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MURPHY, RUKA, ROBINSON, JAROSZ, DiCLERICO, BLACK, KATZ PUT OUT COUGAR CLOUT

Cougars Top Springfield, 11-1, in Ripken District 12 Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two breakout innings put the
Cranford 12s on the road to an
11-1, five-inning victory over
Springfield in the opening pool
play round of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on
June 14.

The Cougars mounted a 15-hit
attack and had a number of play-
ers, who added a lot of sparks
with their “metal sticks”.
Centerfielder Mike Murphy
singled in all three of his at-bats,
scored once and had two RBI.
Will Robinson tagged a pair of
singles, scored three times and
had an RBI. Jeremy Ruka and
Jack Jarosz both went 2-for-3
with an RBI and a run scored.
Jake DeClerico slashed an RBI

double and scored once. Nick
Black had two RBI, a single and a
run scored. Pat Walsh and Max
Wischusen both singled and
scored, Andrew Toto had an RBI
single, walked and scored once,
and Connor Katz singled and
added an RBI. Evan Kanterman
played first base and Chris
Guiditta was a designated hitter.

“It’s early in the season for us.
We are pleased with the way the
kids have been working. They
have improved every game. Our
whole theory is to keep getting
better as the season goes along
and we are very pleased with
the way they are right now,”
Cougar Head Coach Rich
Wischusen said.

The Cougars also received strong pitching performances from starter Black and reliever
Wischusen. Black was on the
mound until he was relieved with
two outs in the fourth inning. He
yielded one run, one hit and two
walks, while striking out six.
Wischusen allowed one hit,
struck out one and walked none.

“This is the fifth year that I
have had most of these kids.
They are all friends outside the
team. They all play together,
they have fun together and it is
an honor just to coach them,”
Coach Wischusen said.

Starter Victor Isidoro, Dan
Madden and Jeremy Tornatore
shared the pitching responsibili-
ties for the Springfield players,
who are relatively new to the
District 12 Tournament format,
and were coached by Dave
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