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GOOD LUCK, GRADS… Prior to Thursday’s commencement, Westfield High
School soon-to-be graduates display their college choices on their graduation caps.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Madison Mueller, Kathleen Bond, Gianna DeVito,
Caroline Baldwin, Jaclyn O’connor, Shannon Malley and Carly Friedman.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
COLLEGE BOUND...Westfield High School graduates announce where they
will be heading in the fall by adding the college of their choice to their graduation
caps on June 19.

They are precious jewels that can last
a lifetime… Don’t be afraid to take a
chance and try something new… Ev-
eryone will need help from someone
at some point in life… Always strive
to safeguard your name and reputa-
tion,” Mr. Nelson said.

During the ceremony, Mr. Renwick
recognized some of the accomplish-
ments and honors of the Class of 2014.

WHS had 19 graduates wearing the
National Merit Letters of Commenda-
tion, four graduates who are National
Merit Finalists, four graduates awarded
a National Merit-Based Scholarship,
162 graduates elected to the National
Honor Society, 234 graduates who
received the President’s Award of Aca-
demic Distinction and 146 students
honored in different awards ceremo-
nies from 54 organizations.

In addition, the College Woman’s
Club of Westfield and the College
Men’s Club of Westfield annually
recognize a female and male gradu-
ate who earned the highest academic
grade point average. This year’s

awards were presented to Kristin
Hauge and Fraser Weist.

The Class of 2014 had nine students
who attained a perfect 4.0 all subject
grade point average during their four
years at WHS. These students were
recognized during the ceremony and
received a gift. The graduates who
achieved this honor were Kathleen
Bond, Abigail Cook, Mark Gillespie,
Kristin Hauge, Kelly Mazzucco,
Daniel Myers, Jill Rosenfeld, Lauren
Schmeider and Sophia Shiffman.

Although Mr. Renwick addressed
the graduates privately during their
rehearsal in an effort to save time, he
did leave them with some final words
of wisdom.

“I ask that you remember to follow
your passion, recognize that there are
many ways to achieve success and to be
mindful of life’s many miracles. As
Albert Einstein beautifully stated,
‘There are two ways to live your life.
One as though nothing is a miracle, the
other as though everything is,’” Mr.
Renwick said.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FLYING HIGH...Cranford High School students toss their caps in the air at the
conclusion of the graduation ceremony on June 19 at Memorial Field.
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CF Discusses UCC Field,
Flooding at Riverfront

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
Union County Neighbors United
(UCNU) addressed the township
committee on Monday regarding
their concerns over a proposed
sports complex on the campus of
Union County College (UCC).

“They (UCC) act as if they do
not have to go to anyone,” said
Mindy Kipness, a resident and
member of UCNU. UCC has said it
does not need a permit by the town-
ship to build on its property.

“They get all of their funding
from the county…where are they?”
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato asked.

“These deadlines were not real.
There is no reason why they have
to make a decision tomorrow (Tues-
day),” Mayor Andis Kalnins said
regarding Tuesday night’s UCC
Board of Trustees meeting.

The township and residents have
concerns about flooding caused by
the removal of 700 mature trees and
runoff from the field, which would
drain ultimately to Nomahegan
Park, where flooding currently hap-
pens during storms. There also are
concerns involving noise and light
pollution and traffic and parking.

The mayor said UCC’s engineer-
ing statistics are based on a five-,
10- or 25-year storm, which is the
minimum the state requires for flood
mitigation. Cranford has seen mul-
tiple 50- and 100-year storms, the
mayor said.

UCC has not performed an Envi-
ronmental Impact Study (EIS),
Cranford resident David
MacDonnell said.

“They truly do not have anything
meritorious they can represent. The
only reason they did not do an EIS
is because it would be damning to
their particular project,” Mr.
MacDonnell said.

“The absence of due diligence
speaks volumes,” Mr. MacDonnell
added.

High Street by the newly built
Riverfront at Cranford Station de-
velopment has seen its share of
flooding. The engineering depart-
ment sent a letter June 6 to the
property owner of Riverfront about
repairing the roof leader and sump
pump discharges.

“Riverfront was supposed to alle-
viate flooding in that area, and it is
worse than ever. We have another
group promising the same,” Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor said.

“High Street would flood during
extremely bad storms; now in heavy
rain the streets are flooded,” she
said.

The Riverfront Development’s
sump pump has a constant flow, the
engineering department officials
said.

“It is worse. I grew up in that area.
I have never seen it like this,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said.

The township committee has de-
bated the fate of the 200-year-old
Pepperidge tree, nicknamed “Old
Peppy,” located in Lincoln Park, for
four years. Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola recommended that “Old
Peppy” be cut down. He suggested
having the tree carved and displayed
at the park.

“Peppy is going to outlast all of
us,” Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said.

“I don’t want to be on this com-
mittee when it falls over. I am pro-
posing we take it down and do some-
thing with it. I would rather have
live kids than a dead tree,” Commis-
sioner D’Ambola said.

Resident Barbara Krause said she
had offered to donate money to care

for the tree a few years ago.
Mayor Kalnins asked to get cost

proposals to remove the tree and to
talk to the township’s tree advisory
board.

Mr. D’Ambola said a tree ordi-
nance is being drafted. He said right
now the ordinance as drafted would
equate to more work hours by a
forester. It would also mean plant-
ing a couple hundred trees in the
township after many were lost in
recent storms.

The new pay stations will be up
and running by the end of June,
Police Lieutenant Edward Daven-
port told the township committee.
The township passed a resolution
recently to remove the pay stations
for newer ones.

Lt. Davenport also asked the town-
ship to forego painting parking spot
numbers on the curb in favor of a
product that would adhere to the
curb that has a 12-year warranty. He
said the police department repaints
the numbers yearly but the paint
wears off before the year is up. The
adhesive numbers would cost about
$1,200, he said.

“I think this is a waste of money,”
Commissioner Hannen said.

“I think this is a good idea,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato responded.

The PSE&G substation on South
Avenue may be elevated by PSE&G,
said Mayor Kalnins, who recently
met with a PSE&G representative.
The substation had been flooded dur-
ing Hurricane Irene in 2011. A fol-
low-up meeting is scheduled with the
utility on Monday.

Pilgrim Pipeline is proposing a new
pipeline to run through Cranford by
the freight line to carry crude oil to
Linden, Mayor Kalnins said. The line
would be below ground on the rail-
road right-of-way.

“This project is a few years away
from going. They are at the state
permit level,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Chapter 688 of Vietnam Veterans of
America (VVA), began the cer-
emony that he said was “long over-
due.” He saluted the Color Guard
from American Legion Post 209
during the Posting of the Colors.

Commander Allan Betau from
Post 3 of the American Legion com-
pared serving in the military and
the connections between soldiers
to being a part of a family.

“It doesn’t matter if you were in
the same basic training unit, techni-
cal training unit, or the same squad-
ron, or even the same war,” Mr.
Betau said. “There is an unspoken,
but heartfelt camaraderie, between
veterans of all races, ethnicities and
ages.”

Peter Braun, a captain in the U.S.
Army and the keynote speaker,
knew six of the 11 men while grow-
ing up in Westfield. He graduated
with five of them from Westfield
High School in 1961.

Mr. Braun shared stories about
how they met, grew up in the town,
and served in the war, “so they’re
not just names etched in the
ground.”

“To these brave 11 men who are
being honored on the memorial,
and to all the men and women who
served in the Vietnam War, thank
you for your service,” he said.

Mary Jo Rice-Mahoney, a Viet-
nam War veteran and retired army
nurse, spent a year in Vietnam car-
ing for injured soldiers. She also
addressed the crowd about her ex-
periences during the war.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE, HIGH SCHOOL...Cranford High School graduates look for friends
and family on June 19 at the conclussion of graduation at Memorial Field.
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UCC Athletic Field

the borough would still have a $1,000
deductible.

Mr. Mathieu also was critical of
another financial decision by the
council, to approve an agreement with
Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Sandy
Bruns, who informed the borough
last week she will leave her full-time
position in early July.

The agreement will pay Ms. Bruns
$30,000 for an indefinite period to
perform her CFO functions with re-
duced hours until a replacement can
be found. The council approved the
deal 5 to 0, with Mr. Mathieu abstain-
ing and calling it a “Band-aid.” He
accused his fellow council members
who voted for it of doing so without
understanding the full implications.

Both issues reached a critical mass
for Mr. Mathieu when the council
voted to cancel the Tuesday, July 8
meeting because two council mem-
bers announced that they will be ab-
sent: Council President Ann Palmer
for her wedding, and Mr. Petruzzelli,
who will be on vacation.

Mr. Mathieu felt more information
regarding both the roof and Ms.
Bruns’ replacement could be avail-
able by July 8 and, since the council
would still have a quorum to decide
matters, that the meeting should be
held as scheduled.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt argued
that the council routinely cancels at
least one summer meeting, some-
times two, so if two members would
not be present and that all members
pledged to attend the other three
meetings, that canceling the July 8
gathering was acceptable.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco voted
with Mr. Mathieu, but the resolution
to cancel passed anyway with a 4-to-
2 vote.

In other matters, the council ap-
proved a second emergency appro-
priation, for $40,000, to replace a
pole and traffic lights on the north-
east corner of South Avenue and Cen-
ter Street that were damaged by a
tractor trailer on June 20. The uni-
dentified driver, who was traveling
west on South Avenue, made a right
turn onto Center Street, cutting the
corner short and destroying the traf-

fic signals adjacent to The Station
Bar &Grill.

Temporary traffic signals have been
affixed to a utility pole on the corner,
but Mr. Petruzzelli said the situation
creates a danger because the signals
are less apparent.

The appropriation was not disputed
since Mr. Petruzzelli assured his coun-
cil colleagues that the borough’s in-
surance company was pursuing the
matter with the truck driver’s insurer.

Via the consent agenda, the coun-
cil approved the hiring of Dylan
Cosgrove at $43,608 as the police
department’s 16th officer, and also
agreed to hire Matthew Giacobbe of
Cleary, Giacobbe, Alfieri, Jacobs of
Oakland, N.J. to conduct negotia-
tions with the local police officers’
union for a new contract.

The council additionally voted to
allow tax payments and court fees
to be paid with credit cards, al-
though there was concern expressed
by Ms. Ariemma and council mem-
bers that the transaction fees may
significantly reduce the net taxes
collected.

The council renewed the liquor
licenses for several businesses: The
Station Bar & Grill on Center Street;
The Garwood Rest, Rudy’s
Ristorante and The Westwood on
South Avenue; and Dittrick’s Wines
& Liquors, the Garwood Lanes,
Rosie’s Wine Bar and The Cross-
roads on North Avenue.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi appointed a
five-member residential parking com-
mittee consisting of Ms. Palmer from
the laws and licenses committee;
Kathleen Villaggio, a member of the
planning board and former council-
woman; Mr. Petruzzelli from the build-
ings and grounds committee; Sergeant
Mario Morelli, the Garwood Police
Department’s traffic officer, and Union
County Transit Advisory Board liai-
son Bob Ehrenbeck.

Mr. Nierstedt also reminded resi-
dents that wood chips for landscap-
ing – produced from projects around
town — were available free from the
borough’s department of public works
(DPW) on the east end of Willow
Avenue near the DPW headquarters.

college already has that allocated to the
field I would imagine they would move
that to the Oak Ridge site,” Felicia Van
Ostenbridge, a resident of Colby Lane,
told The Leader.

Members of Union County Neigh-
bors United (UCNU) had begun peti-
tioning UCC’s original proposal to build
a field on its Cranford campus.

In the plan, UCC was to remove 700
mature trees. The removal of over four
acres of trees combined with the storm
water runoff from the turf field, which
would drain ultimately to Nomahegan
Lake, where flooding is currently hap-
pening during storms, was a major
concern.

UCC had incorporated a 500,000-
gallon retention basin in its plan. Resi-
dents have said that it would not hold
enough rainwater.

Mayor Kalnins said Monday at the
Cranford Township Committee meet-
ing that UCC’s engineering statistics
are based on a five-, 10- or 25-year
storm, which is the minimum the state
requires for flood mitigation. Cranford
has seen multiple 50- and 100-year
storms, the mayor said.

There also were concerns about noise
and light pollution and traffic and park-
ing.

“I know there have been other sites
offered,” Freeholder Kowalski told The
Leader, in response to the board’s inter-
est in exploring other county space.
Oak Ridge Park, a former golf course,
has over 40 acres of open space, with an
archery range.

“I think we can manage four acres
for the track and soccer field,” Free-
holder Kowalski told The Leader.

Many residents and officials spoke
at Tuesday’s meeting encouraging
the UCC board to vote against build-
ing a field in Cranford prior to the
board’s decision.

A letter by Westfield Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky was read urging UCC
to consider Oak Ridge Park for the
sports field’s location.

Wayne Baker, a Cranford resident
and who said he is involved with the
Westfield Area ‘Y’ youth track pro-
gram, was the sole person in favor of
having a field at the Cranford cam-
pus.

“We face a problem in terms of
availability of tracks in the area…
We find ourselves fighting for space.
It is a far less convenient site for
many of our parents…to bring them
to track,” Mr. Baker said.

“It is my belief you are likely to
find far greater non-team usage by
the UCC community if the facility is
here at Cranford [rather] than Oak
Ridge,” Mr. Baker said.

After Hurricane Irene ravaged
thousands of homes in Cranford,
flooding mitigation has been at the
forefront of people’s minds.

“In front of me it was an ocean.
Boats were passing by…I don’t want
to go through that again… No disre-
spect to the YMCA, but that is a place
they go to for activities. I just want to
take care of my home because they
have a home,” Springfield Avenue
resident Carlos Olivella said in re-
telling his story of Irene’s aftermath.

UCC has not performed an Envi-
ronmental Impact Study (EIS) for its
Cranford campus field, Cranford resi-
dent David MacDonnell said at
Monday’s Cranford Township Com-
mittee meeting.

“They truly do not have anything
meritorious they can represent. The
only reason they did not do an EIS is
because it would be damning to their
particular project,” Mr. MacDonnell
said.

“The absence of due diligence speaks
volumes,” Mr. MacDonnell said.
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Freeholders
which, Ms. Dinsmore said, could re-
sult in “dramatic savings” for the
county.

The freeholders also are set to
vote to extend the county’s con-
tract with KemperSports, which
manages the county’s two golf
courses,  Galloping Hil l  in
Kenilworth and Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains, by two months through
Wednesday, October 1, at an addi-
tional cost of $40,000 for a total
management fee to Kemper in 2014
of $134,000.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations, said the county is in the
process of going out to seek propos-
als for management of its golf
courses as Kemper’s five-year con-
tract is expiring.

The board is also expected to vote
tonight on approving a one-year con-
tract for the Union County Assistant
Prosecutors Association for 2011
and 2012. Norman Albert, director
of administrative services, said the
county is in negotiations, saying there
has been “some significant progress”
with the union for either 2013 and
2014 or 2013 through 2015.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONFERRING DIPLOMAS ...Cran-
ford Board of Education Vice-Presi-
dent Michael Caulfield passes out di-
plomas to Cranford High School se-
niors on June 19.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PUBLIC OPINION MATTERS...The Board of Trustees and Governors for
Union County College (UCC) unanimously voted on Tuesday to accept the Union
County Freeholders’ offer to build a sports complex, to include track, soccer and
lacrosse, at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. The project, originally slated for the UCC
Cranford campus, was met with objection by residents.


