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Westfield Town Council Hears Appeal
By Cranford on UCC Sports Complex

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular
public meeting Tuesday evening,
several members of the public
petitioned the Westfield Town
Council to consider a resolution
opposing the construction of a
sports field complex on the
Cranford campus of Union
County College (UCC). The pro-
posed sports complex would be
located adjacent to Colby Lane
in Cranford and Gallows Hill Road
on the border of Cranford and
Westfield.

This issue previously was ad-
dressed during the council’s
meeting on April 1, but no action
was taken at that time as the
project was indefinitely post-
poned by UCC administration
two weeks later due to public
opposition and concerns from
the Union County Freeholder
Board.

Critics stated that environmen-
tal concerns, additional noise
pollution and lack of sufficient
parking in the area made the
project undesirable. The plan
called for the destruction of ap-
proximately 700 mature trees,
the loss of which opponents be-
lieved would exacerbate flood-
ing in the area.

According to members of the
Union County Neighbors United,
a grassroots organization formed
to oppose the complex, the UCC
has begun to consider those
plans again. According to UCC’s
website, its board of trustees
and board of governors have
scheduled a meeting this week,
with one of the topics being
“Athletic Field Options.”

Former mayor and current
Cranford Township Committee

member Tom Hannen, Jr. asked
for Westfield’s support in op-
posing construction of the sports
complex. “I’m here tonight to
implore you to consider adopt-
ing a resolution supporting
Cranford’s resolution opposing
this field…it is Cranford’s con-
tention that this project will sig-
nificantly add to the flooding

concerns that we already expe-
rience in Cranford,” Mr. Hannen
said. “I’m here tonight looking
for your help. Please join us in
our resolution so that we can
continue to protect our resi-
dents in Cranford.”

In other news, the council hon-
ored members of the Westfield
High School boys’ and girls’ swim
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UNDER WATER...High Street in Cranford, next to the new Riverfront at Cranford Station development, floods after
heavy rain on Friday night.

teams for their recent achieve-
ments.

The boys’ swim team won the
NJSIAA Public A State Champi-
onship on February 23 for the
25th time in school history, a
state record.

Team members Charlie
Baldwin, Rob Ball, Aram
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CDC Presents Alice in
Wonderland, Jr.

CRANFORD - The Cranford
Dramatic Club (CDC) Junior
Theatre will present Disney’s
Alice in Wonderland, Jr. for two
performances on Saturday,
June 21, at 11 and 2 p.m.

Travel down the rabbit hole
and join Alice’s madcap adven-
tures in Wonderland as she
chases the White Rabbit, races
the Dodo Bird, get tied up with
Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum,
raps with a bubble blowing Cat-
erpillar and beats the Queen of
Hearts at her own game.

The show is a fast paced stage
adaptation of the timeless film
featuring updated dialogue and
new arrangements of such clas-
sic Disney songs as “I’m Late,”
“The Un-birthday Song” and
“Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah.”

General admission tickets are
$5 and can be purchased at
www.cdctheatre.org.

CDC Theatre is New Jersey’s
oldest continuously operating
Community Theatre and is lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford. This production is
made possible in part through
the generosity of the Investors
Foundation arm of Investors
Bank and The Westfield Foun-
dation.
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