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County Funds More Programs
After Loss of State Grant

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — For the second time in the
last month the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders has approved funding
social services programs to replace peer
grouping funding by the state that is being
discontinued effective Tuesday, July 1.

At Thursday’s freeholder meeting, the
freeholders approved a plan to fund
$203,175 for social services programs
for subcontracted services provided by a
dozen non-profit groups for the remain-
der of the year. The board’s action fol-
lows its approval of $508,000 in funding
for five organizations that provide ser-
vices to seniors, “to prevent premature
institutionalization of aging county resi-
dents.”

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the county has been receiving
peer grouping dollars for over 20 years.
He said the funds were given to the county
as counties provide services “for the
frailest of the frail.”

“So peer grouping has been a mainstay
for social services programming in this
county since really about the early 80s,”
Mr. Guzzo said.

He said in most counties only 10 per-
cent of peer grouping grant dollars go to
fund social services programs. In Union
County, however, 90 percent of these
dollars goes to social services. The fund-
ing is split between senior services and
general social services.

Alex Elie, executive director of
Jefferson Park Ministries in Elizabeth,
said the organization helps the Haitian
community. Jefferson Park offers a num-
ber of services including literacy and
English As a Second Language (ESL)
programs, rent and utilities assistance, a
food pantry, after-school and summer
programs for youth, and social services
for families, according to its website.

Linda Flores-Tober, executive direc-
tor of the Union County Coalition to
House the Homeless, another group
funded through the state grant, said the
group uses the funds to provide housing
for homeless youth, utilizing Bernice’s
Place in Elizabeth to house kids ages 6 to
12. She said the coalition also offers
children an after-school program and
summer day camp. She said the program
matches each child with a mentor. Chil-
dren receive services including tutoring,
drama and book clubs, homework assis-
tance, music and swimming lessons and
trips to museums to explore the arts.

“Summer is no longer spent squeezed
into an overcrowded apartment or a hotel
room watching TV,” Ms. Flores-Tober
explained. “You’re giving homeless
youth a chance for a summer to remem-
ber and a great start to the school year.”

Mr. Guzzo said programs like Jefferson
Park Ministries and the Coalition to House
the Homeless would not exist without the
state grant as they have no other funding
source. He said the freeholders agreed to
a request from his department to maintain
the funding for programs funded through
the grant for the remainder of 2014.

“I am very happy and pleased that the
board heard that request and agreed to do
that,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Mr. Guzzo said in addition to the state
ending peer grouping funding, because
the county is selling Runnells Special-
ized Hospital, the county would no longer
be eligible for the funding.

The board also approved a new lease
agreement for the county’s Division of
Youth Services for its new location at
288 North Broad Street in Elizabeth.

Mr. Guzzo said Youth Services has
been located at 1130 East Saint Georges
Avenue in Linden for “probably 26 years.”

“The conditions (at the Linden loca-
tion) have eroded to the point where they
have affected both the clients and em-
ployees that are there every day,” Mr.

Guzzo said.
He said the county currently pays rent

of $6,732 per month, which amounts to
$80,000 per year for the Linden office
space. The rent for the Elizabeth location
will be $5,956 per month or $71,000 a
year for the first five years of the 10-year
lease before the rent starts increasing.
The building is owned by Koam Indus-
tries Group, LLC of Fort Lee.

During the public portion of the meeting,
Barbara Krause of Cranford spoke in oppo-
sition to plans by Union County College
(UCC) to construct a turf field for UCC’s
soccer, lacrosse and track programs.

In a letter to the UCC Board of Trustees,
which she read to the board, Ms. Krause
noted opposition to the project from the
Cranford Township Committee, Cranford
Environmental Commission, Cranford
Board of Education and the Rahway River
Watershed Commission.

She said in the letter that “athletics is
not the issue here” but rather the location
of the proposed field at the rear of the
college’s property.

“It is nonsensical for learned, well-
educated people to destroy 4.5 acres, 700
trees to accommodate this facility” in a
community “where floods have become
commonplace,” she said. She said given
that Cranford lost 900 trees on munici-
pal-owned land during Hurricanes Irene
and Sandy, UCC’s plans are “not accept-
able and environmentally irresponsible
in the eyes of Cranford residents.” She
asked the UCC trustees “to consider the
negative impact that this proposed project
will bring to our community.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said the county free-
holders’ office recently talked with UCC
President Margaret M. McMenamin’s
office about putting the field at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark, a county-owned park and
former golf course.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said the
county should eliminate the newly cre-
ated Division of Strategic Planning and
Intergovernmental Relations, headed by
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, who he
called a “political boss.”

He said given that she, like all of the
freeholders, is a Democrat, she should
not have been hired for what he said
amounts to a “patronage job.” Mr. Pater-
son said Mayor Mahr has only worked
two of the last 10 years, which was as
economic development director for the
Borough of Roselle.

Mr. Paterson questioned how Mayor
Mahr could “work closely” with Repub-
lican mayors and councils, “when she is
really structured to look at them as her
enemy and to try and dismiss that politi-
cal party out of the county.”

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
WOMEN MEAN BUSINESS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak and Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski, second from left, Linda Carter,
fourth from left, and Vernell Wright welcome Jill Johnson, center, chief
executive officer of the Institute for Entrepreneurial Leadership, to the second
annual Union County Women Mean Business Summit at the clubhouse at
Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.

Union County Holds Second
Women Mean Bus. Summit

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KENILWORTH – The second annual
working women’s summit, Union County
Women Mean Business, attracted ap-
proximately 200 women and was held
last Wednesday at the clubhouse at Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.
Registration began at 11:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by a luncheon and multiple after-
noon sessions addressing successful strat-
egies for women in the workplace.

The summit was sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Union Center National Bank, Atlantic
Health System, KemperSports,
TaylorMade, Winning Strategies of Wash-
ington, D.C. and Southwest Airlines. The
program is in partnership with the Union
County Alliance, Union County Economic
Development Corporation (UCEDC),
Greater Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce,
Suburban Chambers of Commerce, Union
Township Chamber of Commerce, Kean
University and Union County College.

The master of ceremonies was Free-
holder Linda Carter, while the welcom-
ing address was delivered by Freeholder
Vernell Wright. The keynote speaker was
Jill Johnson, chief executive officer of
the Institute for Entrepreneurial Leader-
ship (IFEL) and Workshop in Business
Opportunities, which supports entrepre-
neurs in underserved communities.

Ms. Johnson, the youthful mother of
four sons, reminded women that they have
innate skills such as multi-tasking and the
tendency to ask too many questions. She
stated that there has never been a better
time to be a woman. “We can choose what
we want to be,” she said. “Family and
children and/or business and a career with
passion and purpose. Choose what mat-
ters to you. Think it through,” she said.
“Don’t make excuses, ladies; this is our
time,” she added. She urged women to
stay connected, to believe in themselves
and to believe in their vision.

Among the afternoon workshops were
one on Crowd Funding, a method of rais-

ing funds for either a startup business or a
community project. It was given by Alon
Hillel-Tuch of RocketHub. Another work-
shop, called Clearing the Clutter Creates
Clarity, was presented by professional
organizer Jamie Novak. Other workshops
included “How Volunteerism Can Boost
Your Career,” with Allison Jones, the
founder of Idealist Careers, which stressed
the opportunity to strengthen one’s com-
munity while networking.

More workshops to choose from in-
cluded “Tales From the Front Lines” for
those considering starting their own busi-
ness. Panelists included Maureen Tinen,
president of UCEDC; Karen Luongo,
partner, Kapuscinski Luongo Architects;
Jessica Dreyer, chief executive officer,
Dreyer Farms; Mary Baker, founder,
Baker Tax and Accounting Services LLC,
and Vonda McPherson, founder, Vonda
Catering and Events.

“Brand Therapy: Branding Your Per-
sonal Image” was presented by Elizabeth
Barry, president of Branding Brilliant
Women and the founder of Elizabeth Barry
Associates. Another workshop was “Man-
aging Your Business and Personal Finance.”
Panelists included Kate Tomlinson, pub-
lisher and editor-in-chief of New Jersey
Monthly magazine; Linda Parish, vice-presi-
dent, Union Center National Bank Com-
mercial Lending, and David Leibowitz,
vice-president and director, Union Center
National Bank Private Banking.

Representatives from the Industry-Busi-
ness Institute at Union County College
attended and distributed information on
free courses given this summer for people
working in businesses in Union County.

The luncheon and workshops were fol-
lowed by a cocktail hour at which the
women could network and exchange busi-
ness cards. All of the Union County Free-
holders were present, as well as Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, director of the
county’s Division of Strategic Planning
and Intergovernmental Relations within the
Department of Economic Development,
and Union County Manager Al Faella.

Lake Surprise Dam
Replacement Moves Forward

COUNTY — The State of New Jersey
has issued the necessary permits to move
forward with the construction of a new
dam at Lake Surprise in the Watchung
Reservation.

Fish were removed from the lake on
Thursday and Friday, May 29 and 30,
with the actual draining of the lake ex-
pected to get underway in early June.

Work on the new dam is expected to
take a year to complete, but may take
longer depending upon weather condi-
tions. However, county officials are hope-
ful that the lake will only be out of
commission for one summer.

The Lake Surprise project will involve
replacing the dam to meet modern dam
safety standards. While upgrades have
been made to the dam over the years, the
dam’s earthen core dates back to 1845.

The areas that will be affected during
the construction period are the dam itself
and the road from the lower loop parking

lot leading to the dam, which will be used
by contractors. Workers will be on site
from 7 a.m. until 3:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

Ritacco Construction Company Inc.
of Belleville was awarded a $3,608,000
contract for the Lake Surprise Dam reha-
bilitation.

With work being started this summer,
it should only affect this summer season.
Downstream communities will not be
affected by the draining of the lake.

Draining is necessary to assure the
safety of the workers who are rebuilding
the dam, and it may also have another
benefit, by killing off some of the vegeta-
tion clogging the lake, according to county
officials.

The project will also include improve-
ments to the dam at Seeley’s Pond, which
is downstream from Lake Surprise on the
western border of the Watchung Reser-
vation.
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County Awarded $600,000
For Brownfields Assessment
COUNTY – Union County has been

awarded two federal grants totaling
$600,000 to assess brownfield sites in
seven Union County municipalities.

The grants are from the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA)
Brownfields Assessment, Revolving
Loan Fund and Cleanup (ARC) fund.

Union County formed a coalition with
the Union County Alliance and the Bor-
oughs of Garwood and Roselle and the
Cities of Elizabeth, Linden, Plainfield and
Rahway to apply for the grants last year.

“Brownfields have become critical re-
sources in Union County,” Union County
Alliance President and Executive Direc-
tor Geoff Perselay said. “This grant award
will help make it possible to reclaim land
for economic development to accommo-
date existing population densities and
future population growth throughout
Union County.”

Both of the grants come under the EPA
Brownfields Hazardous Substances and
Petroleum Assessment Program. The
funds will be used to conduct environ-
mental assessments and to support
cleanup and community outreach in the
seven Union County municipalities des-
ignated as coalition partners.

A brownfield site is land that was once
used for industrial purposes or some com-
mercial uses that is idle or underused
because of real or perceived environmen-
tal pollution. Often the land is contami-
nated by low concentrations of hazardous
waste or pollution and has the potential to
be reused once the site has been reclaimed
through EPA regulated protocols.

In 1999, Jersey Gardens – the largest
outlet mall in New Jersey – opened on
land that was once a brownfield. To date,
Jersey Gardens marks the most ambi-
tious New Jersey Brownfield remediation
project, turning the former landfill into
land suitable for retail use.

A more recent example of reclamation
is Snyder Avenue Park in Berkeley

Heights. This multi-use county park
opened in 2010 on land that was once an
abandoned fuel depot.

With funding from a prior EPA assess-
ment grant the county was able to prepare
a brownfield inventory in December 1999
based on the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
known contaminated sites list and con-
firmed via a windshield survey. The
brownfield community-wide hazardous
substances grant funds will be used to
conduct 12 phase I and five phase II
environmental site assessments.

 Petroleum grant funds will be used to
conduct 12 phase I and seven phase II
environmental site assessments. Grant
funds of both types also will be used to
inventory sites and support cleanup plan-
ning and community outreach activities.

The Brownfields grant application was
prepared by Brownfield Redevelopment
Solutions based in Manasquan.

Bramnick Bill Would
Telemarketers to Give
Contact Information
TRENTON — Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st. Westfield)
recently introduced legislation that would
require telemarketers, upon request, to
provide the name, address and telephone
number of the person on whose behalf the
call is made. Mr. Bramnick’s bill, A-
3277, provides that if prosecutors can
verify a complaint and trace the call back
to the company, a telemarketer who re-
fuses to give the information could be
fined as much as $1,000. “Telemarketers
who make phone calls harassing con-
sumers and will not identify themselves
are not honest business people,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Their calls are annoying
because they keep asking questions and
they will not give any answers to your
questions.”

Kean Purchase of
Merck Property

Put on Hold
UNION — Kean University has

stopped negotiations to buy the 44-acre
property across the street from Kean’s
main campus on Morris Avenue in Union
while a judge reviews whether a member
of the Kean family had the legal authority
to transfer the family’s option to buyback
the property to the university, The Star-
Ledger has reported.

According to The Ledger, Russo Acqui-
sitions, which was in talks to buy the prop-
erty from Merck for $6 million to develop
it for retail and residential development,
has challenged the Kean acquisition.

Both Union Township and Union
County have opposed Kean’s acquisition
of the property, saying it would remove
the property from the tax rolls as the
university does not pay taxes. The county
has said the tax revenue lost for Union
Township and the county would be over
a million dollars annually.


