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Citizens Concerns Surrounding Proposed
Union County College Facility Are Not ‘Fictional’

This letter is in response to the
proposed plans of the Union
County College (UCC) to build an
athletic facility with a track, la-
crosse, and soccer field near the
college back entrance off Gal-
lows Hill Road, Cranford. This
plan has caused great concern
for many valid reasons. And it is
not “the fiction that a few dis-
gruntled people have concocted”
as described in the UCC publica-
tion Union Matters for faculty
and staff. If fiction, then why has
the college and board of trustees
been served with documents
opposing the plan, including: a
three-page Resolution from the
Township of Cranford; letter from
the Cranford Environmental
Commission; letter from the
Rahway River Watershed Asso-
ciation; resolution from the
Cranford Board of Education and
numerous others?

My husband, Dr. Frank Krause,
and I are long-time residents of
Cranford. I have served six years
on the Cranford Township Tree
Advisory Board. And because we
have been fortunate to have two
of our four children be college
All-American Athletes, one in
swimming and one in both cross-
country and track, we are keenly
aware of the positive benefits of
college athletic involvement. Ath-
letics is not the issue here.

The problem with this particu-
lar UCC field proposal is the
location. It is nonsensical for
learned, well-educated people
to destroy 4.5 acres of 700 trees
to accommodate this facility.
Even more, it is irresponsible to
do so in this community of
Cranford, where floods have
become commonplace, most re-
cently May 1, 2014. We do not
need to exacerbate a problem

that already causes immeasur-
able community anguish.

First, as I have reported at a
past UCC Board of Trustees meet-
ing, the Township of Cranford
lost a total of 900 municipal
trees through Hurricanes Irene
and Sandy. That does not in-
clude private property trees,
which could easily double that
number. This is why purposeful
destruction of 700 additional
trees is not acceptable and envi-
ronmentally irresponsible in the
eyes of Cranford residents.

These 700 trees are mature
hardwood forest trees. They are
our good neighbors. The college
is not with this plan. These leafy
green canopies of 700 trees of
various sizes are performing their
job of cleaning the air, taking up
water, preventing erosion and
cooling the atmosphere. Every
root, every leaf is working for us,
providing shade and conserving
energy. These benefits do not
stop at the college border; they
benefit all of us. No amount of
small newly-planted saplings will
replace the benefits of these trees
for decades to come.

In the college’s publication to
promote the facility, a “fact and
fiction” sheet states that the col-
lege proposes to plant 1,500
trees (which do not appear in
any location on the engineering
plans). The sheet also states
“old trees absorb less water than
new trees according to the Ox-
ford Journal of Tree Physiology.”
Conversely the American For-
estry Organization indicates one
mature tree absorbs 52 to100
gallons of water and 48 pounds
of carbon dioxide per day. And
the journal NATURE recently
published an international study
showing: older trees surpass

Thank You for the Help
with Fundraiser

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus would like to thank ev-
eryone who donated to our an-
nual fundraiser for “Physically
and Mentally Challenged Citi-
zens” the weekend of May 3rd
and 4th. Your generosity resulted
in $2,791 being collected by our
members within the Borough of
Garwood.

Please know that the entire
amount collected is donated to
the following local organizations:
The Garwood Public School Pre-K
Handicap Program, The Union
County Special Olympics, The
ARC of Union County, The Union
County Day Training Center, The
New Jersey State Special Olym-
pics and Catholic Community
Services.

Our special thanks to the fol-
lowing people for their coopera-
tion and support; Kings Store
Manger Brien Delp, PathMark
Store Manager Vincent Telesco,
Quick Chek Store Manager An-
drea Salazar and Dunkin Donuts
Franchise Owner Michael
Komondy.

In closing, our thanks again to
Joseph Darcy, council financial
secretary, all of our council mem-
bers, their families and “our
friends” of the Garwood Knights
of Columbus who volunteered
the many hours in collecting,
that made this very worthy
fundraiser in helping the less
fortunate, a great success.

Keith Gallagher
Garwood

younger trees, absorbing more
carbon, and some even pulling
in more carbon in a single year
than a younger tree in all of its
lifetime. Additionally, the study
indicates older trees mitigate
more storm water runoff with
their massive root systems. It is
easy to pick and choose infor-
mation to suit your purpose.

On a broader level, how can
UCC ignore the work of the May-
ors’ Council Rahway River Wa-
tershed Flood Mitigation Plan, its
mission, and Cranford’s leader-
ship role with the 12-member
communities? Since the 2011
Irene storm, 12 regional mayors
have worked tirelessly and to-
gether with the Army Corps of
Engineers to mitigate regional
flooding in the member commu-
nities. This UCC project flies in
the face of the goals of that
working group.

For all the reasons cited above,
we petition the Board of Trust-
ees of UCC to seriously consider
the major negative impacts of
this proposed project, which is
alienating the communities you
serve. Please do not approve it.

Barbara S. Krause
Cranford
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Barmakian, Nick Cannone, Jo-
seph Chen, Kevin Clauss, Aedan
Collins, Gavin Conlon, Stefan
Crigler, Ryan Daniel, Jack
Edmonson, Lucas Fan, Jack
Fico, Sean Gallagher, Sam
Hays, Chris Hoerrner, Stephen
Husch, Austin Kreusser, Tyler
Lessner, David Lindros, John
Lindros, Jesse Liu, Jake Maher,
Luke McGrory, Ben Meltzer,
Michael Mizus, Evan Moore,
Sean Moore, Griffin Morgan,
Dan Myers, Will Murtishaw, Alec
Penn, Thomas Pyle, Jack Rose,
Noah Styles, Hermes Suen,
Blake Taylor, Mark Trinkle, Brad
Whitman, Francis Wong, Matt
Wornow, Nick Youssef and
Head Coach Jeff Knight were
all named in a proclamation
issued by the council to com-
memorate the event.

Similarly, four members of
the girls’ swim team also were
honored. Caroline Baldwin,
Sarah Cronin, Erika Daniel and
Gwyn Devin are members of
the team that won the Union
County championship in Janu-
ary and were individually hon-
ored for their prowess by the
council.

Finally, the council approved
the demolition of single-family
dwellings located at 500 Clifton
Street, 84 Fairhill Drive, 218
Golf Edge, 316 Linden Avenue,
1509 Pine Grove Avenue and
229 Virginia Street; a single-
family dwelling and a detached
garage located at 543
Shackamaxon Drive and a com-
mercial property located at 449
South Avenue East.

The next town council con-
ference session open to the
public is scheduled for Tues-
day, July 15, at 7 p.m., at the
municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The

conference session will imme-
diately be followed by the
council’s regular public meet-
ing at 7:45 p.m.
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