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Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
WORLD CUP FEVER...Several restaurants are taking part in a weeks-long
World Cup viewing party being held under a 4,000-square-foot tent set up in
downtown Scotch Plains next to the Darby Road Public House and Restaurant.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
UNDER WATER...High Street in Cranford, next to the new Riverfront at Cranford Station development, floods after heavy
rain on Friday night.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOT ROD...The Mountainside Car and Motorcycle Show, held Sunday after-
noon under sunny skies, gave attendees an opportunity to look under the hoods
of classic cars.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CREEPY CRAWLER...Naturalist Dominic Feminello of the Trailside Nature and
Science  Center shows a local snake to Claire Human at the Union County Bio Blitz held
at Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch Plains and Oak Ridge Park in Clark on Saturday.

County Announces Changes
At Detention Ctr. After Arrest

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The leadership at the
Union County Juvenile Detention
Center in Linden has undergone a
shakeup following the arrest of a
former juvenile detention officer on
June 2.

According to a press release issued
by the office of acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park, Sherrie
Brown-Braswell, 37, of Raleigh,
N.C., has been charged with engag-
ing in a sexual relationship with a
teenage detainee over the course of
nearly a year.

A joint investigation by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Special
Prosecutions Unit and the Union
County Police Department found that
the alleged sexual contact between
Brown-Braswell and the male victim
occurred between March 2012 and
January 2013, with all of the contact
occurring at the detention center in
Linden while Brown-Braswell was
on duty. She resigned her position
with the county early last year. Ac-
cording to a county employee list on
unioncountywatchdog.org, Brown-
Braswell had been employed by the
county since October 2009.

She was placed at the Union County
jail in Elizabeth on $350,000 bail.
She has since been released from the
Union County jail after making bail,
according to jail personnel.

Union County Manager Al Faella
read a statement at the end of the
Freeholder Board meeting last Thurs-
day night.

“While this arrest is still an allega-
tion, the County of Union has zero
tolerance for any such incident, and
we are committed to providing a safe
atmosphere and positive alternatives
to juveniles under our supervision

while maintaining the safety of our
community as a whole,” Mr. Faella
said.

“As a result of an ongoing investi-
gation surrounding the juvenile de-
tention facility by the county police,
we are making changes at the juve-
nile detention facility,” he announced.

He said Greg Lyons, superinten-
dent of the detention center, is retir-
ing effective Tuesday, July 1, and that
Assistant Director Tina Matlock has
resigned. Mr. Faella said George
Blaskiewicz, assistant director of the
county’s Department of Corrections,
will assist Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo in overseeing the de-
tention center on an interim basis,
“while making recommendations on
other personnel matters to be ad-
dressed.”

According to the county employee
list, Mr. Lyons and Ms. Matlock have
both worked for the county for 11
years. Mr. Lyons has 42 years in the
state pension system and was earning
$100,279, while Ms. Matlock has
been in the system for 24 years and
had a salary of $89,474.

In other business, the board
awarded an $83,750 contract to the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC) in Rahway for six per-
formances of its Sensory Friendly
Theatre for the 2014-2015 season.
Performances are designed and
adapted for children with autism and
similar sensory sensitivity, accord-
ing to UCPAC’s website. UCPAC also
received a $50,000 agreement “for
the purposes of developing support
for the arts in Union County and
creating cultural and educational op-
portunities for Union County resi-
dents.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
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Panel Making Little Progress
On SP-FW Merger Study

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Commission met last Wednesday
evening at the board of education
offices at the Evergreen Administra-
tion Building, at which time mem-
bers discussed ways of getting their
mission statement out to the public.
The commission, made up of citizens
appointed by the councils of the two
towns, expressed frustration at not
being able to move forward.

Commission Chairman Don Parisi
reiterated what he said at the panel’s
May meeting, that he had met with
two private foundations who would
be willing to match funds that were
raised locally in order to do the study
that would explore the possible ben-
efits and drawbacks to merging the

two towns. But what was evident at
the meeting is that no information
has been disseminated to the public
and no specific strategy has been
launched as of yet.

The commission was approved a
year ago by the Local Finance Board
of the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs. Usually, Eugene
McCarthy, of the Local Finance
Board, attends the meetings to moni-
tor the commission’s progress, and
advise the group on state regulations,
but he was not at last week’s meeting.

What the commission has done so
far is to accept $5,000 in seed money
from Courage to Connect New Jer-
sey, a group advocating small-town
mergers to share services and to save
the taxpayers money. The commis-
sion has opened a bank account and

Westfield Council Hears Appeal
By Cranford on UCC Complex

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular
public meeting Tuesday evening,
several members of the public peti-
tioned the Westfield Town Council
to consider a resolution opposing
the construction of a sports field
complex on the Cranford campus
of Union County College (UCC).
The proposed sports complex would
be located adjacent to Colby Lane
in Cranford and Gallows Hill Road
on the border of Cranford and
Westfield.

This issue previously was ad-
dressed during the council’s meet-

ing on April 1, but no action was
taken at that time as the project was
indefinitely postponed by UCC ad-
ministration two weeks later due to
public opposition and concerns
from the Union County Freeholder
Board.

Critics stated that environmental
concerns, additional noise pollu-
tion and lack of sufficient parking
in the area made the project unde-
sirable. The plan called for the de-
struction of approximately 700
mature trees, the loss of which op-
ponents believed would exacerbate
flooding in the area.

According to members of the

Union County Neighbors United, a
grassroots organization formed to
oppose the complex, the UCC has
begun to consider those plans again.
According to UCC’s website, its
board of trustees and board of gov-
ernors have scheduled a meeting
this week, with one of the topics
being “Athletic Field Options.”

Former mayor and current Cran-
ford Township Committee member
Tom Hannen, Jr.  asked for
Westfield’s support in opposing
construction of the sports complex.
“I’m here tonight to implore you to
consider adopting a resolution sup-
porting Cranford’s resolution op-
posing this field…it is Cranford’s
contention that this project will sig-
nificantly add to the flooding con-
cerns that we already experience in
Cranford,” Mr. Hannen said. “I’m
here tonight looking for your help.
Please join us in our resolution so
that we can continue to protect our
residents in Cranford.”

In other news, the council hon-
ored members of the Westfield High
School boys’ and girls’ swim teams
for their recent achievements.

The boys’ swim team won the
NJSIAA Public A State Champion-
ship on February 23 for the 25th
time in school history, a state record.

Team members Charlie Baldwin,
Rob Ball, Aram Barmakian, Nick
Cannone, Joseph Chen, Kevin
Clauss, Aedan Collins, Gavin
Conlon, Stefan Crigler, Ryan
Daniel, Jack Edmonson, Lucas Fan,
Jack Fico, Sean Gallagher, Sam
Hays, Chris Hoerrner, Stephen
Husch, Austin Kreusser, Tyler
Lessner, David Lindros, John
Lindros, Jesse Liu, Jake Maher,
Luke McGrory, Ben Meltzer,
Michael Mizus, Evan Moore, Sean
Moore, Griffin Morgan, Dan Myers,
Will Murtishaw, Alec Penn, Tho-
mas Pyle, Jack Rose, Noah Styles,
Hermes Suen, Blake Taylor, Mark
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Mountainside Council
Honors Young Residents

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Live music
and happy chatter filled the Council
Chambers at Tuesday’s meeting of
the borough council, where the gov-
erning body issued proclamations
recognizing the accomplishments of
dozens of the community’s young
people.

The meeting began with two live
musical performances by Kylie
Meltzer, Ryan Hernandez, Kate
Parker and Teddy Cole. The four
musicians are Mountainside residents

and sophomores at Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights who recently participated in
the New Jersey Shouts Down Drugs
Challenge. The Challenge is a state-
wide competition which challenges
high-school students to compose and

perform songs containing substance
abuse prevention messages. The origi-
nal compositions are posted on the
Internet for public voting; this year
more than 15,000 people voted and
the four students moved on to the
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WF BOE to Sell $10.1 Mil.
In Bonds for New Roofs

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD –The board of edu-
cation, on Tuesday evening, passed
a bond resolution, codified the ac-
cepted uses of personal computer
practices of both students and fac-
ulty, and honored the boys lacrosse
team, which won the Group IV
North State Championship, and
various other student scholars and
high achievers.

Board Business Administrator/
Secretary Dana Sullivan announced
that after awarding contracts for
the remaining school roof replace-
ments, there will be a $3.5-million
savings to taxpayers. She said al-
though the November 2013 bond
referendum, which was approved
by voters, authorized the district to
sell $13.6 million in bonds for roof-
ing projects, the district will only
be selling $10.1 million in bonds.

“Due to good planning, we were
able to bid all of the roof projects
early in the year and we received
various bids, resulting in a sav-
ings,” she said.

The approval of the resolution is

for a 10-year payback period rather
than 15 years. According to school
officials, that will result in an addi-
tional $336,000 over the life of the
bonds. Last summer, a previous
bond sale took place in the amount
of $6.9 million.

In other business, the board voted
on highly codified standards of ac-
ceptable practice for the district
computer network, personal  elec-
tronic devices (PEDs) and technol-
ogy resources. Prior to the vote,
Board Vice-President Rosanne
Kurstedt said, “In this ever-chang-
ing computer world, which is grow-
ing and morphing, please accept
this version so that we can move
forward.” The rules for PEDs not
only apply to students, but to fac-
ulty members as well.

Board member Mitch Slater of
the technology committee said,
“This has been a very exciting year.
I’m proud of what we have achieved,
more access points and switches,
better Internet, better speed. I thank
Assistant Superintendent of
Schools, Paul Piniero, and our mas-


