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FW Memorial Library Offers
Summer Reading Campaign
FANWOOD — Throughout June

and July, Monday nights at Fan-
wood Memorial Library are dedi-
cated to the library’s summer read-
ing campaign, “Fizz, Boom, Read!”
The events, which begin at 7 p.m.
each week, correspond to this year’s
campaign’s science theme, and are
a chance for children and parents to
laugh and learn on the library’s front
lawn.

The most recent event, held on
June 30, featured a comedic routine
by David Engel as mad scientist Dr.
Gravity. Mr. Engel, a veteran New
York family entertainer, has previ-
ously performed at the library, lead-
ing pirate and Star Wars-related
events. This year, wearing a lab
coat and an Einstein-style toupee,
Mr. Engel entertained a large audi-
ence, using juggling, levitation and
more to teach them about gravity
and “the physics of falling down.”

Future Monday night events will
include a look at the life of Ben
Franklin, an interactive science
event called “Spin, Boom, Pop!,” a
presentation on turtles by animal
expert Steve Woyce, and a perfor-
mance of William Shakespeare’s A
Midsummer Night’s Dream by The
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jer-
sey. The events are held outdoors,
but will be moved inside the library

in case of extreme weather. Patrons
are invited to arrive early to check
out books, as the library closes at 8
p.m.

For information about Monday
nights and more, visit
fanwoodlibrary.org.

MAD SCIENTIST...Mad scientist Dr. Gravity, a.k.a. David Engel, a veteran New
York family entertainer, performs at the Fanwood Memorial Library on June 30.

Shakespeare in the
Garden

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey will host “Shakespeare
in the Garden” on Wednesday, July 23,
and Monday, July 28, from 7 to 8:15
p.m. Tickets will be sold at the door
and are $8 for members and $12 non-
members.

For more information visit
www.artcenternj.org/shakespeare.aspx
or call (908) 273-9121.

Swain Gallery to
Host Showcase

PLAINFIELD — A multi-media
showcase of works by 23 young
award-winning artists selected from
the Annual Juried Student Exhibit
at the duCret School of Art in Plain-
field will be featured in a summer
exhibit held Saturday, July 19,
through Saturday, August 16, at
Swain Galleries in Plainfield. The
opening reception on July 19 will
be from 5 to 7 p.m. On view will be
oils, watercolors, stained glass, jew-
elry, photography and more.

Regular hours at Swain Galleries
are Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday 9:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. Swain Galleries, family
owned and operated, established in
1868 and celebrating 146 years,
features fine art, custom framing
and specialty gifts. Swain’s is lo-
cated at 703 Watchung Avenue,
Plainfield. For more information
call (908) 756-1707.

PRIVATE OASIS…Top Cottage in Hyde Park, N.Y. was FDR’s private spot to
“escape the mob.”

HISTORIC SITE…Springwood, the Hyde Park, N.Y. estate of Franklin D. Roosevelt, is only a two-hour drive from
Union County.

History, Charm and Cuisine
In Hyde Park, New York
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Summer Travel Series

It is only about a two-hour drive
from Union County but once you are
up in Hyde Park, N.Y. (population,
21,500), you will find enough to keep
you occupied for a long weekend—
preferably an autumn weekend so
you can soak in not only the area’s
history and sights, but also the beau-
tiful fall foliage along the Hudson
River.

There are two ways to get yourself
up to Dutchess County: Take the New
York Thruway to Newburgh and then
cross the Hudson River and head
north along the east bank of the river.
Or, if you prefer an auto-free experi-
ence, you can opt for the free
“Roosevelt Ride” operated by the
National Park Service from May
through October. Take Metro-North’s
ultra-scenic Hudson Line train so that
you are in Poughkeepsie at 10:33
a.m. on weekdays or 10:36 a.m. on
weekends. At the station, you can
board the Roosevelt Ride shuttle bus
for the 10-minute trip to the Franklin
D. Roosevelt Home and the FDR
Presidential Library and Museum—
a perfect spot to start your day.

FDR’s estate, “Springwood,” is just
one of several Roosevelt-related spots
to visit. The house where the 32nd
president was born, and which he
called home all of his life, was origi-
nally built in about 1800, with vari-
ous modernizations a century ago to
accommodate the growing Roosevelt
family—as well as the overbearing
presence of FDR’s mother, Sara, who
also lived there. Her imposing pres-
ence in the home and in her son’s life
was on clear display in the family
living room, where two large chairs
were situated side by side — king-
and queen-like — facing the rest of
the room.

It was here, we were told, that FDR
and his mother sat and presided over
family gatherings and other get-

togethers and oversaw the conversa-
tions, leaving Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt
off to the side.

Upstairs, you will see FDR’s wheel-
chair and his small bedroom. After
his polio-related paralysis in the early
1920s, FDR was said to be terrified of
a fire in the house and being unable to
escape without the use of his legs so
he never locked his bedroom door
and would practice dropping himself
from his bed and crawling to the
door.

The house, while large, does not
have a palatial feel; the rooms are not
excessively large or bright. Out back,
the expansive lawn rolls toward the

bluffs overlooking the train tracks
below and, beyond them, the Hudson
River. The front of the colonial re-
vival-style mansion is where
Roosevelt claimed victory in each of
the four presidential elections he won.

One thing you will not see at the
estate is the oak tree that was the
largest in Hyde Park. The day that the
domineering Sara Roosevelt died in
September 1941, the tree—without
warning—suddenly toppled to the
ground on a clear and windless day.
Both Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt,
along with their dog Fala, are buried
in the estate’s rose garden.

WCP Holds Auditions
For Private Lives

WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players will hold auditions
for Noel Coward’s Private Lives on
Sunday, July 20, and Monday, July
21, at 7 p.m. Auditions will be held at
the theater located at 1000 North
Avenue, West, Westfield. Production
dates are Saturday, October 11,
through Saturday, November 1.

Cast breakdown is as follows: Elyot
Chase – male (age 30-40s); Amanda
Prynne (formerly Chase) – female
(age 30-40s); Sibyl Chase – female
(age 30-40s); Victor Prynne – male
(age 30-40s); Louise, French maid –
(age range open). Note: Elyot and
Amanda are very physical parts.
Louise speaks French (it should sound
authentic.) Ages are flexible.

For more information visit
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Crossroads
Calendar of Events

Thursday, July 17
Levy and the Oakes

Fire is Motion
Boy vs. Ghost

Friday, July 18
The Project – Offbeat Minds –

Escape From Crete – The
Moondogs – Plan C featuring
Jefferson’s Junk Yard Dogs

Saturday, July 19
“Rock Against Dystrophy”

Mark Tornillo and
David Dipietro of TT Quick

Lords of Mercy
A Need For Reason

Bobby Blitz of Overkill
Bob Pantella of Monster Magnet

Dan Watts of Bullet Boys
Scott Metaxas of Prophet

Chris Caffery
Tattoo Tony

Sunday, July 20
Gorilla Battle of the Bands at 4 p.m.


