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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Visit 
ChooseRWJR.com 
for tips on what to do 
in an emergency.

NOW ACCEPTING

With 50% shorter wait times,* RWJ Rahway provides faster 

access to quality care ranked among the state’s best.

*ERWaitWatchers.org, 2013

Great care, fast.

What the commission has done so
far is to accept $5,000 in seed money
from Courage to Connect New Jersey,
a group advocating small-town merg-
ers to share services and to save the
taxpayers money. The commission has
opened a bank account and has pur-
chased liability insurance. Mr. Parisi
said he had applied for 501(c)(3) non-
profit status. With that, anyone from
the public who wished to contribute to
the study could write off their donation.

At the May meeting, the group dis-
cussed consulting with a local public
relations professional. Scotch Plains
resident Fred Lange, a member of the
commission, asked Jonathan Jaffe, also
a Scotch Plains resident and principal
in the firm of Jaffe Communications, to
attend last week’s meeting.

When asked, Mr. Jaffe said he was
not officially a consultant to the group,
but said his firm did represent Courage
to Connect New Jersey. Mr. Jaffe said
that in the past year he had not seen any
communication coming to the public
from the group. Commission member
and Fanwood resident Matthew Juckes
said, “There’s nothing happening be-
cause we don’t have any money.” Mr.
Jaffe suggested having meetings or in-
viting the public to their meetings to
establish a relationship.

“We don’t have much to go to the
public with,” Mr. Juckes responded.

Mr. Jaffe said, “you can have the
people from Princeton come in and talk
about what they did.” Princeton Town-
ship and Princeton Borough merged
last year.

Commission member Bruce Arthur
of Scotch Plains said, “The first order
of business is to get our purpose out to
the public.”

Ann Saltzman, a commission mem-
ber from Fanwood, cautioned that the
commission is not advocating any one
side, but just trying to have the study to
better inform the citizens as to the pros
and cons of a merger.

“Do people know the committee
exists?” asked Mr. Jaffe. “The first step
is to get people engaged.” Mr. Arthur
said, “We have to have something that
will inform the public as to what we are
about.” Mr. Juckes said, “We don’t
have deep pockets.” Mr. Parisi then
suggested a mechanism by which a
question could be submitted to voters

to see if they would be willing to con-
tribute to the study.”

Jack Molenaar, a Fanwood council-
man and commission member, quickly
responded, “That would take a vote
from the two councils and that will
never happen.”

“That’s not to say I’m against the
study,” Mr. Molenaar added.

Mr. Arthur suggested posting flyers
or a pamphlet at the Fanwood Train
Station and at other public places in the
two towns.

“Just to inform the citizens, not ad-
vocating one side or another,” Mr.
Juckes responded.

Sarah Dreikorn, who serves on the
commission’s finance committee, said
she had reached out to two crowd sourc-
ing (fundraising) firms — Indie Go Go
and Startsomegood.com. She said that
each group would ask for a 6-percent
fee from the money that was raised.
She added that neither group would do
anything unless a video was made to
show the passion for the purpose of the
study. “We have to decide how much
money we need,” she said.

Mr. Parisi said the next step is a video
to inform the people of what the com-
mission is doing. He then asked Mr.
Jaffe if he would provide copy for the
video. Mr. Jaffe said “yes.” Mr. Parisi
asked how long that would take and
Mr. Jaffe said a couple of days. The
problem the commission is facing is
not having the money to pay someone
to do the study. Aside from reaching
out to foundations and exploring, none
of the commission members had a
suggestion of how to raise money
locally.

In other business, Mr. Parisi said the
commission would like to replace Fan-
wood resident Dan McCarey, who has
resigned because he is moving, with
alternate member Pat Hoynes of Fan-
wood. Mr. Parisi said, as he did at the
last meeting, that this would require a
change in the commission bylaws and
that a legal notice had to be published
first, followed by a 10-day wait. Of the
10 commission members and three al-
ternates, eight were present at
Wednesday’s meeting, and only one
member of the public, Michael Lewis
of Fanwood.

The next meeting of the commission
will be on Wednesday, July 9, at 7 p.m.,
at a location to be announced.
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SP Dems Name New
Council Candidate

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship Democratic Party has selected
Rose Checchio to replace William
Thomas as its third candidate for the
three township council seats at stake
in this fall’s election. Mr. Thomas
bowed out of the race due to a promo-
tion at his job.

Mrs. Checchio joins John Del Sordi
and Luisa Bianco — both of whom
also are making their first race for
elective office — on the Democratic
ticket in the Tuesday, November 4
election, where they will face Re-
publicans William Vastine, Michael
Marcus and Llewellyn Jones. Mr.
Jones won a special election last
year to fill out the final year of an
unexpired four-year term while Mr.
Vastine and Mr. Marcus, both elected
in 2010, are seeking second terms.

Mrs. Checchio is the co-owner of
the Little Genius Academies child
day care centers in Edison and

Metuchen. She said increasing co-
operation among council members,
keeping municipal taxes under con-
trol and providing better services
would be her top priorities if she is
elected.

“We need to have the majority on
the council work together to stabi-
lize taxes and ensure that we are
spending our tax dollars wisely and
cost-efficiently,” she said.

She said that in recent years,
“We’ve seen a deterioration of mu-
nicipal services. We can do better
picking up leaves, plowing snow,
fixing potholes and maintaining
township properties that have fallen
into disrepair. This is where we call
home and this is where we plan on
raising our family. We can do bet-
ter.”

The GOP is seeking to retain its 3-
to-2 majority on the council, where
Mayor Kevin Glover and Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella represent
the Democrats.

dents.”
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson

questioned the expenditures, asking if
there was “accountability” for UCPAC.
“How do we know they are judiciously
spending our money?” he asked. “Nice
program(s), (but) are we getting our
bang for the buck?”

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the Sensory Theater shows are
“hugely attended (and) they are hugely
popular with the residents.” He sug-
gested that Mr. Paterson attend one of
the shows, “rather than commenting
on it in the abstract.”

The board also awarded a $94,200
contract to Maser Consulting, P.A.,
of Red Bank, for design, engineer-
ing and consulting services for in-
stallation of synthetic turf for two
multi-purpose fields with lighting
and two adjacent baseball fields at
Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield.

In addition, the board approved
adding $44,379 to the contract with
T&M Associates of Middletown to
provide construction support ser-
vices for the rehabilitation of Lake
Surprise dam in the Watchung Res-
ervation. The addition brings the
total contract to $281,191. Ritacco
Construction Company Inc. of
Belleville was awarded a $3,608,000
contract earlier this year for the Lake
Surprise dam rehabilitation.

A $26,700 contract was approved
for Harbor Consultants, Inc. of
Cranford for design and construc-
tion administration for rehabilita-
tion of the clay tennis court at
Warinanco Park in Roselle. Harbor
also was approved for a $28,900
contract for engineering, land sur-
veying and construction manage-
ment services for a new parking lot
at the Nomahegan Park baseball
field in Cranford.

Mr. Paterson was critical of the
Maser, Harbor and T&M contracts,
saying all three firms have made

political donations to the county
Democratic campaigns over the
years.

The board also approved a
$143,000 incentive fee for Illinois-
based KemperSports, which man-
ages the county’s two golf courses,
Galloping Hill in Kenilworth and
Ashbrook in Scotch Plains.

Armando Sanchez, director of
golf operations for the county, said
the fee is paid on revenue at a rate of
6.5 percent on every dollar after a
threshold of $4.1 million is reached.
He said gross revenue for golf op-
erations was $6.3 million in 2013,
thus the incentive fee is based on
6.5 percent of $2.2 million. Mr.
Sanchez said the fee, per the county
contract, is capped at the annual
management fee the county pays
Kemper, which is $143,000.

Summit Councilwoman Sandra
Lizza congratulated the freehold-
ers on the pending sale of Runnells
Specialized Hospital and hoped that
the purchase price would result in a
“flat or reduced budget...to help alle-
viate our tax rate.”

In freeholder comments, Free-
holder Bruce Bergen said he finds it
“quite distressing” to hear about the
shooting incidents occurring on a
regular basis around the country. “I
think it is far time that this country
and this state take action,” he said.

Freeholder Hudak added that
there have been 74 school-related
shootings since the Sandy Hook mass
shooting in December 2012. He said
news reports last Thursday of a
shooting in Oregon only devoted
around five minutes each to their
reports.

“We need more attention on this
issue...and I hope that Congress will
wake up and realize it is time to take
meaningful steps towards keeping the
children, who attend schools in this
country every day, safe,” he said.
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Union County Freeholders
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BAKE AND BANKS...Twelve-year-old Mallory Banks of Fanwood smiles broadly
as she gets an ovation from family members, friends and council members at the
Fanwood Borough Council meeting Tuesday night. She was presented with a
proclamation by Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, designating the day as
"Mallory Banks Day" in Fanwood. In May, Mallory organized her fourth annual
bake sale to raise awareness of autism. Her brother, Ethan, now 14, was
diagnosed with autism when he was 3. Mallory’s  first bake sale was in 2011, when
she raised $500. This year's sale netted $3,500, bringing her four-year total to
more than $8,500.

was reported that the fees for the
children to participate were funded
by the Education Enrichment Foun-
dation (EEF) of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

Education Enrichment Foundation
Secretary Leland McGee addressed
the board, saying he was very pleased
to see the positive “fruits of our la-
bor” in that the students had such a
positive experience from the program
that the EEF sponsored.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, June
26, at 7:30 p.m., in the administration
building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains. There
will be no meetings held in July.
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which have created separate utility en-
tities, Fanwood absorbs the sewerage
expense within the borough’s operat-
ing budget, thus making it subject to
the state-mandated 2-percent property-
tax cap.

In other business, the council autho-
rized the bidding and requests for pro-
posals (RFPs) process to begin for the
construction portion of a concrete skate-
board park project in Forest Road Park,
and for an architectural analysis of the
administration office. New bids will
also be accepted for the operation of
the Fanwood Recycling Center. Last
month the initial proposals failed to
meet bidding requirements; in particu-
lar, the center-based proposals did not
include a surety bond guaranteeing
the work as proposed.

In other new business, the council
introduced an amended ordinance to
extend the franchise of Comcast
Cablevision of New Jersey within the
borough for an additional 15 years.
As part of the ordinance, Comcast
will continue to provide residents
with a system-wide public access
channel and a dedicated, full-time,
municipal government access chan-
nel for the sole use by the borough.
Comcast Cablevision will also pro-
vide the borough a one-time $60,000
grant, upon approval by the New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities
(BPU). The grant, which will be used
to upgrade the borough’s video pro-
duction capabilities, is anticipated to
be received by the end of 2014, or by
the first quarter of next year.

During his public works report,
Councilman Russell Huegel said that
Public Works Director Clint Dicksen
reported using 80 tons of asphalt in
May to fill and repair potholes on
Forest Avenue, Stagaard Place, Elm
Avenue, North Avenue and Maclennon
Place. Mr. Huegel encouraged resi-
dents to continue to report potholes as
often as necessary.

Regarding public works projects, the
council approved five contracts total-
ing approximately $500,000.

The council awarded two profes-
sional engineering service contracts not
to exceed $34,750 and $44,500 to T&M
Associates of Clifton for the Hunter

Avenue Reconstruction/Phase 2 and
the Burns Way Reconstruction projects,
respectively.

The council awarded a clean fill sup-
ply contract not to exceed $14,785 to
Active Remediation Services of Mount
Holly for the parking lot in the Down-
town Redevelopment Area, and an en-
vironmental engineering services con-
tract not to exceed $2,275 to CTM
Environmental of Pedricktown for the
Courtyard Parking area.

In addition, as part of a public bid-
ding process for the Vinton Circle Road
Reconstruction Project, the council
awarded a contract not to exceed
$396,989 to Fischer Contracting of
Scotch Plains, the lowest bidder among
four contractors.

After a 20-minute executive session
to discuss personnel issues and con-
tract negotiations with the council,
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis an-
nounced the hiring, effective Tuesday,
July 15, of a new Probationary B Pa-
trolman, Daniel Kranz, who will attend
the John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Mahr invited 12-year-old
Mallory Banks of Fanwood to the
podium and proclaimed June 17,
2014 as Mallory Banks Day, recog-
nizing her efforts in raising money
to donate to Autism Awareness.
Mayor Mahr commended Mallory,
an Autism Awareness Junior Am-
bassador, along with her friends,
Allie Weisser, Alley Zakarin and Jake
Samitt, for raising funds in honor of
Mallory’s brother, Ethan, who has
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
In April they held a bake sale, for the
fourth consecutive year, at Parker
Gardens in Scotch Plains, raising
$3,500, “to be donated to this most
worthwhile cause,” Mayor Mahr
said, reading from the borough’s
official proclamation.

“I would like to thank everyone who’s
helped me for the past [several] years on
doing this bake sale. It’s been a hard
challenge for me, but I managed to make
it work out every year, and I’m really
proud that I’m doing this. I got inspired
by my brother because I wanted to help
people with autism,” Mallory said.
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the council, the capital bond amounted
to more than $3 million. Echoing Mr.
Marcus, he also said no concerns about
the particulars of the ordinance had
been raised during the council’s earlier
deliberations. Mr. Vastine said the two
Democrats were “avoiding progress
for the sake of politics.”

In other business, the council
passed two ordinances reducing speed
limits on two streets. The speed limit
on Jerusalem Road — presently 40
miles per hour along one section and
35 miles per hour on another — will
be reduced to 30 mph for the entire
length in both directions. The speed
limit on Raritan Road — now 35 mph
and 40 mph — will be lowered to 30
mph from the Edison border to Terrill
Road.

Fanwood Rec. Set to Begin
Bidding For Skate Park

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The recreation com-
mission is ready for the bidding pro-
cess for the new skate park at Forest
Road Park following the borough
council’s approval Tuesday night.

With the governing body having
voted in support of the estimated bud-
get of $242,000, engineers at Adams,
Rehmann and Heggan (ARH) can make
a bid to contractors and start looking
into the materials needed for construc-
tion. Engineer Chuck Lee estimated
construction would take about 60 days.

“We’ve been working on this project
for a few months and we’re happy
we’ve gotten to this point,” Mr. Lee
said. “We love this project in our heart
and we want to see this thing through.”

ARH estimated that the cost of con-
struction will be around $129,000,
which includes an eight-foot-high,
wrought iron fence, a lock on the gate
with a timer, and overhead lights along
the walkways.

Susan Banzon, another engineer, said
there is another timer inside of the
building and explained that the door
can be automatically opened to prevent
anyone from getting stuck if there were
a fire or the electricity went out during
a storm.

Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
said the skate park will be funded
through Union County grants, money
put aside in the recreation trust and
leftover capital budget money from
other projects that came under budget
in the borough.

Anthony Carter, the commission’s
secretary, debated the cost and need for
a wrought iron fence. He said spending
money on a new chain-link fence or
repairing the existing one would be
“more economically feasible.”

“There is no reason for us to spend
$40,000 of taxpayer money on a
wrought iron fence…just because the
[council’s] allocating money,” Mr.
Carter said. “I just don’t think it’s re-
sponsible on our part as a commis-

sion.”
Commissioner Tom Smith had sug-

gested waiting to see if the council
voted for the budget, which already
includes the wrought iron fence. He
said this type of fence could protect the
park and improve its appearance, but
acknowledged that the commission
could potentially cut this from the ex-
penses if the plan were not approved.

Mr. Lee also explained that the com-
mission would be able to reevaluate the
type of fence and change the order even
after purchasing the materials.

The commission also discussed the
maintenance of the LaGrande Park ten-
nis courts as well as possible future
renovations for Forest Road Park’s ten-
nis courts. Mr. Budiansky said three
bids for power washing the LaGrande
Park courts have been received, rang-
ing from $1,200 to $3,400, and he
currently is exploring the cheapest op-
tion.

He said that the power washing will
be funded by the $75,000 that was
allocated for the tennis courts by the
borough council. Mr. Budiansky said
power washing will be a one-day pro-
cess that will happen in the next few
weeks to improve safety on the courts.

He also said that Union County re-
cently trimmed some trees and removed
hanging branches to prevent people
from slipping or falling.

Although the tennis courts do not
need immediate replacement, Mr.
Budiansky said he also is concerned
about the safety issues at Forest Road
Park.

“The Forest Road Park tennis courts
are basically an unsightly mess right
now,” Mr. Budiansky said. “We have to
do something about that some day,
whether we can afford to do something
now or in two to three years from now.”

Commissioners Budiansky, Tracy
Fletcher and Amy Boroff plan to de-
velop a parks and recreation survey
similar to Scotch Plains’ survey to see
what residents think the commission
should upgrade over the next few years.

Sarah McGrail for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GUY TIME...Mike Muselli and his grandson, Robert Robinson, 18 months, of
Fanwood enjoy the sunny skies by spending the day at the Westfield Memorial Pool.


