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Winners of Cranford DAR
Essay Contest Set Record

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) awarded prizes to
12 2014 American History Essay
Contest winners at the close of
the school year. Four students
also won in the state level NJ
DAR contest, more than any
other DAR chapter in New Jer-
sey. Statewide there were 1,476
essays from 49 participating
schools.

“The students seemed to en-
joy the required topic, ‘The Lives
of Children During the American
Revolution.’ They used creativ-
ity, understanding of and in-
sight into various hardships fami-
lies endured,” said Barbara
Krause, essay contest chair-
woman. The judges praised ex-
cellent writing skills that were
very improved over previous
years.

Each essay was read and
scored by three non-DAR judges
at the local and state level.
Cranford had a total of 180 en-
tries in grades 5 through 8, and
50 students scored 90 and
above. The first-place Cranford
winners received a DAR History
Medal. State winners, along with
their parents, were honored at a
NJ DAR award luncheon in April
in Princeton.

“We appreciate the hard work
and enthusiasm of the students
and teachers to bring such ex-
cellent results,” said Mary
Leonard, essay contest co-chair-
woman. “We are proud of all our
participants.”

The winners at each grade level
were:

Grade 5: First Place — Kate
Bracke, Saint Michael School,
also First Place NJ DAR; Second
Place — Caitlin Turner, Saint
Michael School, and Third Place
— Alexa Joy, Saint Michael
School.

Grade 6: First Place — Claire
Callahan, Orange Avenue

School, also Second Place NJ
DAR; Second Place — Alexis
Brophy, Orange Avenue School,
and Third Place — Allison Licks,
Orange Avenue School.

Grade 7: First Place — Alexa
Adubato, Saint Michael School,
also Honorable Mention NJ DAR;
Second Place — Claire Shubeck,
Saint Michael School, and Third
Place — Lauren Sillito, Saint
Michael School.

Grade 8: First Place – Sara
Ferro, Saint Michael School, also
Second Place NJ DAR; Second
Place — William Lentz, Orange
Avenue School, and Third Place
— Katherine Stoche, Orange Av-
enue School.

WINNING ESSAYISTS...Mary Leonard, Cranford Daughters of the American
Revolution Essay Contest co-chairwoman, congratulates winners at Saint Michael
School. Pictured with her, from left to right, are: Alexa Joy, Caitlin Turner,
Katharine Bracke, Alexa Adubato, Lauren Sillito, Claire Shubeck and Principal
Sandy Miragliotta. Absent was Sara Ferro.

system could be designed in a
way to hold more water over
time, but would have to add more
piping underground.

“With the Township of Cranford
having been through multiple
100-plus-year storms within
short time periods, the 100-year
storm in the Township of Cranford
doesn’t quite fit anymore. I would
ask on behalf of the planning
board that further revisions be
made to the detention basin, so
the time period does not further
overburden the waterways,” Mr.
Hannen said.

When Hurricane Irene hit Cran-
ford in 2011, it caused wide-
spread flooding in the township
from the Rahway River. “1,600
homes had damages, with 400
having first-floor damage,” Plan-
ning Board member Dan
Aschenbach said.

“For an application of this
magnitude…in this regard it
doesn’t make sense to me,” Mr.
Aschenbach said.

Mr. Aschenbach and other
members of the board had asked
Mr. Pasqual and UCC to meet
with the township engineer to go
over the calculations of the
stormwater management sys-
tem, which were not provided at
the presentation nor in the ma-
terials sent to the township in
advance of the presentation.

“We are not going to sit down
and meet with your engineer. We
have provided the township the
opportunity to ask questions,”
said Judy Verrone, attorney for
the UCIA.

 “I don’t understand what would
be so wrong with a sit down with
our engineer to be certain of the
plans,” Mr. Aschenbach replied.
“You knew this would be on our
minds as a concern.”

“You should have seen our con-
cerns, especially after what we
went through with the college and
the sports field. There were 1,600
homes that were flooded out. Pos-
sessions were put out on the street.

So, yes, we are questioning your
drainage,” Planning Board mem-
ber Ann Steinbach said.

Mr. Aschenbach also had con-
cerns about the maintenance plan
of the detention basin.

Ms. Verrone later said the appli-
cant would provide the township
engineer with the calculations,
after being pressed by Board Vice-
Chairman Peter Taylor.

“It is hard for us to answer
without knowing what the calcu-
lations are and the size of the
containment system. He said this
information would help to under-
stand if the system does indeed
meet the requirements of the
township ordinance on
stormwater management,” Mr.
Taylor said.

The project does not provide
additional parking. Planning
Board member Kathleen Murray
asked how the additional class-
rooms would impact the parking
situation. Ms. Verrone replied that
overflow parking would continue
to flow to the Greek Orthodox
Church in neighboring Westfield,
located near UCC, as well as on-
street parking.

During construction, 40 to 55
parking spots will be lost as a
parking lot will be used for con-
struction staging and parking for
construction workers. The new
construction will join two build-
ings over the peace garden, ar-
chitect Nicholas Netta said. As a
result, 10 trees from the peace
garden will be removed.

A four-foot-high berm with
shade trees and evergreens will
be added in front of the parking
area on Princeton Road to shield
the views and lighting of the
parking lot from the residents
there. Nineteen shade trees and
17 evergreens will be planted.

UCC has received the demoli-
tion permit and will begin prepa-
rations next week, Mr. Pasqual
said. Construction is expected to
last 17 months, concluding De-
cember 2015, he said.

CF Concerned over UCC Expansion
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of Health, the borough brought
in technicians from Pest-Gon Inc.
of Middlesex, who walked the
brook twice and determined there
were no active burrows s in the
waterway.

The council was informed that
work still remains on the club-
house at the $3.2-million Ath-
letic Field Complex between Wil-
low, Oak, Rankin and New
Streets. Besides problems with
the curbing surrounding the
kitchen vent on the roof and
interior framing, doors that have
not yet arrived and wall installa-
tion still needs to be completed.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli in-
dicated it could take another
seven weeks for the doors to
arrive, but could not offer any
guess as to a date when the
project, originally scheduled to
be finished in spring 2013, would
be completed.
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