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An Afternoon In Dallas —
For Assassination Buffs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for Summer Travel Series

Periodically in this series, instead
of looking at an entire city as a travel
destination, we will focus on a site or
two to see in a particular city, espe-
cially if your time is limited — say
you have a few hours of free time
while on a long layover or on a busi-
ness trip. This week, we land in Dal-
las, Texas and head south about 20
miles down the Carpenter and then
the Stemmons Freeway.

There, we come upon probably the
most intensely examined and closely
studied piece of real estate in the
world. The Wall Street Journal last
year said that at Dealey Plaza, “it’s
always 1963.” And it is true. Once
you turn the corner from Houston
Street onto Elm Street, you leave 21st
century America and find yourself
transported back to a place where it
really is always 1963. If you have had
any interest in the Kennedy assassi-
nation — if you have seen the endless
documentaries, television shows, re-
enactments, interviews and movies
or read any of the seemingly non-
stop books and magazine articles
devoted to what happened on No-
vember 22, 1963—then you know
the significance of terms like “book
depository” and “grassy knoll” and
“second gunman” and “triple under-
pass” and “Zapruder film.”

Stepping into Dealey Plaza, with
that red-brick block of a building
looming above the gently curved
roadway, you feel like you are in the
middle of a Hollywood movie set or
a miniaturized figurine set down in a
meticulously-crafted scale model of
America’s most famous crime scene.

Dealey Plaza itself is a small city
park completed in 1940 and named
after a local newspaper publisher and
civic leader. Twenty years ago, the
National Park Service designated
Dealey Plaza and some of the sur-
rounding areas a National Historic
Landmark District.

Not much has changed here since
1963 as you look up and see the
window where Oswald stood and
fired. Picture yourself at any number
of spots along the street as the presi-
dential limousine passed. Stand on
the concrete pedestal where the chill-
ing home movie of the shooting was
filmed. Walk behind the stockade
fence beyond the grassy knoll and
wonder if there were other gunmen
that day.

See the rail yard that’s been the

basis for various other conspiracy
theories. Check the spot in the street
where the shots hit the President.
And, as is probably true on a given
day, take some time to listen to the
self-proclaimed assassination experts
still preaching their particular theo-
ries of what took place that day.

Since I was a kid, I have always
been interested in the Kennedy as-
sassination. Although I was an infant
when it happened, I think I have
always appreciated its magnitude and
how it dramatically altered the course
of history. I believe Oswald acted
alone, but I have always found inter-
esting and entertaining all the end-
less speculation that everyone from
Kennedy’s limousine driver to
Lyndon Johnson to the CIA to the
mafia to the communists to a gunman
hiding under the street was involved
in some grand plot.

So on a business trip to Dallas, I
made sure to carve out an afternoon
to see it all in person after so many
years of reading about it and seeing it
in old photos and newsreels. Getting
out of the taxi and absorbing the
entire scene of the crime was both
chilling and surreal.

I probably walked every square
foot of Dealey Plaza that afternoon,
standing at every vantage point I could
recall from all the different photos I
had seen all my life. I stood where
Abraham Zapruder stood as he filmed.
I stood where Mary Moorman stood,
across Elm Street from Zapruder, as

she snapped her famous pictures. I
explored the area behind the stock-
ade fence where supposed gunmen
hid. And I tried repeatedly to imagine
what it must have been like that day
to be a mere spectator, anxious to see
the president in person and instead
witnessing his murder just a few feet
away.

Now a county government build-
ing, the old Texas School Book De-
pository building in 1963 was a text-
book warehouse with a giant Hertz
rental car sign on its roof that fea-
tured the time of day and the tem-
perature in lights. Most of the wit-
nesses to the assassination marked
the time by looking up at that Hertz
sign: 12:30 p.m. The textbook com-
pany moved out in 1970, the building
was sold and re-sold, with the Dallas
County government eventually buy-
ing it in 1977. The first five floors are
county offices; the sixth floor—where
Oswald was positioned when he fired
the three shots—was turned into a
must-see museum that opened in
1989.

The Sixth Floor Museum is open
daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Its per-
manent exhibit features films, photo-
graphs and various artifacts and
memorabilia chronicling President
Kennedy’s life and legacy as well as
the events that took place before,
during and after the assassination.
The eerie high point, for me, was in
the far corner of the sixth floor, where

WF Swing Band Performs
In Mindowaskin

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Swing Band, “Nostal-
gia” under the leadership of Sal
Melillo and conducted by Sam
Calello, will return to Mindowaskin
Park on Thursday, July 24, starting at
7:30 p.m. The performance will fea-
ture singers Katie Ladd and Edward
Boutross.

The band is a 16-piece swing band
featuring vocalists, Katie Ladd and
Edward Boutross. The band mem-
bers are musicians who have per-
formed with big bands and other en-
sembles throughout the New York
and New Jersey area.

During the performance, the band
will take the concert into a nostalgic
journey through time creating the
sound and styles of the big band era,
often performing the original scores
of Count Base, Glenn Miller, Artie
Shaw, Harry James and Benny
Goodman amongst other big band
greats.

Katie Ladd is a graduate of Berklee
College of Music, known for her jazz-
singer style sound when she performs
with the Big Band. A native of
Bradenton, Florida, she began her
career at the age of 4. She regularly
performs in New York City and will
be featured on “Night and Day,” by
Cole Porter, “Route 66” by Natalie

Cole, and “Too Close For Comfort”
by Diane Reeves.

Edward Boutross, known for his
style of sophistication and charm is
often found to have tonal compari-
sons to Harry Connick Jr. Some of
the selection that will be sung by
Edward, a Brooklyn native, will be
“It Had Better Be Better Tonight”
and “Come Fly With Me” by Michael
Bubble and “Mack The Knife” by
Bobby Darin.

Additional selections for the
evening by the band will include
Count Basie’s “Until I Met You,”
Harry James’ “How Deep Is The
Ocean” and Artie Shaw’s “Begin the
Beguine” and “Star Dust” amongst
many other popular big band favor-
ites.

The concert will be held in
Mindowaskin Park, located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street in Westfield.
The event is free and audience mem-
bers are encouraged to bring blankets
or chairs.

The Westfield Community Swing
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufmann, director. For further in-
formation, call (908) 789-4080 or the
swing band at (908) 342-2227 or
visit www.nostalgiathebigband.com.

SWING TIME...The Westfield Community Swing Band, “Nostalgia” will per-
form in Mindowaskin Park on Thursday, July 24, starting at 7:30 p.m. and will
feature singers Katie Ladd and Edward Boutross.

CDC Presents Alice in
Wonderland, Jr.

CRANFORD - The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) Junior Theatre
will present Disney’s Alice in Won-
derland, Jr. for two performances on
Saturday, June 21, at 11 and 2 p.m.

Travel down the rabbit hole and join
Alice’s madcap adventures in Won-
derland as she chases the White Rab-
bit, races the Dodo Bird, get tied up
with Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum,
raps with a bubble blowing Caterpillar
and beats the Queen of Hearts at her
own game.

The show is a fast paced stage adap-
tation of the timeless film featuring
updated dialogue and new arrange-
ments of such classic Disney songs as
“I’m Late,” “The Un-birthday Song”
and “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah.”

General admission tickets are $5
and can be purchased at
www.cdctheatre.org.

CDC Theatre is New Jersey’s old-
est continuously operating Commu-
nity Theatre and is located at 78
Winans Avenue in Cranford. This
production is made possible in part
through the generosity of the Inves-
tors Foundation arm of Investors Bank
and The Westfield Foundation.

Paper Mill Playhouse
Broadway Choir Hosts

Benefit Concert
MILLBURN — The Paper Mill

Playhouse Broadway Show Choir
will present a special benefit cel-
ebration on Sunday, June 22, at 7
p.m. for St. Stephen’s Church in
Millburn.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
in has been providing the Paper
Mill Playhouse Broadway Show
Choir with free rehearsal space to
support this not-for-profit arts char-
ity.

Come and support this benefit
performance so St. Stephen’s can
continue this important community
outreach effort.

Seating is limited so reserve your
tickets today. $20 per person and
$50 per family; Senior tickets are
$10.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
is located at 119 Main Street,
Millburn.

Tickets can be purchased by call-
ing (973) 376-0688 ext 10, or email
church@ststephensmillburn.org. CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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RELIVING HISTORY...You will see various historic sites on a visit to Dealey
Plaza in Dallas, site of the JFK assassination, including the book depository, the
grassy knoll and Elm Street.


