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Letters to the Editor
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Reader Laments Over Westfield
Council Transparency and Statements

Thank You for the Help
with Fundraiser

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus would like to thank everyone
who donated to our annual fundraiser
for “Physically and Mentally Chal-
lenged Citizens” the weekend of May
3rd and 4th. Your generosity resulted
in $2,791 being collected by our
members within the Borough of
Garwood.

Please know that the entire amount
collected is donated to the following
local organizations: The Garwood
Public School Pre-K Handicap Pro-
gram, The Union County Special
Olympics, The ARC of Union County,
The Union County Day Training
Center, The New Jersey State Special
Olympics and Catholic Community
Services.

Our special thanks to the following
people for their cooperation and sup-
port; Kings Store Manger Brien Delp,
PathMark Store Manager Vincent
Telesco, Quick Chek Store Manager
Andrea Salazar and Dunkin Donuts
Franchise Owner Michael Komondy.

In closing, our thanks again to Jo-
seph Darcy, council financial secre-
tary, all of our council members, their
families and “our friends” of the
Garwood Knights of Columbus who
volunteered the many hours in col-
lecting, that made this very worthy
fundraiser in helping the less fortu-
nate, a great success.

Keith Gallagher
Garwood

Walking to School Helps Kids, Not
Eliminating Established Paths

Many Retired Westfield Teachers
Delight in Visits from Former Students

Anywhere Up 30 Percent of Primary
Voting Roll Would Be Bloated

As students graduate from Westfield
High, I hope some will want to express
their gratitude to teachers who have in-
spired them. I wish I’d done that when I
graduated in the fifties...or any time in
the succeeding decades before my most
influential teacher died.

I’ll never forget Miss Margaret
Dietrich, my high school English teacher.
(There was no “Ms.” designation in those
pre-feminist days.). It was only when I
read her obit that I groaned with regret for
not telling her how much she influenced
my life. I became a writer and should
have sat down and written her a letter of
appreciation, but I didn’t. I have no ex-
cuse.

At class reunions many of us shared
our admiration for Miss Dietrich, some
commenting on the fact that there is far
less focus on proper grammar and sen-
tence structure in schools today than there
was when she taught.

Recently I mentioned to a consider-
ably younger friend that way back I had
thoroughly enjoyed parsing sentences.
He wasn’t sure what parsing meant nor
did he give a hang for dangling parti-
ciples. Since he had amassed an impres-
sive array of advanced degrees, I resisted
showing my surprise at his lack of inter-
est in rules of grammar. Instead, I grabbed

my weathered Webster’s for this defini-
tion: “parse: to break a sentence down
into component parts of speech with an
analysis of the form, function and syntac-
tical relationship of each part.” He looked
bored. I think he yawned.

I wish I had told Miss Dietrich that she
had generated my passion to become a
writer. I’d like her to know that I was a
journalist for over 40 years, including
writing features and columns for three
top dailies: The New York Daily News,
The New York Times and The Star-Led-
ger. I’m proud to say that my first time in
print was in The Westfield Leader, cover-
ing the Girls Softball League, gratis – a
labor of love since my daughter, Nancy
Nave, was a top player.

Men and women become teachers to
educate, guide, inspire and encourage
students. Don’t they deserve validation
and gratitude from them? Many retired
Westfield teachers delight in visits from
former students who continue to drop by
over the years and eventually bring their
own kids along. I’m not suggesting stag-
ing a tickertape parade down Broad Street
for your favorite teachers. Just a note or
a card could light up a teacher’s day.

Joan Lowell Smith
Westfield

Greetings all, I could not make the
meeting Monday night regarding the
Brunner drop off and hope my voice can
still be heard.

I have lived on Redwood Road in
Scotch Plains for almost 30 years. My
son went to Brunner and he played at the
playground the PTA installed there. Un-
til only recently that paper street was a
gravel path, not paved. And historically,
that path is a path provided to children to
walk to school in a safe way. In fact, if my
information is correct, a former mayor,
Theuer, established the paths on Home-
stead and Concord and Old Farm to the
high school so the children didn’t walk in
the streets with cars.

It is also my understanding that other
schools in the district have similar paths.
To allow cars on that path is putting

children and their parents in danger. Fur-
ther, making a drop off area where chil-
dren exit the right side of the vehicle and
cross in front of any car is ludicrous.

If a parent is too lazy to safely park his
vehicle on one of the side streets and walk
their child onto school property then let
them pull in to the front driveway and let
the kid out at the front entrance.

What happened to the concept of neigh-
borhood schools where kids walk to
school? Isn’t that why we have so many
in town? Wouldn’t walking help child-
hood obesity?

So glad my children are out of school.
So sad to see such silliness. No cars on
walking paths!

Patricia Leonard
Scotch Plains

Regarding low Primary Election turn-
outs, I’m reminded of Red Skelton once
commenting on the great funeral atten-
dance of a hated studio mogul. It shows
that if you give people what they want.

According the Union County clerk,
the official turnout for the 2014 Primary
was almost 20 percent of partisan voters.
Considering how many of the contested
races were deemed close and how many
would be considered so in November,
not too shabby. One of best ways to raise
the turnout rate is to clean up the voter
rolls.

When I took over my committee some
years ago, I obtained a voting record
copy. An old pro told me that anywhere
up 30 percent of my GOP roll would be
bloated. And he was right after much
contact effort with registrants. Among

the categories that I had were those who
moved out of state, moved in-state and
didn’t re-register and those who had died.

Others still in town included those
who just gave up due to age (apathy?).
Eccentric ones were two with
Alzheimer’s, one semi-vegetative and my
favorite – the residence listed was now a
bank parking lot! Another small group
was of those who didn’t even remember
that they had registered for a party.

Granted some hadn’t voted since 2000
and, in the books, are annotated if the
show up at the polls to question. Yet, in
the statistics they are still carried despite
a supposed two federal election voting
rule.

Roger Stryeski
Roselle Republican Comm. Chair

Dear Ms.Habgood (letter to the edi-
tor), Do you really think that transpar-
ency calls for the “chosen” on the Coun-
cil to answer questions from those who
have not sipped the “KoolAid?” You
obviously don’t attend many Council
meetings.

The “10-minute comment rule” allows
the Council to bathe in the accolades of
fans or suffer, in silence, through con-
structive criticism. After the ungrateful
critic has used his time, the Council has
the opportunity to misstate what he has
said, dissemble (as is Mr. Foerst’s ten-
dency), or merely insult the critic, all
without once contradicting his facts. What
do you want, Ms. Habgood, respect for
the citizen? Do you want our elected
officials to actually pay attention and
respond to factual criticism with facts?
You ask a lot. The cowardly ability to
attack one incapable of response is a perk
of the office and the god-given right of
each Council member.

You comment on Mr. Foerst’s “snippy
comment” and his assertion that this has
been under consideration for 10 years.
Well, 10 years might be an exaggeration,
but Mr. Arena has brought it up so often
with negative results that it became a joke
in Council. You obviously weren’t at the
previous meeting where Mr. Foerst said
this just arose as a part of his dutiful
updating of the Town Code. Now I bet
you’re going to claim that Mr. Foerst is
dabbling in duplicity. That’s nothing new.
Mr. Foerst never let’s duplicity get in the
way of speaking.

Now don’t continue to pick on Mr.
Foerst. You weren’t at the meeting where
Ms. Neylan praised his hard work and

dedication. I bet you would even insist
that Ms. Neylan be transparent and own
up to the fact that Mr. Foerst is her boss
and that she works in his law firm. You
really ask for too much. Do you really
think people might take her praise differ-
ently if they knew she was placing laurels
on the head of her boss?

What did you mean by “trumped up
urgency? ”Just because Mr. Foerst di-
rected the town attorney to draw up an
ordinance consistent with his committee’s
report and the “report” was never written
down, do you think that lessens the “ur-
gency” of the committee report? Do you
mean voting before any public discus-
sion, before any studies were done, and
before any “experts” were consulted?
You do ask a lot.

You have gone so far as to charge
arrogance. Ms. Kimmins once made a
suggestion of reasonableness in the Cen-
tral Ave. light matter. In “private” Coun-
cil conference, she was roundly repri-
manded by the Mayor. I bet you’d call
that arrogance. Do you think that a lesson
like that is lost on the other members of
the Council? Let’s see if the “Party” runs
Ms. Kimmins for another term. She
doesn’t seem to be a “team player.”

Just remember Ms. Habgood, apathy
allows the conduct about which you com-
plain. Apathy allows the arrogance about
which you comment. You are in the mi-
nority. You care about government and
actually expect elected officials to act in
a manner consistent with their election
promises. Please continue on your course.
You have my congratulations and best
wishes.

A. John Blake
Westfield

High School Graduation: Long
Road Ends as New World Emerges
This week, our high school seniors graduate –

leaving the realm of their childhood and emerging to
a whole new and exciting world. Individually, they
applied considerable effort, study and talent to
achieve this goal, and we congratulate them.

Parents and teachers were their partners in these
achievements – the community participated too.
Soon the students will realize they are no longer high
school students – a change that happens almost
overnight — tomorrow.

Most will enter college in a few months. As they
arrange their dormitory quarters, many parents will
gaze in the rooms at their childhood homes – joyful
for the success of their sons and daughters, though
contemplating the silence for a moment.

We congratulate the 2014 graduating classes of
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Governor
Livingston and Cranford high schools. Enjoy and
remember the moment. Please be safe in your cel-
ebrations.

Growing up is a continuous process for people of
all ages. Dear graduates, always stay young as you
continue to mature and reach out to life. Many
circumstances will surely present themselves. Grab
them as you may. Make your own paths too – and
remember your roots and your friends at your home-
town.

For us, it’s a wonderful thing to watch. Go Blue
Devils, Raiders, Highlanders and Cougars! Enjoy
the game of life.

How Will the Governor and Dems
Resolve Hole in the State Budget?

New Jersey’s budget has to be approved and signed
into law by July 1. But the proposed plan has
spending exceeding revenue by $2.7-billion over the
next two years. This puts the Governor and Demo-
crats, who control both houses of the State Legisla-
ture, on the war path over how to fix things.

Governor Chris Christie proposes cutting state
pension contributions by $2.5 billion over the next
two years from $1.6 billion in 2015 and $2.25 billion
in 2016 to $700 billion in both years. Democrats
oppose any cuts to pension contributions. Instead,
they want a “millionaires’” tax, a revenue source
that has not been collected since Jon Corzine was
governor in 2009. State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
20th, Elizabeth) wants taxes raised on those making
over $350,000 a year while eliminating the New
Jersey estate tax. He also wants to raise the state’s
gasoline tax to replenish the state’s depleted Trans-
portation Trust Fund for road and bridge projects.

Also, more than a dozen state unions are suing the
Governor, saying he reneged on an agreement where,
in return for workers paying more in benefits, the

Governor would increase the state’s pension contri-
butions. So the New Jersey Supreme Court could be
a big factor in how this budget strife gets resolved.

Governor Christie is opposed to any tax increase,
but also does not want to cut things like school and
municipal aid, knowing that would only lead to
local property tax hikes or deep spending cuts.

State Senate President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) has threatened to shut down state gov-
ernment if the Governor does not make the pension
payments he promised when he and Democratic
lawmakers struck a deal in 2011.

How this budget crisis gets resolved is anybody’s
guess. In our opinion, we’re sure the taxpayers are
going to be compromised. The politicians won’t
purge their undeserving pals from the public trough
and they won’t end the giveaways of taxpayer
money being used to buy votes.

No More GimmicksNo More GimmicksNo More GimmicksNo More GimmicksNo More Gimmicks
Cut Spending,Cut Spending,Cut Spending,Cut Spending,Cut Spending,

End GraftEnd GraftEnd GraftEnd GraftEnd Graft

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rif – To dismiss from employment
2. Thebaism – The habitual use of

opium
3. Theroid – Like an animal or beast
4. Jacal – A hut built of logs and

daubed with mud

JADISH
1. Scarred; grooved
2. Unbalanced; unstable
3. Precipitous; extremely steep
4. Tired, mean or worn out

POSNET
1. A large quill feather of a bird’s wing
2. A shelf behind an altar for candle-

sticks
3. A little basin or saucepan
4. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
PATHETIST

1. A hypnotist
2. An astringent or repellent
3. A phantom, ghost or vision
4. A confidence man; swindler

PEBA
1. A white fish found in some lakes in

Central and South America
2. A small armadillo found from Texas

to South America
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. Wet mud
See more letters on page 5

For SP-F Students in
Grades 6 to 12

GWACC, Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce Young En-
trepreneurs Academy (YEA!) class
of 2014-2015 invites students in
grades 6 to 12 to an informational
meeting at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue on
Wednesday, June 25th from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m.

Learn how you can become a part
of the entrepreneurial experience and
be given the opportunity to pitch your
ideas to potential investors for fund-
ing to launch your own company.
Prior experience in business is not
required.

Started at the University of Roch-
ester in 2004, YEA teaches middle
and high school students entrepre-
neurial skills at multiple locations.
YEA is an academic program that
educates students in a course of
project-based hands-on education.

For further information call
GWACC at 908-233-3021 or e-mail
yea@westfieldareachamber.com.

LOCAL NEWS

SEND IN YOUR
VACATION PHOTOS

Mad As Hell and We’re Not Going
To Take It Any More

Many years ago, public service em-
ployees (then known as civil servants-
not PC today) accepted an agreement
between themselves and the public they
served which provided them job security,
livable wages, good benefits, and a guar-
anteed pension. Unions were not allowed
in public sector employment to protect
the public welfare.

Unfortunately, self serving politicians
eventually allowed unions to enter public
employment and the predictable hap-

pened. Now not only do public service
employees have the benefits of the origi-
nal agreement with the public but also
compensation equal to or greater than
private sector employees, “cadillac” ben-
efits, rich pensions and many other
“perks”.

Empoyees in the private sector whose
taxes pay for all these excesses, do not
have job security, have whatever com-
pensation employers can get away with,
no “cadillac” benefits. and no guaranteed
pensions only 401K plans which are ba-
sically savings plans. It’s time to say,
“No more”.

No more plundering the State’s Trea-
sury. No more extorting the public. Let
our cry be, “We are mad as hell and we’re
not going to take it any more”.

Bill keller
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org


