesday night,
township council members cau-
tioned the audience multiple times
about exhibiting disorderly behav-
ior. The bitterness was particularly
evident while the council discussed
potential changes to the township’s
form of government and the next
steps to be taken to preserve the
200-year-old building at the Scotch
Hills Country Club.

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
delivered a 10-minute slide presen-
tation on the Faulkner Act, legisla-
tion created to allow municipalities
more flexibility in structuring their
governments. Mr. Giaimis said the

council-manager format, adopted
by Scotch Plains in 1978, is the
most popular form of government.
He also noted several options exist
within the council-manager system,
including how to elect council mem-
bers and the mayor.

After the presentation, Mr.
Giaimis turned the floor over to
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus,
who had attempted to discuss
changes to the government at the
previous council meeting. Mr.
Marcus is seeking to change the
way council members are elected
to non-partisan from partisan elec-
tions. Mr. Marcus also said he
wanted to discuss the process of
electing the mayor. Until 2000,
Scotch Plains mayors were chosen
by the council to serve one-year
terms; since then, voters have di-
rectly elected mayors to serve four-
year terms.

During the public comment por-
tion of Tuesday’s meeting, about
15 residents vehemently objected
to changing the way the mayor is
elected. They said council is trying
to take away their basic rights to
vote. In response to their com-
plaints, Mr. Marcus said as a public
official receiving “feedback from
residents of the town helps us do
our jobs.” He said he believes “po-
litical parties can get in the way of
how government bodies function.
Sometimes it simply can’t be

helped.” Mr. Marcus said when the
council chooses a mayor, the “resi-
dents’ right to vote is maintained;
they vote for the council.” Mr.
Marcus said, “There is a miscon-
ception by the public that the mayor
has powers that he doesn’t have.”
Mr. Marcus added that Mayor
Glover “may be under the same
misconception as having certain
powers” he does not actually pos-
sess. Mr. Marcus said all the execu-
tive authority resides with Mr.
Giaimis, who is in charge of the
day-to-day operations of the town-
ship.

Mayor Glover said even if the
government structure is changed it
is, “naïve to think that we’re (coun-
cil) non-partisan. I will cross party
lines to do what I think is right.
Tonight you witnessed the vitriolic
behavior in this room. Does that go
away?”

Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella agreed with Mayor
Glover and said “elected officials
should always be chosen on merit.”
She is concerned that removal of
political affiliations and how can-
didate names are positioned on the
voting ballots can skew the results
of an election. Councilman
Llewellyn Jones said that if any
changes to the government struc-
ture are to occur, they should be
included on the 2015 ballot, not

Fanwood Council Discusses
Energy Aggregation, Budget

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Borough Council held a special
meeting, in addition to their regu-
larly scheduled agenda meeting on
Tuesday night, to discuss a poten-
tial energy aggregation ordinance.
Following the special meeting,
council members heard reports from
Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan, Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tomkins, and
Borough Engineer Peter Bondar, as
well as an update on progress at
Fanwood Memorial Library (FML)

from Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell.

Councilman Dan Levine ex-
plained that thee aggregation ordi-
nance would allow Fanwood the
option, though not an obligation, to
pursue Community Energy Aggre-
gation (CEA.)

CEA is an approach made pos-
sible by the deregulation of energy
legislated in 1999, which allowed
competition among energy provid-
ers, though maintaining public util-
ity companies’ monopoly on distri-
bution. The legislation sought to

lower prices and to encourage
cleaner methods of energy produc-
tion.

Since 1999, any citizen may
choose to purchase energy from a
third-party supplier, though utility
companies like PSE&G still own
the “pipes and wires” that deliver
energy to homes.

Through the CEA program,
Councilman Levine said, commu-
nities can use their combined pur-
chasing power to get even lower
prices from third-party suppliers
than are available to individuals.

Furthermore, he said, through
CEA, vendors can compete on tech-
nologically advanced bidding plat-
forms, such as the one Borough
Lawyer Dennis Estis recommended
to the council in December, Energy
Market Exchange (EMEX.) EMEX,
for instance, provides reverse auc-
tion bidding software that reduces
administrative costs and increases
competition during the bidding pro-
cess, further driving down prices.

In the 70 or 80 New Jersey mu-
nicipalities that already participate
in CEA, savings on supply pricing
have averaged 5 to 10 percent,
Councilman Levine said. Bills and
service still come from the public
utility; savings are merely reflected
on the bill.

According to the New Jersey
Community Clean Energy Aggre-
gation (NJCCEA), a non-profit that
promotes CEA, less than 15 per-
cent of consumers have chosen to
use a third-party supplier individu-
ally since 1999. In part, this may be
due to a fear of scams. CEA pro-
tects citizens by accepting bids only
from state-licensed third-party sup-
pliers and mandating that prices
remain lower than those offered by
the public utility.

Councilman Levine explained
that residents who already purchase
from a third party will be opted out
of the CEA program and remain
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Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, March 9, at 2 a.m.


