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CRANFORD — The planning
board continued its hearing last
Wednesday on the application of
Emanuel Nimrud, who is seeking
permission to construct a three-
story building with retail on the
first floor and six apartments on
the second and third floors at
496 Centennial Avenue, in a B-3
Zone. The hearing will be carried
to the Wednesday, August 20
board meeting.

After the board expressed con-
cerns with aspects of the plan,
the applicant had the plans re-
vised, said Gerry Kitsopoulos,
attorney for the applicant. Addi-
tionally, the revised plan changed
the apartment layout from six,
two-bedroom units to four, one-

bedroom units and two, two-
bedroom units, in an effort to
alleviate parking concerns, Mr.
Kitsopoulos said.

The applicant is proposing 10
parking spots, where 20 are
needed under the ordinance. The
building was proposed to be
moved three feet to the right to
make room for an easement for
maintenance to the building on
the adjoining property line. By
shifting the building to the right,
a support beam originally in the
parking area was moved to a
handicapped aisle to negate any
concerns of cars navigating
around the beam into a parking
space. The on-site detention ba-
sin planned for the site would
also now have an extra line con-
nected to the township’s
stormwater management system
for overflow.

A soil study was conducted by
Nejm Jundi, a professional engi-
neer hired by the applicant. Mr.
Jundi said he excavated 12 feet
below the surface and found the
soil to be dense and to have a
percolation rate of 0 at 11 feet
down. “It will empty .2 inches
per hour,” Mr. Jundi said, which
is one inch every five hours. He
said that is less than usual.

“The overflow is a concern if we
are not getting the percolation
rates,” Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien said.

Mr. Kitsopoulos said the appli-
cant will comply with what the
township engineer requests be
done onsite for storm water man-
agement.

The plans submitted increase
the pervious surface from 3,235
square feet to 6,285 square feet
from the previous owner who
was there, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

The applicant also added more
lighting and added shields to the
lights. Andrew Ruskulus, a nearby

cohol, knives,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said. “The majority is not
really the policing part of it, but
building a relationship with the
children in school,” the mayor
said.

Christian Pasternak and Ken-
neth Rutmayer were appointed
as communication officers within
the Cranford Police Department.
The openings were made avail-
able as promotions within the
police department occurred.

Cranford cancelled the canoe
races that are part of the July 4th
celebration held in the township.
“After a major rain event…there
was a concern there would be too
much rainfall and the river would
be too high, or we would have
potential flooding problems,”
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
said. The DPW had lowered the
water in the river to evade flood-
ing, he said.

“The engineering department
along with the Department of
Public Works is in an effort to try
and manage the recreational re-
source we have in the Rahway
River in a manner to help protect
residents...to prevent any local-
ized flooding we can control,” Mr.
Hannen said. He also requested
that motorists avoid driving into
any standing water in flooded
areas, as the fire department
has had to help people stranded
in their cars that were stuck in
flooded streets.

“We will be making some grant
applications in the coming
months,” said Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubatu in connection to the
Rahway River flooding concerns.

The committee gave their con-
dolences to the family and friends
of the president of the Cranford
First Aid Squad, Barbara Ragone,
who passed away July 9. She
served 40 years on the volunteer
Cranford First Aid Squad. The
committee also offered their con-
dolences to family and friend of
former township chief financial
officer Tom Grady, who passed

away July 12.
The township will hold a farm-

ers’ market Thursdays in the Mu-
nicipal Parking Lot 1 from 2 to 6
p.m. with free parking available
then in that lot. There will be live
music and a yoga demonstration
during today’s market.

During public comments, Colby
Lane resident Mindy Kipness
asked the committee to find a
way to protect the wooded area
Union County College (UCC)
owns. “We want to make sure
that it is protected, not only for
us, but for those downstream,”
Ms. Kipness said. UCC had pro-
posed to cut down some 700
trees in over four acres of land
that borders Colby Lane in Cran-
ford to build a turf field. Last
month, the UCC board voted to
consider building the athletic field
in a county-owned park.

resident, had concerns about the
lighting shining into the adjacent
residential property.

Bahman Rzadme, traffic engi-
neer and civil engineer, con-
ducted two additional parking
surveys of the area since the
last meeting. He said there were
67 available on-street parking
spots in the surrounding area.
Mr. Rzadme said he considered
McLellan Street, Buchanan Place,
Cranford Terrace and Centen-
nial Avenue. He included eight
spots on the easterly side of
Cranford Terrace, which resi-
dents and the board said was
considered a no–parking area.

The board also had concerns
with the safety of residents hav-
ing to walk across Centennial
Avenue, which they said is a busy
street and does not have painted
crosswalks where the building
would be situated, from Buchanan
Place or McLellan Street.

Area residents showed concerns
regarding on-street parking in
an area which, they say, cur-
rently is congested with cars
parked on the street.

The applicant is proposing a
shared-parking agreement with
the business and the residents.
Township Planner Victor
Furmanec asked what time the
shared parking would be ex-
tended to residents of the build-
ing. Mr. Rzadme said residents
would be able to use the parking
lot after 6 p.m. Monday through
Saturday.

Board Secretary Kevin Illing
had brought to light that the
applicant needed to amend the
application and seek a design
waiver for the parking lot to be
25 feet from the front property
line.

Centennial Avenue Mixed-Use Plan
Draws Cranford Board Concerns
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PERFORMANCE AWARDS…Chief Leonard Dolan of the Cranford Fire De-
partment presents EMS performance awards Tuesday night at the Cranford
Township Committee meeting. Firefighters/EMT Wes Ditzel, 3rd, Matt Steitz,
Arthur Anderson, Matt Lubin, Scott Miller, Brian Ingraham, John Dillon, Call
Fire Fighter and EMT Joseph Kopf, and Lt./EMT Jon Wojcik were presented
with the award.
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