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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ALL-AMERICAN...An All-American team participates in the Downtown Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza held July
23. The annual event, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, always draws a large crowd of runners.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
GET TOGETHER...New Jersey Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield), standing, held a lunchtime gathering of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) at 16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro in Westfield
last week to promote his legislative redistricting plan.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
JUST PEACHY... A little girl looks over the selection of peaches at the Cranford
Farmers’ Market on Thursday afternoon in the municipal parking lot on North
Union Avenue.  The market is held Thursdays from 2 to 7 p.m.  through October.
Fresh produce and specialty foods are available.
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Asm. Bramnick Speaks
Before Westfield Chamber

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – New Jersey As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) says
the 21st Legislative District is so
Republican he could probably rob
a bank and lose the Primary Elec-
tion, but win the General Election.

“That’s how Republican this dis-
trict is,” Mr. Bramnick told a lunch-
time gathering of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) at
16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro
last week. “That’s not good. Bank
robbers should not be elected offi-
cials.”

Besides stating the obvious, Mr.
Bramnick used the July 22 meeting
of about 40 WACC members to pro-
mote his legislative redistricting
plan, and competition among Re-
publicans and Democrats, saying
the status quo of politically safe
seats makes changing outdated or
counterproductive laws virtually
impossible.

“When you have partisan poli-
tics, and everything is partisan, it’s
very difficult to get anything done,”
said Mr. Bramnick, who along with
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz of
Summit and Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
of Westfield represent the 21st dis-
trict, which includes parts of Union,
Morris and Somerset counties.

Several Democrats already have
dismissed the proposed constitu-
tional amendment, which Mr.
Bramnick first put forth July 14 at a
statehouse press conference. And
since they control the Assembly, 48
to 32, as well as the state Senate, 24
to16, even Mr. Bramnick realizes
the odds.

Still, the lawmaker is pressing
forward, saying that while only four
of the 40 state districts are competi-
tive, his suggestion would put 15 to
18 in play.

“I always say once you float the
idea in the world of ideas, at least
you get the discussion going,” Mr.
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GW Bd. OKs Redevelop.
Study for Casale, Petro Sites

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – An eminent domain
dispute that flared several times within
the borough council spilled into the
planning board last Wednesday, in-
volving two of the same players:
board member and Councilman Bill
Nierstedt and Councilman Jim
Mathieu.

In an 8-to-2 vote, the planning
board agreed to conduct an “Area in
Need of Redevelopment” study for
the largely abandoned Casale sheet
metal works and Petro sites on South
Avenue. The study allows for the
consideration of eminent domain, a
provision which drew sharp criticism
from board members Robert Scherer
and Ileen Cuccaro.

Like Mr. Mathieu voiced at previ-
ous council meetings, both questioned
the authority of local government to
condemn private property for a non-
public use. Mr. Nierstedt continued
to insist that there may be a public use
of the property, specifically a parking
lot near the center of the borough on
the south side to help spur growth. He
introduced, vigorously spoke in fa-
vor of and voted for the eminent
domain provision when the resolu-
tion directing the board to undertake
the study was before the council.

“I believe for that development we
are advocating downtown, that we
will need parking,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“If we are unable to obtain that
through a redevelopment agreement/
redevelopment plan with the rede-
veloper, the borough may have to –
may have to – take some property for
parking.”

The parking issue was discussed
and debated considerably by the plan-
ning board before it approved a three-
story mixed use structure in April at

325-331 South Avenue.
The argument did little to convince

Mr. Scherer, who did not believe park-
ing was a valid “public use.”

“We created and made a problem
with the parking,” Mr. Scherer said.
“And now you want to use part of the
law to possibly screw somebody else
out of their own property.”

Mr. Nierstedt has said that the reso-
lution does not authorize taking prop-
erty. The council would have to take
separate action to do that.

But Ms. Cuccaro said that if it is
part of the resolution, it will most
likely be used, a statement which Mr.
Nierstedt said was “100-percent in-
accurate.” He said in his 30 years as a
planner, he has never used eminent
domain.

Ms. Cuccaro also was skeptical
when Mr. Nierstedt said there were
no specific plans in the works for the
Casale and Petro properties, but prob-
ably will be considered in the cre-
ation of a transit village.

He explained that if the property
meets the criteria to be declared in
“need of development,” it gives the
borough more control over regula-
tions regarding the property, such as
zoning.

“I’d rather have the borough be in
control, have a redevelopment plan
to say to a redeveloper, ‘This is what
we want,’ rather than (the developer)
coming in and saying ‘this is what
you are going to get,’” Mr. Nierstedt
said.

During public comments, Mr.
Mathieu said he was “very disap-
pointed” in the board’s vote. He was
the lone dissenter when the borough
council approved the resolution with
the eminent domain provision last
month.

CF BOE to Implement New
Drug Resistance Program

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of
education and Cranford Police De-
partment are implementing a new
drug resistance program for the
upcoming school year that will edu-
cate students beyond elementary
school about the consequences of
drugs and alcohol.

Project A.L.E.R.T. is a two-year
middle-school program that will re-
place the current D.A.R.E. program,
which runs for 10 weeks in the fifth
grade. Police Officer Matthew
Nazzaro said the new program will
continue to encourage a positive
relationship between students and
officers.

He explained at the Monday night
board meeting that the current pro-
gram is outdated and A.L.E.R.T.
has been proven by a drug policy
think tank to increase the trend of
students remaining drug-free.

“It’s bigger than just you should
say no; it’s why you should say no,”
Officer Nazzaro said. “We need to
tell them what the consequences
outside of legal are, the life conse-
quences, what they’re sacrificing.”

He added, “[The police depart-
ment and board of education] un-
derstand that there’s a value in in-
teracting with our kids in a positive
manner, so it’s not always just pu-
nitive.”

Eight Candidates File For
WF BOE; Six in Cranford

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Voters in the local area
will have a choice of school board
candidates at the polls this Novem-
ber.

This is the third year school board
elections have been held in Novem-
ber since a new state law allowed
school boards to move elections from
April to the same date as the General
Election. All school boards in Union
County moved their elections. Also,
school tax levies are no longer put
before voters for approval providing
they stay within the state’s 2-percent
cap.

As per Monday’s filing deadline,
in Westfield, where just a few weeks
ago some incumbent board members
were worried there might not be three
candidates running, eight candidates
filed for three seats on the board.

Incumbent Mark Friedman of
Manchester Drive, who is running
for a second term, is joined in the race

by Evan Molloy of Radley Road,
David J. Sexton of Belmar Terrace,
Michael Bielen of Shadowlawn
Drive, Noreen Coleman of North
Avenue East, Anastasia Harrison of
Minisink Way, Margaret Oster of
Cherry Lane and Christopher B.
Langhart of Embree Crescent.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SINGING THE BLUES…The Chuck Lambert Band, with its mainly blues
music, drew a large crowd around the lawn at the train station on Tuesday night
during the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation.

Mountainside BOE Moves Forward
With Referendum Upgrades

By KAITLYN FREY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE —Updates on
the current construction work and
technological advancements to
Beechwood School and Deerfield
School were presented at Tuesday’s
Board of Education (BOE) meeting.

Mountainside voters passed a $19-
million referendum in March to get
upgrades on the school district’s fa-
cilities. Sixty percent of the referen-
dum comes from taxpayer dollars,
while 40 percent comes from the
state, board member Dante Gioia said.

Mountainside Technology Coor-
dinator Jason Whitaker gave a tech-
nology referendum update presenta-
tion to clarify the changes and im-
provements being made.

Mr. Whitaker created a three-part
phased approach to implement the
new technology. Phase one is physi-
cal and wireless networks, phase two
is telephone system replacement and
phase three is security cameras and
door hardware.

Aspire Technology Partners was
selected as the vendor for all equip-
ment and services. Meraki by Cisco

was chosen as the platform for the
new network because of the ease of
its cloud-based management, accord-
ing to Mr. Whitaker.

“We bought top-of-the-line firewall
and router software. We’re going with
Meraki because through your con-
tract with them, when they release a
major update for their software, it
happens over the air in the back-
ground.” Mr. Whitaker said.

Mr. Whitaker has been working to
make sure this new system will last
for a good period of time and will be
expandable and adaptable.

“I have colleagues from other
schools that work with Meraki also,”
he added.

Board member Cathy Jakositz said
the new security cameras are state-
of-the-art and absolutely everything
can be seen from them.

“So much time and thought was
put into this and nothing was rushed.
Sometimes you want to rush the con-
cepts and things fall through the
cracks, but nothing happened that
way. Everything was planned with a
tremendous amount of foresight,” Ms.
Jakositz said.

In addition, the construction
projects from the referendum cur-
rently are in full swing. Construction
on the rooftops has been ongoing and
scheduled to be completed by the
start of school in September. The
rooftop replacement at Beechwood
School is 50 percent complete, and
the replacement at Deerfield School
is 65 percent complete.

Orders have been placed and
progress has been made for the gym-
nasium lighting replacements, toilet
renovations, door replacements and
window replacements as well.

During the meeting, Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky gave
a report on the completion of her
merit goals for the 2013-2014 school
year.
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