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Cougars Topple Knights, 14-4, for Section Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Millers Sting Blue Devils, 3-0, for Sectional Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

In obvious pain, Ravetier rolled to
the ground, clutching his leg. Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffery and
his staff came out to check on their
injured pitcher and summoned Knight
in from right field to take over the
pitching duties. Refusing to be re-
moved from the game, however,
Ravetier hobbled out to play right
field.

Inspired by Ravetier’s determina-
tion, Knight coolly punched out the
next two batters, extinguishing the
Knights’ threat. For the rest of the
game, changing speeds and location,
Knight retired the first nine batters he
faced, allowed two hits, one run,
struck out three and did not yield a
walk.

“When I came in from the outfield

I saw my teammate on the ground
like that, I got a little fired up. When
I was throwing in the outfield before
the game my arm felt very good. And
I was warming up back there (before
taking the mound) I was throwing
with some good velocity, a good
fastball, came in here and I was con-
fident that I could retire (the batters in
the 3rd inning) without any harm,”
Knight said.

Knight said despite having thrown
four plus innings in the Cougars’ win
over Summit, essentially pitching on
two days of rest, his arm felt strong. “I
felt pretty good. Fastball felt good,
curveball was all right. But can’t ask
for anything more than that,” he said.

West Essex Head Coach Scott
Illiano, who was baffled how the tide

turned against his squad, said, “I
thought Patrick Knight was excep-
tional in relief. He didn’t appear to be
fatigued or tired in any way. And I
thought what appeared to be us hav-
ing a momentum shift and on the
brink of maybe busting the game
open, was actually a turning point for
them. Where he came in and he closed
the door, he struck out two in a row.
And then the game just got away
from us a little bit in a lot of ways.”

Cranford manufactured a run in the
third to narrow the West Essex lead.
But the game was blown wide open
when seven Cougars scratched the
plate with the help of six hits.

The Cougars scored five more times
over the last two innings, taking ad-

vantage of several defensive lapses.
Cranford plated the game-clinching
run from third base, when a pitched
ball eluded the catcher.

Coach Illiano said his team had not
surrendered that many hits in a game
all season and praised the Cranford
hitting approach. He said it, “seems
like their hitters really stay within
themselves, they don’t try to do too
much. They’ll use the whole field.
They’ll go the other way. They’ll put
it on the ground, they don’t pop up.”

Ravetier said leaving the game was
never an option. “When I got hit, I
was still trying to make the play, there
was no way that I was going to let it go
just like that. After he (the runner)
was called safe the pain kind of hit me
a little bit and it hurt really bad, but

there was no way I was going to come
out of this game. There was no way I
was going to let my boys down,”
Ravetier said.

Responding to how it feels to re-
peat as sectional champs, Ravetier
said, “It’s fantastic, it’s great to be
back here and just winning again.
We’re going for another North Jersey
championship; try to get back to an-
other state championship.”

The Cougar players happily con-
gratulated each other afterwards, but
the celebration was somewhat muted.
The players, collectively, took the
win in stride.

Coach McCaffery said he believes
the players feel a responsibility to
continue the program’s winning tra-
dition. “That’s a credit to all the kids
that played before in this program.
There had to be 20 to 25 players,
former players that were here. We
know that they were talking, texting,
a number of them came to practice
the last couple of days and talked to
them to kind of let them know that
there’s a certain level of expectations
when you play here at Cranford,”
Coach McCaffery said.

“It’s one game at a time and this is
a six-round fight. That’s the way they
look at it in the state tournament.
You’ve got to win one round at a time
and you have to take it one game at a
time, and now we have to get ready
for Tuesday,” he said.

The Cougars would face 22-6
Mount Olive, who nipped Mahwah
3-2 for the Section 1 championship
June 3, at Belleville High School.
West Essex 012 001 4
Cranford 101 732 14

Westfield Recreation’s Summer Camps 
“Be Active, Be Healthy. . . Be Ready For Camp” 

   

Top Notch Instruction from Area Coaches:  
Glen Kurz (Wrestling),  Bev Torok (Volleyball), Bill McCluney (Golf)   

Will Nahan (Flag Football),  Jeff  Brandes (Tennis)   

Jim Lane (Basketball), Chris Flores (Conditioning)  
 

      More Camps Offered . . . . .   
Soccer - Multi-Sports - Field Hockey - Playground - Fashion - Squirts 

Science - Lego Engineering - Tech-Gineering - Groovy Girls 
Lacrosse - Tennis - Playground & More! 

Information:  
www.WestfieldNJ.Gov/Westfield  

OR Westfield Recreation Dept.  

(908)789-4080 

didn’t lose it. All we could ask for was
to play hard and play good baseball,
which we did. We didn’t get hits, they
won the game. They were a better
team. There is no shame losing to a
good team,” Perconte said.

Blue Devil starter Mike Androconis
pitched six innings and allowed three
runs on six hits and two walks (one
intentional), while striking out four.
Jack Bunting tossed the seventh in-
ning and permitted just an infield
single.

Defensively, the Blue Devils turned
a double play in the first inning and
added another in the sixth, both Matt
Storcks (shortstop)-to-Bowman (sec-
ond)-to-first (Cal Robertshaw). From
behind the plate, Ionta gunned down
a runner at second in the fourth in-
ning, and DoCampo made a fine catch
of a foul ball near third base.

The 22-8 Millers scored once in the
top of the first. Nick Meo drew a one-

out walk and stole second. Ruibal
slapped a single past first and Mike
Freeman hobbled an RBI single to
short.

In the Westfield second, Chris
Arena drove a shot toward the 365-
foot mark, but right fielder Freeman
hauled it in for the first out. Ionta and
Hogge also walked in the inning but
were left stranded. The Millers added
two runs in the third when Aiden
Favia singled and scored on Meo’s
double to deep center and Talpalar
drilled an RBI double to left.

“Timely hitting. At any level. When
you get to this level, you have to work
and somebody has to get a two-out
hit. We did that today. Somebody got
a couple of clutch hits,” Coach
Chapman said.

Once Talpalar stepped on the
mound, the Blue Devils were unable
to discover his weakness.

“He was tough. He threw a differ-

ent kind of pitch and everything that
made it difficult to hit. We hit a couple
of shots on him, we just hit their mitts
with them,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster said.

“He came from a different angle,
sidearm and he was keeping people
off-balance. We just didn’t hit,”
Perconte said.

“All four pitchers, who threw in the
game, did a great job. We just couldn’t
get a big hit we needed. They got
some big hits, and that was the differ-
ence in the ballgame. They are a nice
club. We played well. We played our
butts off. We made a couple of double
plays that kept us in the ballgame.
Hopefully, we will learn and get bet-
ter for the future. We had 17 wins in
a row to end the season until that loss.
We put a good run together,” Coach
Brewster said.
Millburn 102 000 0 3
Westfield 000 000 0 0

Lakefront Cottage

Just 60 minutes away in Sussex County, 4-BR, 2-bath cottage in
one of New Jersey’s most coveted private summer communities.
Fish for bass, canoe or kayak, tennis, horseshoes, hiking trails,
nearby golf. Spacious kitchen, large deck overlooking the lake,
private boathouse and dock with great swimming, day camp.

For more information,
see laurelislandnj.com or call 201-841-0224.

$495,000, furnished, including motorboat and canoe.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Kimberley Haley
Sales Associate

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $2,300,000
Grand Stoneleigh Park 7BR, 3.5BA Col Revival
on .9 acres, Original millwork, 5 fplcs, CAC,
wrap arnd porch, notable home. MLS 3145682

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,695,000
One of a kind rare opportunity! 5BR, 5 1/2BA,
incredible Great Rm, magnificent SunRm, indoor
lap pool, exercise rm,1 acre. MLS 3131779

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,225,000
Sprawling cstm blt home w/extraordinary land-
scaping. Grand foyer, enormous EIK, MBR w/2
huge WICs, stunning pool, more .MLS 3139614

WESTFIELD $899,900
Charming Colonial in Wychwood. 4 Bedrooms, 3
1/2 Baths, eat-in Kitchen, close to Wilson School.

MLS 3143537

WESTFIELD $859,000
Sprawling home bursting w/curb appeal on cul-
de-sac.10Rm, 5BR, 3.1BA, 2FRs, HWF, fpl, 2c gar,
2-zone HVAC, abundant storage.MLS 3141655

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,900
Sprawling expanded Ranch nestled on pictur-
esque 1.6 acre lot w/newly updated EIK, ideal
for entertaining indoors or out. MLS 3137028

WESTFIELD $762,715
Wychwood French Colonial in storybook set-
ting. 3 BR, 2 1/2 baths. Custom Kitchen, Family
Room. Numerous updates. MLS 3119040

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000
Need space?This home has it!1st flr Mstr w/
full BA, 4BR/2 full bths on 2nd flr, gracious LR,
FDR, FamRm, 2fpls, front porch. MLS 3135081

SCOTCH PLAINS $689,000
Immaculate 4BR, 2 1/2BA Colonial on just
under 1/2 acre w/inground pool. Feat: LR, FDR,
EIK, Fam Rm,Office, & Rec Rm. MLS 3131688

SCOTCH PLAINS $675,000
Lovely 3BR, 2BA home high on the ridge of the
Watchung Mountains w/flr-to-ceiling windows
to highlight the dramatic view. MLS 3140562

WESTFIELD $499,000
1920's Col nr town & trans. 5BR, 2BA, EIK, FDR,
LR,bay wndw, HWF, 3-season prch, period details
thruout, patio, 50x237 prop. MLS 3141939

WESTFIELD $395,000
Great opportunity! 3 Bedroom, 2 full bath
Colonial convenient to schools, town and NYC
transportation. MLS 3143911
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Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT FIRST...Blue Devil first baseman Cal Robertshaw catches the throw from shortstop Matt Storcks, right, to get
the putout on Millburn Miller Will Shiebler in the fourth inning at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Lance Tupper for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING DOWN SWINGING...West Essex Knight Joey Gonnella goes down swinging as the ball slams into the glove of
Cougar catcher Sam Sher in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game at Memorial Field in Cranford.

Cougars Nip Summit
In Section Baseball

The top-seeded Cranford High
School baseball team scored a run in
the bottom of the fifth inning and held
on to nip the 18-11 Summit
Hilltoppers, 2-1, in the semifinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 tournament at Memorial
Field in Cranford on May 27.

The 16-6 Cougars scored their first
run in the first when Tommy Trotter
(2-for-3) scored on Matt Ravetier’s
RBI sacrifice fly. Liam Duffy scored
the Cougars’ second run on a throw-
ing error. Summit’s run came in the
second inning when John Floegel
doubled and scored on a sacrifice fly.
Summit 010 000 0 1
Cranford 100 010 x 2
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Probitas Verus Honos


