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FCC Looking to ‘Try On’
T-Shirts For Spiritual Size

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield will
continue its annual Summer Ser-
mon Series with a look at T-shirts as
a form of religious expression. Visi-
tors are invited to attend the casual,
air-conditioned family worship at
10 a.m. and to stay for light refresh-
ments on the lawn following each
service.

The series, entitled “T-Shirt The-
ology,” will explore a different slo-
gan each week from a spiritual and
theological perspective. Led by the
Reverend Dr. Mark Boyea, senior
minister, the series will begin on
Sunday, July 6, and continue
through Labor Day. A program of
summer stories will be offered for
young children during the service
and a crib room is available for
infants and toddlers.

“Besides being cool and com-
fortable, T-shirts have often served
as personal billboards, whether se-
rious or humorous, for the wearer’s
beliefs and attitudes about life, the
world, and God,” said Reverend

Boyea. “I often find myself reflect-
ing on these sentiments, at various
times moved to laughter, sadness,
curiosity, inspiration, annoyance,
and even anger.

“But rarely has a T-shirt saying
opened the door to a real conversa-
tion about its meaning. Instead, they
end up being more like ‘sound bites.’
And from a spiritual perspective,
our sound-bite culture does us no
favors. This summer, what better
time to seriously reflect on some of
those sound bites instead of just
passing them by on the street.”

This will be the seventh in the
church’s annual summer sermon se-
ries. Previous series have explored the
world’s religions and the Bible’s “one-
hit wonders,” figures who appear only
once but make a lasting impact.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional infor-
mation, call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.

MOM Helps Those In Need
Both Abroad and Locally

WESTFIELD — Mothers On a
Mission (MOM), a local non-profit,
is continuing its efforts on behalf of
people in need both overseas and
closer to home. On May 16 the group
held a small fundraiser to further
raise awareness about its goals and to
raise money for its current project.
The mission of MOM is to help
women and children in developing
countries achieve equality and jus-
tice through education and healthcare.
Approximately 50 women attended
the event, which was held at a
member’s home.

MOM recently embarked on an
ongoing fund-raising mission to help
construct a children’s ward at the
Alanyi Healthcare Center in Uganda,
a project to which the group has do-
nated in the past. Having raised close
to $100,000 since its founding in 2009,
MOM already has helped purchase
equipment and supplies to complete
the maternity ward at the Alanyi clinic.
Additional projects that MOM has
funded include the construction of
two wells in Africa and the sponsor-
ship of orphans at the Children’s Ark
Orphanage in Wabulenzi, Uganda.

MOM also has worked in conjunc-
tion with other local non-profits to
support their programs. Most recently,

MOM teamed up with the American
Legion in Scotch Plains and Bonds of
Courage to deliver Mother’s Day
flowers to Union County mothers of
soldiers currently serving overseas.
After Superstorm Sandy, MOM dedi-
cated specific funds to aid Xavier
High School in New York City and
St. Rose High School in Belmar as
they recovered from the devastation.

Kerry Mooney and Ali Costalos
co-founded MOM after finding in-
spiration in Nicholas Kristof’s book
“Half the Sky,” which discusses the
struggle of women and children in
the developing world.

“That is why we’re doing this – we
believe the bonds of motherhood can
cross borders to help educate women
and change the world for the better,”
commented Mrs. Mooney.

“Our most recent event was really
a jumping-off point for our next big
fund-raising gala on November 22 at
Shackamaxon Country Club. Two
years ago, we raised over $40,000 at
our dinner and we’re hoping that we
can build on that success to provide
the Alanyi clinic with a significant
nest egg to launch the next phase of
their expansion,” said Mrs. Costalos.

For more information about MOM,
visit mothersonamission.vpweb.com.

Alec Rodriguez Receives
Lions Club Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alec
Rodriguez, a resident of Scotch Plains
and a June graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, recently was
awarded the Grausso/
Bendel Memorial Schol-
arship from the Scotch
Plains Lions Club. The
scholarship is given in
memory of two former
leaders of the Scotch
Plains Lions Club, Norm
Bendel and Tony
Grausso.

This scholarship is
awarded annually to col-
lege-bound Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High
School seniors. Prefer-
ence is given to students
who have demonstrated
involvement in community service,
especially those causes dedicated to
the blind and visually-impaired. Li-
ons Clubs International has more than
1.4 million members active in over
43,000 Lions clubs around the world.
They are dedicated to meeting a vari-

ety of their community’s needs, with
the association’s major service initia-
tive being serving the blind and visu-
ally-impaired.

Alec was an honor stu-
dent at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. He
has been a recreation vol-
unteer at a senior citizens
center and a member of the
Helping Hands Club, again
helping senior citizens. In
addition, he has been ac-
tive in the Student Move-
ment Against Cancer and
volunteers at the Angel
Paws Adoption Center tak-
ing care of cats. Alec will
attend Yale University in
the fall, majoring in Mo-
lecular, Cellular and De-

velopmental Biology, and hopes to
pursue a career in the medical field.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Lions Club or to attend a meet-
ing, call Club President Barbara Anilo
at (908) 322-4472. The Scotch Plains
Lions Club welcomes new members.

Alec Rodriguez

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Personal Injury

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

& Auto Accidents

On time service with dependable drivers.

Always someone on the phones – never a 
machine! 

Late model Lincoln Town Cars    / 15 passenger Vans for larger groups

(908) 272-8698

Mason’s Limousine – (908) 272-8698

$6
Must mention this coupon when making reservation

                          
              Not valid with  other discounts

                              Coupon expires 12/01/14

AIRPORT SERVICE

OFF

Trip to Newark Airport

 Visit our website:  www.masonlimo.com
We will MATCH any competitors published price to Newark airport

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•
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•

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

Library to Spotlight
Food Chemistry

SCOTCH PLAINS — Dr. Benny
Chan of The College of New Jersey’s
(TCNJ) School of Science will be at
the Scotch Plains Public Library on
Monday, June 30, at 7 p.m. to demon-
strate how chemistry impacts food.

Dr. Chan teaches a course at TCNJ
that allows students to break down
recipes, experiment with certain as-
pects and explore chemical principles
such as thermodynamics or denatur-
ation. He will bring a taste of that class
to the library with dishes such as
carmelized bananas with liquid nitro-
gen ice cream and powdered Nutella,
or pancakes with sous vide eggs.

This program is part of the library’s
summer reading program, Literary
Elements, and is free and open to all.
Advanced registration is required. To
register, visit scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mail library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Margaret Schantz Attains
Girl Scout Silver Award

WESTFIELD — Because of her
diligent work for the Miller-Cory
House Museum, located on Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, Margaret
Schantz has achieved the Silver
Award from Westfield Girl Scout
Troop No. 219.

A Westfield resident, Margaret
recently turned 15 and just finished
the ninth grade at Westfield High
School. She has been a Girl Scout
since first grade and is the daughter
of Lowell and Ines Schantz.

Margaret is a long-time volun-
teer at the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, helping as a docent in the
garden, with crafts and with cook-
ing using colonial recipes on the

open-hearth fireplace. Her projects
for the Silver Award included new
lettered signs, plus a special garden
and business cards. She commented
that, “it was good to do something
for the museum.”

In addition to her dedicated mu-
seum work, Margaret enjoys gar-
dening, drawing and playing the
trumpet.

The Silver Award is a service project
that requires more than 50 hours of
commitment to a specific cause. It
signifies leadership and dedication
for improving the community.

Westfield Girl Scout Troop No.
219 is part of the Girl Scouts Heart of
New Jersey council.

SILVER SUCCESS...Margaret Schantz recently attained her Girl Scout Silver
Award through her work with the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield. Her
Silver Award projects included new signs for the museum, plus a special garden
and business cards. She is pictured at the entrance to the museum in front of one
of her signs.

WHS Seniors Celebrate During
25th Project Graduation BASH
WESTFIELD — The Westfield High

School graduating class stayed up all
night to celebrate at Project Graduation
BASH on June 19. This is the 25th
anniversary of the Optimist Club-spon-
sored Project Graduation BASH, a long-
standing tradition for graduating se-
niors. In addition to food and refresh-
ments all night, approximately 380
graduates enjoyed music, dancing, en-
tertainment, magic shows, massages,
swimming and a variety of other activi-
ties at a large indoor sports facility.

The purpose of the event is to pro-
vide a fun, safe, drug- and alcohol-
free atmosphere for the senior class
to celebrate their high school gradu-
ation. In the past 25 years, more than
7,000 Westfield High School gradu-
ates have had safe celebrations with

classmates. Approximately 85 per-
cent of the graduating students have
attended BASH, and parents felt se-
cure that students were safe.

The Optimist Club of Westfield or-
ganizes, sponsors and raises funds to
support the substance-free event. Par-
ents, sponsors and local businesses
enable this event to continue in the
community every year through their
generous contributions. A program
book distributed at the Westfield High
School graduation ceremony recog-
nizes these individuals and businesses.

“BASH is a long-standing tradition
for Westfield students, and provides a
safe haven on graduation night where
seniors gather together as a class one
last time,” said Darielle Walsh, Opti-
mist Club Project Graduation BASH
chairperson. “Optimist Club members
volunteer as chaperones or in other
supporting roles to ensure the special
tradition of BASH continues.”

The Optimist Club is a not-for-profit
service club composed of men and
women who live and/or work in the
Westfield area. The Optimist Club of
Westfield, chartered as a chapter of
Optimist International in 1989, is an
organization which has as its mission
being a “friend of youth.” The 50
members of the Westfield chapter serve
the youth and families of the commu-
nity through service projects, com-
munity activities, support for needy
families and academic programs and
competitions.

For more information about the
Optimist Club, go to westfieldnj.com/
optimist.

FRIENDSHIP JOURNEY...Westfield Girl Scout Troop No. 40041 from Edison
Intermediate School helped Brownie Troop No. 40147 earn their “Making Friends”
badge at Tamaques Elementary School on June 6. The sixth-grade girls completed
their Journey Award by hosting the badge workshop for the second graders.


