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UCC Votes to Put Sports Complex
At Oak Ridge Park In Clark

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of
trustees and governors for Union
County College (UCC) unani-
mously voted Tuesday to accept
the Union County Freeholders’
offer to build a sports complex,
to include track, soccer and la-
crosse, at Oak Ridge Park in Clark,
with the caveat being they dis-
cuss other county venues as well.

The trustees’ buildings and
grounds committee had recom-
mended plans be drawn to build
the field at Oak Ridge Park. A
packed UCC auditorium of resi-
dents, township officials and
county officials audibly clapped
in response to the board’s deci-
sion to consider a space outside
of Cranford.

“This is the best possible
outcome...I am very happy the
buildings and grounds commit-

tee made the recommendation. I
am ecstatic that the full board
agreed with that and passed it,”
Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins told
The Westfield Leader.

“We will help you with this field.
We will not cover all the cost of it.
We are offering land at Oak Ridge
Park and we will work with you
further on how we will move
forward with this project,” Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski said to the board.

The county had set aside cof-
fers to fund the field before the
freeholders pulled it after decid-
ing Cranford was not a suitable
site.

“Mr. Nacco (Stephen Nacco, ex-
ecutive assistant to the presi-
dent and vice-president of ad-
ministrative services at UCC) has
said in Cranford Talk Radio that
they have saved their pennies to
the tune of $1.4 million, so given

that the college already has that
allocated to the field I would
imagine they would move that to
the Oak Ridge site,” Felicia Van
Ostenbridge, a resident of Colby
Lane, told The Leader.

Members of Union County
Neighbors United (UCNU) had
begun petitioning UCC’s original
proposal to build a field on its
Cranford campus.

In the plan, UCC was to remove
700 mature trees. The removal
of over four acres of trees com-
bined with the storm water run-
off from the turf field, which would
drain ultimately to Nomahegan
Lake, where flooding is currently
happening during storms, was a
major concern.

UCC had incorporated a
500,000-gallon retention basin
in its plan. Residents have said
that it would not hold enough
rainwater.

Mayor Kalnins said Monday at
the Cranford Township Commit-
tee meeting that UCC’s engineer-
ing statistics are based on a five-
, 10- or 25-year storm, which is
the minimum the state requires
for flood mitigation. Cranford has
seen multiple 50- and 100-year
storms, the mayor said.

There also were concerns about
noise and light pollution and traf-
fic and parking.

“I know there have been other
sites offered,” Freeholder
Kowalski told The Leader, in re-
sponse to the board’s interest in
exploring other county space.
Oak Ridge Park, a former golf
course, has over 40 acres of
open space, with an archery
range.

“I think we can manage four
acres for the track and soccer
field,” Freeholder Kowalski told
The Leader.

Many residents and officials
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PUBLIC OPINION MATTERS...The Board of Trustees and Governors for
Union County College (UCC) unanimously voted on Tuesday to accept the Union
County Freeholders’ offer to build a sports complex, to include track, soccer and
lacrosse, at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. The project, originally slated for the UCC
Cranford campus, was met with objection by residents.
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FLYING HIGH...Cranford High School students toss their caps in the air at the
conclusion of the graduation ceremony on June 19 at Memorial Field.

Garwood Council Okays
Emergency Appropriations

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil voted to approve $70,000 in
emergency appropriations to fix
a leaking roof and related dam-
age at borough hall, one of three
votes that drew sharp objections
from Councilman Jim Mathieu at
Tuesday night’s meeting.

The money is to repair about
one-quarter of the roof and for
damage to carpet and other inte-
rior fixtures, a matter that was
first brought to the attention of
the council a month ago.

The measure was approved 5
to 1 with the lone no vote being
Mr. Mathieu, who felt that not
enough research had been done
on the matter and that the ex-
penditure was being “railroaded”
through council.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
told the council that only one bid

had been received to repair the
roof for $60,000. The other
money was for interior damage.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
indicated she had been unable to
obtain a second estimate and
that she was concerned about a
roof collapse.

“Leaky roofs happen, a lot,” Mr.
Mathieu said. “I feel we get rail-
roaded with these fait accomplis.
You don’t vote yes, and you’re
the worst person in the world.
Guess what? I reject that. You
want my vote, you’ve got to bring
me up to speed. I ain’t voting for
this. This is a bunch of crap. It’s
a bunch of garbage.”

Mr. Petruzzelli indicated that
insurance may cover the repairs,
but the borough would still have
a $1,000 deductible.

Mr. Mathieu also was critical of
another financial decision by the
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