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While the curvature of the ac-
cess road impairs site visibility, it
will control the speed of the ve-
hicles, he said.

Mr. Staigar said the results of
his traffic impact study found
that the townhomes would gen-
erate only two to three trips per
hour during peak times, about
the same as the three single-
family homes previously ap-
proved.

“The point is just by taking the
sheer numbers, there is no im-
pact,” Mr. Staigar said.

Mr. McDonough said the devel-
opment would fit in with the
state’s master plan, which en-
courages a greater density of
homes – compact, cohesive de-
velopments – near transit hubs
and various types of housing.
“You’re not necessarily sure what
you are going to get with a single-
family development except for
what you see cut up with the
subdivision lines.

“The negative attributes of the
project are very minimal,” he
said. “The use creates nothing
detrimental to public health, pub-
lic safety, public welfare.”

Borough Planner Victor Vinegra
referenced the Pointe develop-
ment and said it was successfully
commercially – the homes have
the highest resale value – and
also benefited the town because
of its high tax ratable.

“There is a market for new
townhouse development and that
people will overpay to be with an
association, to be within an area
where it is controlled, and to not
have kids,” Mr. Vinegra said.

But Mr. Paterson was not
swayed. He felt the development
was too big and did not fit the
character of the neighborhood.
Mr. Scherer said he wanted to
stick to the original plan of the
three single-family homes but
did not elaborate.

Resident Horace Corbin spoke
of the wetlands in the immediate

vicinity that had been recently
“clear-cut” and destroyed. Mr.
Corbin presented photographs
taken last week though he was
not sure of the precise property
line boundaries.

The planning board passed the
change of use with the stipula-
tion that the wetlands on the
proposed site would not be vio-
lated.

Resident Al Del Conte spoke in
support of the project.

“I think this project here is
beautiful,” he said. “Whether it
fits in the neighborhood or not,
it’s a little bit better than what is
there right now.”

Project officials, who provided
property blueprints, drawings
and an artist’s rendering, did
not have a timetable to submit a
site plan for the development
other than to say as soon as
possible.

Earlier, the council approved
an application to allow Frank
Hirsch to subdivide his two lots
between Willow and South Av-
enues into three, one of which
would be undersized. Mr. Hirsch,
whose partner Joseph Ragonese
operates J.B. Ragonese Con-
struction Co. on the site, testi-
fied he intended to sell the un-
dersized lot to Sam Mikhail,
owner of Prestige Auto Body on
the adjacent lot to the east.

Prestige has been using a
building on the undersized lot
as storage.

Mr. Hirsch needed the board
to grant a use variance for com-
mercial purposes since he in-
tends to erect a building on the
site for construction purposes.
The use variance was required
because the area is zoned resi-
dential, although witnesses and
board members all acknowl-
edged there is no residential
property at the far eastern end
of Willow Avenue.

Brian Trusdell contributed to
this report.

GW Bd OKs 4th Ave. Variance

CRANFORD –Union County will
sponsor a household special
waste collection event this Sat-
urday, June 7, so Union County
residents can get rid of outdated
or unwanted household chemi-
cals, mercury thermostats, pro-
pane tanks, and automobile tires
in an environmentally safe man-
ner. The collection will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Union County College campus,
1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford, opposite Nomahegan
Park.

Union County residents are eli-
gible to participate at no cost.
Pre-registration is not required.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their house-
hold special waste, propane
tanks, automobile tires, and
mercury thermostats. Workers
at the site will unload the ve-
hicles.

“Household special waste” in-
cludes oil-based paint and var-
nish, antifreeze, aerosol cans, pool
chemicals, corrosives, pesticides,
herbicides, solvents, thinners, fire
extinguishers, motor oil and oil
filters, gasoline, batteries, ther-
mostats, fluorescent bulbs (un-
broken), blood pressure devices,
and mercury switches. Only ma-
terials in original or labeled con-
tainers will be accepted. No con-
tainers larger than five gallons
will be accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and
empty cans will not be accepted.
They should be disposed of in
with the regular garbage. Left-
over latex paint can be air-dried
or, to hasten the drying process,
kitty litter and/or newspaper can
be added to hasten the drying.

“This is a great opportunity to
recycle up to eight tires and dis-
pose of old chemical containers
that are cluttering up the base-
ment or the garage, or taking up

space under the kitchen sink,”
said Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak, liaison to the Union
County Solid Waste Advisory
Board. “Our homes become safer
once they are rid of hazardous
and combustible waste.”

There is a limit of eight auto-
mobile tires (without rims) per
household. This is a household
recycling event. No businesses
will accepted. A complete list of
the materials that will be ac-
cepted on June 7 is available at
the Union County Bureau of Re-
cycling and Planning website,
www.ucnj.org/recycle.

The collection will be held rain
or shine. Proof of Union County
residency is required. For more
information, please call the Re-
cycling Hotline at (908) 654-
9889.

Hazardous Waste to Be
Collected Saturday at UCC

Floraphile to Feature
‘Sex in the Garden’

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will cel-
ebrate the end of its club year on
Monday, June 16, from 12:30 to
2 p.m. with a presentation by
Hollace Hoffman entitled “Sex in
the Garden.”

This program will offer a fun
look into pollination, pollinators
and the dating strategies of small
mammals, birds and other gar-
den residents. It will take place
at the Hanson House, located at
38 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. Guests are welcome.

Everyone is asked to bring an
appetizer, finger sandwiches or
dessert to share. There also will
be a plant swap, so participants
are invited to bring a plant from
their garden or home to trade for
something new.

Anyone interested in joining
the Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or seeking more infor-
mation on upcoming events is
asked to contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or to like
the club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

GRADUATION DAY…Mother Seton students lead the Commencement pro-
cession on May 29. Pictured, left to right, are: Elizabeth Valenti, U.S. Flag;
Caitlyn Lagrada, candle-bearer; Amanda Blanco, cross; Catherine Bialkowski,
candle-bearer; Elizabeth Stoldt, Papal Flag; Marialaina Nissenbaum, yearbook
and Erin Alexander, diploma.
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