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WF Comm. Concert Band
Summer Concert Series

Westfield Community Band

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert Band, now in its
102nd concert season, will present its
annual Summer Concert Series in
Mindowaskin Park on Thursday eve-
nings, June 26, July 3, 10 and 17. All
concerts begin at 7:30 p.m. and are free
to the public.

Dr. Thomas Connors, now in his
10th season as music director, explains
that each of the band’s four concerts
will be themed to a unique program.
“We thought it would be especially
enjoyable for both our band members
and audience to present a wide variety
of music within a specific genre, such
as marches or opera,” Dr. Connors said.

In its first concert on June 26, the
band will perform a program entitled
“Marches Around the World,” featur-
ing popular march selections from more
than a dozen different countries, in-
cluding England, Norway, Ireland, New
Zealand and Italy. From the United
States, the band will perform “National
Emblem,” by E.E. Bagley, a popular
march that is frequently featured at
presidential inaugurations and patri-
otic events. The band will also perform
“Amparito Roca,” written by Spanish
composer Jaime Teixidor in 1925.

Named for one of the composer’s mu-
sic students, this march has become
one of the best known pieces of Span-
ish music.

The band will continue its concert
series with programs entitled “Happy
Birthday America” on July 3, “A Night
at the Opera” on July 10 and “An
Evening at the Pops” on July 17.

The band has been performing its
annual summer concerts in
Mindowaskin Park since 1918 when
the park opened. Concertgoers should
bring blankets and chairs. In the event
of rain, concerts will be held in the
Community Room in the Westfield
Municipal Building. The band’s Sum-
mer Concert Series is sponsored in part
by the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment, Bruce Kaufman, director.

The band rehearses each Wednes-
day evening from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. in
the community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street and performs throughout
the year.

For more information about joining
the band, contact band president, Barry
Rosenberg at (732) 356-9400 or by
email at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

CAU Community Players to
Stage Fiddler on the Roof, Jr.
SPRINGFIELD – The CAU Com-

munity Players, a combined troupe
of people with disabilities who are
members of Community Access Un-
limited (CAU) staff and actors from
throughout the wider community, will
perform Fiddler on the Roof, Jr. Fri-
day through Sunday, June 27-29, at
Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield. Fiddler on the Roof, Jr.
is a family musical for audiences of
all ages.

As with the troupe’s previous pro-
ductions, Fiddler will carry a mes-
sage of acceptance and inclusion.
The show promotes the importance
of the community and tradition in
bringing stability to an individual’s
life, as reflected by the families and
people in the village Anatevka.

The CAU Community Players, the
first of its kind in Union County, was
formed to allow CAU members with
disabilities to engage in the pleasures
of acting, singing and dancing side-

by-side with people from the com-
munity. This is the troupe’s fourth
production.

Dayton High School is located at
139 Mountain Avenue, Springfield.
The production will run Friday, June
27, and Saturday, June 28, at 7:30
p.m. and Sunday, June 29, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are on sale now and can be
purchased by visiting
www.caucommunityplayers.com
www.caucommunityplayers.com. All
tickets are priced at $10 with open
seating.

The show is supported with a grant
from the New Jersey Council on De-
velopmental Disabilities. CAU pro-
vides support programs and services
to people with disabilities and youth
served under the Department of Chil-
dren and Families (DCF) to enable
them to live independently in the com-
munity, in areas including housing,
vocational and life-skills training, edu-
cation, advocacy and recreation.

UC Employee Artists Show
Work at Freeholders Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that a selection of prize-win-
ning art work by Union County em-
ployees and their family members is on
display through Tuesday, July 15, in
the Freeholders Gallery, located on the
6th floor of the Union County Admin-
istration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza
at Rahway Avenue, in Elizabeth. The
gallery is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays.

The art display presents a sampling
of pieces from among the 121 creations
judged at the recent 13th annual “Na-
tional Arts Program Exhibit and Con-
test for Union County Employees and
Their Families.” The exhibit and con-
test is a partnership with the National
Arts Program Foundation which pro-
vides prize money and valuable sup-
port to display the work of talented
artists.

Listed alphabetically by town are all
the award-winning employee artists (or
their family members) and the awards
they won at the original exhibit and
contest. Not all of the award-winning
pieces are able to be displayed at the
Freeholders Gallery exhibit.

Clark: Tegan Frees (Honorable Men-
tion, Youth 12 and Under). Cranford:
Kelly Capasso (First Place, Teen 13-
18); Angelina Spricigo (Honorable
Mention, Youth 12 and Under); and
Dianna Strom (Third Place, Intermedi-
ate). Edison: Ruth Brown, (Third Place,
Professional); Richa Wadhawan (Third
Place, Youth 12 and Under); and
Rishabh Wadhawan (Honorable Men-
tion, Youth 12 and Under). Elizabeth:
Brianna Borga (Honorable Mention,
Youth 12 and Under); Elianna Borga
(Honorable Mention, Youth 12 and
Under); Shane Rhodes (Honorable
Mention, Youth 12 and Under) and
Dario Scholis (Honorable Mention,
Professional). Hillsborough: James
Caratozzolo (Honorable Mention,
Amateur). Jackson: Grace Hagemann
(Honorable Mention, Youth 12 and
Under). Kenilworth: Matthew
DiDonato (Honorable Mention, Youth

12 and Under). Linden: Angelito David
(First Place, Professional); Donna
Farrell (Second Place, Amateur);
Lauren Maldonado (Honorable Men-
tion, Youth 12 and Under); Christine
Marti-Millward (First Place, Youth 12
and Under); Adrianna Rendon (Third
Place, Teen 13-18); Victoria Rendon
(Honorable Mention, Teen 13-18); and
Charlene Rieger-Velli (Honorable
Mention, Intermediate). Martinsville:
Kayla Stasil (Honorable Mention,
Youth 12 and Under). North Bergen:
Gabriella Marino (Second Place, Youth
12 and Under). Old Bridge: Allana
McQueen (Second Place, Youth 12 and
Under). Phillipsburg: Angelina Saggese
(Honorable Mention, Teen 13-18).
Plainfield: Faith Williamson (Honor-
able Mention, Youth 12 and Under).
Port Redding: Jeffrey Kubu (Best in
Show, Professional). Rahway: Jeremy
Betros (Honorable Mention, Youth 12
and Under) and Gabriella Lynch (Hon-
orable Mention, Youth 12 and Under).
Roselle Park: Kennedy Taveras (Hon-
orable Mention, Youth 12 and Under);
Miranda Taveras (Honorable Mention,
Youth 12 and Under) and Sophia
Taveras (Honorable Mention, Youth 12
and Under). Scotch Plains: Charles
Rubin (Honorable Mention, Interme-
diate). Somerset: Tiina Nummela (Sec-
ond Place, Intermediate). Springfield:
Ross Bergen (Honorable Mention,
Amateur). Summit: Patzy Gutierrez
(Honorable Mention, Teen 13-18).
Teaneck: Deborah Pires (Honorable
Mention, Intermediate). Union:
Kathleen Kakaletris (Third Place,
Amateur). Wall: Carolyn Herbert (Hon-
orable Mention, Professional); Michael
Herbert (First Place, Amateur) and
Mikayla Herbert (Honorable Mention,
Youth 12 and Under). Westfield: Rich-
ard Earl (Second Place, Professional);
Jackson Gagliardi (Honorable Men-
tion, Youth 12 and Under); Bruce Long
(First Place, Intermediate); Jimmy
McCutcheon (Honorable Mention,
Teen 13-18); Nereida Paparella (Hon-
orable Mention, Amateur); Sabrina
Paparella (Honorable Mention, Teen
13-18); and Victoria Paparella (Honor-
able Mention, Teen 13-18).

Additional support for this event was
provided by a grant from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment for the Arts.
Exhibits at the Freeholders Gallery are
coordinated by the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

For more information about this ex-
hibit and other programs and services
related to the arts and Union County
history, contact the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth N.J. 07202.
Telephone: (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay
users dial 711. Or send E-mail to:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org

FIRST PLACE…Bruce Long of
Westfield was the first place winner in
the Intermediate category for his
craftwork “Woodturning, Three-
Wood Vase” in the 13th Annual Na-
tional Arts Program Exhibit and Con-
test for Union County Employees and
their Families.

ALL ARE WELCOME...The CAU Community Players will perform Fiddler on the
Roof, Jr. Friday through Sunday, June 27-29, at Jonathan Dayton High School.

BENEFIT CONCERT...The Paper Mill Playhouse Broadway Show Choir will present a special benefit celebration on
Sunday, June 22, at 7 p.m. for St. Stephen’s Church in Millburn. Seating is limited so reserve your tickets today. $20 per
person and $50 per family; Senior tickets are $10. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church is located at 119 Main Street, Millburn.
Tickets can be purchased by calling (973) 376-0688 ext. 10, or email church@ststephensmillburn.org.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Edge of Tomorrow”
Practice Makes Almost Perfect

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Set in that quasi-present future where
technology has advanced but politics, alas,
has not, director Doug Liman’s “Edge of
Tomorrow” is a nifty anti-war movie dis-
guised as a summer blockbuster. Indeed,
it’s laden with all the compulsory special
effects. But Tom Cruise’s engaging perfor-
mance separates the kaleidoscopic action
from the usual genre chaff that bombards
the screen this time of year. He wittily leads
the charge as Major William Cage, a meta-
phoric variation on Ferdinand the Bull.
He’d rather not fight, but…

The common man tossed into extraordi-
nary circumstances, it was the economic
downturn and resultant failure of his ad
agency that prompted Cage to join the army
and wield his P.R. talents up the ranks. All
well and good. However, when some crazy
glitch in orders courtesy of gung-ho Gen-
eral Brigham (Brian Gleeson) comes
through at precisely the time he gets envel-
oped in a time loop, the war is his to win or
lose.

Oh, it’s not as hard to follow as it sounds,
or as I had feared. You just grok what you
can, don’t overly fret the anomalies and
heartily buy into the notion that one can
relive a portion of their life over and over,
a la “Groundhog Day” (1993). Only in
this case, the redux is deadly serious….a
fight for survival against an invading
alien race, arguably of a higher intelli-
gence. They’re called Mimics, and they
arrived by asteroid, accursed beasts.

Heightening the fear and repulsive-
ness factor, these are rather ugly
suckers…sort of a combination eel/octo-
pus varmint and, of course, commanded
by one central brain. So there’s that to-
talitarian thing going on, too. But per-
haps the aliens’ scariest attribute is a
psycho-biological ability to control the
déjà vu phenomenon at the center of this
film’s story line, and thereby monkey
with your thought processes.

Yep, it’s that old mind control thing
the guy in the gym whirlpool was telling
you about the other day…how They are
monitoring us. Except that he was refer-
ring to our government.

Of course, that’s part of the tale’s not
so hidden allegory. You see, the aliens
apparently have no constitutional laws
against the practice. It’s just the DNA
code written into their survival instinct, not
unlike a virus that mutates against every
attack. Or, that’s merely what the Mimics
have programmed me to think.

Naturally, it takes our likeable protago-
nist a few times around the plot’s mulberry
bush before he gets hip to the assailant’s
modus operandi. But the big epiphany,

which facilitates romantically smart chem-
istry, comes when, reenacting the same
battlefield reverie for the umpteenth time,
Major Cage has the honor of running into
Sgt. Rita Vrataski, the “Angel of Verdun.”
She’s the heroine whose exploits he so
successfully publicized before being inex-
plicably impressed into duty at the front.

“Come see me after you wake up,” urges
his militaristic antithesis. Thus follows a
tutorial, aided by the scientific wizardry of
Noah Taylor’s Dr. Carter, an ingeniously
geeky student of how to get a step ahead of
the abhorrent fiends.

Although with much nicer intent, the
story’s love interest builds as insidiously as
the monsters’ stealthy campaign to deci-
mate the human race. Strip away all the
techno-futuristic circumstances and it’s that
time-honored fantasy: a strong-willed gal
hell-bent on remaking her potential mate
into the hero she sees inside him. We gladly
buy in and soon have a rooting interest.

Ms. Blunt and Mr. Cruise develop the
type of credible, good old-fashioned sexual
tension necessary for drama to synergize
with — and thus counterpoise — spectacle.
A fine mix of CGI magic and retro-style,
cast-of-thousands imagery, complemented
by cutting edge gadgetry of the no expense
spared kind, nails the wowee end of the
equation.

It all serves to entertainingly remind of
the original charm, imagination and social
purpose of science fiction. One needn’t
peer too strenuously between the assorted
cataclysms, devastations and rampant
comings asunder dappling the saga to spot
the clever commentary on our own times.
That’s easy in comparison to figuring out
what the deuce is really happening here
with these mind-messing Machiavellians.

Lazy decipherer that I am, I’ve got my
fool’s paradise explanation and I’m stick-
ing to it. I’m happy. Leave me alone. The
movie doesn’t mind. Psst…Mr.
Darwin….it’s our adaptability versus
there’s, right, right?

But for folks who enjoy the bombast,
one-upmanship and grandstand of
unriddling such esotericism at après cin-
ema discussions over bacon cheeseburgers
at the diner, there’s good news. Manifest-
ing its own ability to adapt to box office
needs, like a reversible jacket the film as-
sures enjoyment from both perspectives.
So now, all you have to decide is whether to
see “Edge of Tomorrow” today, tomorrow,
or perhaps even yesterday.

….
“The Edge of Tomorrow,” rated PG-13,

is a Warner Bros. release directed by Doug
Liman and stars Tom Cruise, Emily Blunt
and Brendan Gleeson. Running time: 113
minutes

SUNNY SOUNDS…Caroline
McNamara of Westfield, a senior at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison, sings Here Comes the Sun by
the Beatles during the school’s fifth
annual Cookin’ Cabaret on May 30.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge Concert
Choir, Band and many talented indi-
vidual performers put on a spectacu-
lar show.

a re-creation of Oswald’s sniper
perch—mostly a small maze of
stacked boxes that shielded him
from being seen by any co-worker—
can be viewed from behind protec-
tive glass. You can take a look out
adjacent windows to get a nearly
identical view of what Oswald saw
as the presidential motorcade passed
by.

The city of Dallas also dedicated
the John F. Kennedy Memorial
Plaza in 1970. Located a block from
Dealey Plaza, it’s dominated by a
square, roofless room 30 feet high
and 50 feet square. It’s all white,
stark and simple, and the only words
etched into the monument are
Kennedy’s full name. And it’s lo-
cated next to the old police head-
quarters where, two days after the
assassination, Oswald was shot to
death on live television.

So if you find yourself with an
hour or two of free time in Big D,
and want to soak up some real and
recent history, head to Dealey Plaza
and take in all of its quiet eeriness.
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Dallas

WINNERS…Two eighth graders from Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield
were presented the Outstanding Solo Performance awards at the 47th Annual Bucks
County Playhouse Student Theater Festival on May 15. Julian Mazzola and Eve
Crandall were among the 27 eighth grade drama students from Roosevelt who
performed in 22 short comic scenes from “America’s Next Top Model and Other
Comic Sketches,” written by playwrights Rachel and Leah Solomon. Kimberly
Jonny is the drama/public speaker teacher at Roosevelt who worked with the
students in preparation for the annual competition.


