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Courtesy of John Quattrocchi
CLASSICS…Garwood resident John Quattrocchi, right, and friend, Jack
Savarino, catch up on news in The Westfield Leader at the Raritan River Region
Cadillac LaSalle Club car show recently at Crown Cadillac.

gram will start for sixth-grade
students during their second se-
mester of the 2014-2015 school
year, with 11 lesson plans rang-
ing from peer and internal pres-
sure to the consequences of
smoking cigarettes and mari-
juana.

When these students reach the
eighth grade, he said they will
have the last three lessons dur-
ing the first semester of the 2016-
2017 school year, which will re-
view what they already learned
and teach them about cough
medicine abuse and other drugs.

“There’s natural, open discus-
sions and a round table forum
instead of me standing at the
front of the classroom and lec-
turing at kids,” Officer Nazzaro
said.

Board Member Camille
Widdows questioned whether the
police officers would wear their
uniforms while conducting the
program. Officer Nazzaro agreed
with her that wearing street

clothes when speaking with stu-
dents would make them more
comfortable to discuss certain
topics.

“Sometimes there’s walls that
you break down when you don’t
have the uniform on,” Officer
Nazzaro said. “One of the big-
gest parts of this whole program
is to break down the walls.”

Officer Nazzaro said A.L.E.R.T.
also has a survey component to
encourage conversations be-
tween students and their par-
ents. He said this interview for-
mat will allow students to ask
their parents about similar chal-
lenges they experienced around
the same age.

“Sometimes that conversation
never comes up and Project
A.L.E.R.T. encourages that con-
versation,” Officer Nazzaro said.

Officer Nazzaro said the transi-
tion to this program does not
cost anything since it is federally
funded. He said A.L.E.R.T. will
become a part of the physical
education and health classes and
will be taught by him and other
officers as well as health educa-
tors.

Superintendent Gayle Carrick
agreed that this is a cost effec-
tive program that the schools
can adapt to fit their own sched-
ules and curriculums.

“I think we all agree that D.A.R.E.
has run its course,” Ms. Carrick
said. “I think [A.L.E.R.T.] gives us
the latitude to make it into what
we want to make it to be.”

The letter from attorney John
Blake stated: “My client has asked
that I notify you of his interest in
the present applications before
you concerning the ‘Hidi Prop-
erty.’ He has advised me that he
wants me to look into the previ-
ous court case involving previ-
ous applications concerning the
Hidi Property.”

Mr. Fraser pointed out that the
letter did not specify what the
resident was requesting the plan-
ning board do or not do.

Still, with the letter and Mr.
Scherer’s allegation against Ms.
Villaggio, Mr. Scherer made a mo-
tion to go into executive session.

Mr. Fraser questioned the mo-
tion because the matter did not
involve potential litigation nor
personnel. Mr. Nierstedt said it
was a personnel issue, which was
challenged by Councilwoman Ann
Tarantino, who spoke from the
floor and accused the members
of using it as a cover for a discus-
sion that should be held in public.

Members agreed to go into ex-
ecutive session. Ms. Villaggio and
two others abstained.

When the session ended, the
vote was held with Ms. Villaggio,
Gene Jannotti and Michael Vena
approving the memorialization.
The two other members who
voted in favor of the resolution,
Georgia MacIndoe and Timothy
Hak, were absent. Board mem-
bers who voted against the reso-
lution were not permitted to vote.

The Villarauts are proposing to
spend more than $5 million to
build the townhomes behind the
building that housed Five Star
Catering. The one-acre linear
property is adjacent to the
Brookside Detention Basin in
Cranford and used to be home to
Hidi’s Deli. The community would
be restricted to 55 and up.

While the variance was granted,
a site plan has not been pre-
sented to the board.

Quattrocchis Form Garwood
Grassroots Political Group

wrested control with a slate of
candidates in the June 3 Primary
Election.

Mrs. Quattrocchi, who lost her
primary re-election bid to Sal
Piarulli, said the new organiza-
tion is the result of being “shut
out” of the regular Republican
Party by Mr. Mathieu. Although
Mrs. Quattrocchi and Mr. Mathieu
ran together and won their seats
in 2010, the two quickly fell out.

“We want to be active about
what’s going on in town,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “We do what
we can.”

Whatever the reason, Roselle
Republican Party Chairman Roger
Stryeski, who knows both camps
well, wondered about the new
organization, which he said lent
itself to ridicule by its mere acro-
nym: RIP Garwood.

“As a Republican, I try to be
loyal to the party,” he said. “Take
the results of the primary, and
try to beat them next year. It
looks like sour grapes. A lot of
others say the same thing. It’s

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi and her husband
John have formed a grassroots
political organization for Repub-
licans and independents, a move
that one local strategist called
“divisive.”

The purpose of the Republican
and Independent Partners of
Garwood is “to inform residents
of the borough of the local issues
as well as providing support to
select candidates seeking public
office,” according a press release
issued by the group.

With John Quattrocchi as presi-
dent, Mrs. Quattrocchi is the sec-
retary, Councilman Mike Martin
is the vice-president and
Garwood Planning Board mem-
ber Timothy Hak, a former coun-
cilman, is the treasurer. Mr.
Quattrocchi was chairman of the
Garwood Republican Committee
until Councilman Jim Mathieu
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Garwood Board OKs
Redevelopment Study

Kutztown Announces
Graduates

KUTZTOWN, Pa. – Kutztown
University has confirmed the
graduation of 1,293 students.
Commencement exercises were
held May 10; however, some stu-
dents completed graduation re-
quirements after that date.

Brian T Byrnes of Cranford
earned a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration Manage-
ment; Joseph D Chencharik of
Cranford earned a Bachelor of
Fine Arts Communication Design;
Jessica Lynn Poland of Cranford
earned a Bachelor of Science Psy-
chology.


