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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVIL ALLIEGRO WHACKS 2 HRs, SCORES 3 RUNS; COUGAR WISCHUSEN RAPS 2 RBI

Westfield 12s Edge Cougars in Cal Ripken Districts, 5-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Town rivalries produced top-
notched competition and it played
out in a battle between two un-
beaten teams in the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
June 18. The Westfield 12s, as
the visiting team, took advan-
tage of a few throwing errors and
two wild pitches to score two
runs in the top of the fifth inning
then shutdown the Cranford Cou-
gars in their last two at-bats to
pull out a 5-4 victory.

“Cranford and Westfield, from
here 12-year-olds all the way
through to the senior year in high
school, you want to win those
games. You are going to play
good teams and that is the best
team we faced so far. I will see
some of them in the freshmen
level first,” said Westfield Head
Coach Jim McKeon, who also
coached the freshmen team at
the high school.

“Absolutely! They are a great
rivalry. They are a well-coached
team. They put the bat on the
ball. They make plays, and they

deserved to win. They beat us
today,” Cougar Coach Rich
Wischusen said.

Jack Jurosz pitched the first
four innings for the Cougars and
yielded three runs on eight hits,
while walking none and striking
out one. Mike Murphy pitched
the final two innings and allowed
two unearned runs, two hits and
two walks, while striking out
three.

Andrew Eschausse started for
Westfield and allowed three runs,
four hits and three walks, while
fanning two, in three innings.
Tim Alliegro pitched the final three
innings and gave up one run on
no hits and three walks, while
striking out two.

Alliegro also added some big

time emphasis at the plate when
he hammered a solo home run
over the centerfield fence in the
first inning then launched a solo
blast over the right field fence in
the fourth. He also walked and
scored what turned out to be the
winning run in the fifth.

“You know you are hot when
you hit a bomb, and the next
time you come up and you hit
another to the opposite field.
You know you are in the zone,
because an opposite field home
run is just getting the bat on the
ball. Not only that but he came in
and saved the game for us in the
end,” Coach McKeon said.

Batting in the spot before
Alliegro, Eschausse singled, stole
a base and scored in the fifth.
Batting just after Alliegro, Will
Kessler knocked a pair of singles,

stole three bases and scored
once. Batting higher in the lineup,
Griffin Rooney and Hank
Meiselman each rapped a pair of
singles and Danny Kohler slashed
a single.

“Vic [Coustan] our leadoff man
has great speed. Eschausse is
one of our better athletes that I
have seen as a 12-year-old. He
can play anywhere. Then Kessler
just mashes the ball. It’s a good
core four at the top. Then you
can’t forget the guys at the bot-
tom. They get the RBIs when the
top four get on base. It’s a team
effort,” Coach McKeon said.

After Alliegro’s first homer, the
Cougars took a 2-1 lead in the
bottom of the second. Jeremy
Ruka drew the first of his three
walks and stole second. Jake
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