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PATRYLO HOMER; GROSSMANN, FAZIO, CAMISA TRIPLE

St. Nicholas Softballers Nix
St. John Paul II Men, 7-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Long drives, some caught, some
not, became the theme of the evening
in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League game between St.
Nicholas and St. John Paul II at For-
est Road Park in Fanwood on July 10.

Eight of the long shots were caught,
and the ones that were not resulted in
one home run, three triples and three
doubles, but in the end, St. Nicholas
managed to mix a few more singles
with their long balls to edge St. John
Paul II, 7-6.

St. Nick totaled 14 hits, and leadoff
batter Chris San Juan jolted a double
and two singles, while scoring once.
Pitcher Rich Banasiak belted a double
and a single, scored twice and had
three RBI. Rinaldo Santiago slapped
three singles and scored twice. Tom
Fazio whacked a two-run triple and
singled. Ron Labin lashed a pair of
singles, scored twice, added an RBI
and drew an intentional walk. Dan
Schneyder (RBI) and Floyd Roberts
each singled.

John Paul II totaled 13 hits, and
Walt Patrylo hammered the big one,
a two-run home run. Bob Camisa
clouted an RBI triple and a double
and scored twice. Joe Ursino went 3-
for-3 with a walk and two RBI. Rich
Reich singled twice and scored once.
Karl Grossmann crushed an RBI
triple, walked once and scored once.
Frank Apicella tapped a pair of singles
and walked once. Chris Giordano
(run scored) and Howard Kaplan each
singled once.

Slick defensive plays came into the
picture in a big way also and St. John
Paul II (JPII) second baseman Joe
McEvoy was involved in several. In
the first inning, just after turning a
grounder to a putout, he demonstrated
his range by chasing down a difficult
popup. In the second, he performed
an unassisted double play then in the
third, he made another fine scoop
that he converted to a putout.

In the fourth inning, JPII right
fielder Camisa hauled in a long shot
and catcher Apicella used his quick
reactions to grab a little dinker and
fire to first for a putout. Third baseman
Ursino grabbed a grounder along the
line in the fifth and made a long throw
to first to get the runner. In the sixth,
he absorbed a bad hop shot and fired
to first for the out.

St. Nick turned a pair of double
plays (DP), both initiated by Banasiak
on the mound. The first was to short-
stop Labin, who tossed to Roberts at
first. The second was to second

baseman Santiago, who fired to Rob-
erts for the DP. San Juan made a pair
of fine snags in leftfield and
Cihanowyz performed a dive-and-
role catch in right field. Banasiak
ended the game with an outstretched
snare of a liner off the bat of Patrylo.

St. JPII began the first with a bang
when Reich rapped a single and
Patrylo pounded his two-run homer
to deep right. St. Nick matched the
score with an RBI single from Labin
to bring in San Juan and an RBI
groundout to second by Banasiak.

An inning and a half of offensive
silence was interrupted in the bottom
of the third when St. Nick notched
three runs to take a 5-2 lead. With
Labin and Santiago on base, Banasiak
punched a two-run single to center
and later scored on Schneyder’s single
to right.

One of the most interesting situa-
tions occurred in the fifth. Camisa
crushed a shot way over San Juan’s

head in left. The ball ricocheted off a
tree and quickly came back into
centerfield. Camisa had to settle for a
double. Grossmann followed with his
RBI triple and Ursino drilled an RBI
single.

After the inning, San Juan said,
“That was a shot off the tree. I thought
I was going to be down by Midway
(Avenue).”

In the bottom of the inning,
Santiago singled, Banasiak doubled
and Fazio slammed a two-run triple
to left. JPII answered with two runs in
the sixth to make the score, 7-6.
Camisa whacked an RBI triple to
right and Ursino poked an RBI single
to left.

“We got to hit again. We are hold-
ing one,” Banasiak said as his team
strolled in to bat.

Nobody scored, so St. Nick needed
to silence JPII in the seventh and did.
St. John Paul II 200 022 0 6
St. Nicholas 203 020 x 7

Mo-town Rock ‘n’ Rolls Past Westfield Blue 11/12s
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Jack Harris scored twice, while Sam
Ross had an RBI single and James
Bensen singled.

Offensively, Anthony Merlo led
Westfield with two singles, a walk
and an RBI. Cooper Harris tapped an
RBI single and scored once. Griffin
Factor singled, Matt Miller and Jesse
Weinstein (walk) each scored once,
and Finn North and Mike Rossin each
walked once, while Luca Tibbals
made contact in all three of his plate
appearances.

Even though fielding only eight
players, Westfield Blue pulled off
several fine defensive plays. Weinstein
made several slick grabs while pa-
trolling right-center field. Harris,
playing second base, fielded some
sharp grounders and converted them
into putouts. He also successfully
covered first for a putout when first
baseman Rossin had to field a
grounder.

“It’s the seventh game of the sum-
mer and to see how much better these
kids have gotten, knowing where to
throw the ball, knowing what to do
and knowing situations. This spring,
they didn’t really have a great under-
standing of the game. The objective
this summer is, I don’t care whether
we are 15-0 or 0-15, it’s that I see
improvement in each and every kid,
not just the physical skills but the
understanding of baseball,” Coach
Factor said.

Jack Harris pitched the first four
innings for Mo-town and yielded two
runs on three hits and two walks,
while striking out four. McGrath
pitched the fifth inning, walking one
and striking out one. Santillo entered
in the sixth and allowed one run on
one hit and a walk.

Miller pitched the first four innings
for Westfield and yielded only one
walk, while striking out two.
Weinstein tossed the fifth and sixth
innings and allowed only one walk,
while fanning four batters.

“It’s not necessarily throwing as hard
as you can, it’s throwing for strikes.
We’ve had that problem. We walked
eight or nine guys and they all scored.
Today, our first pitcher threw four
innings and he only walked one guy.

He kept us in the game. Our defense
made some plays even though we had
only eight guys,” Coach Factor said.

Mo-town scored a run in the sec-
ond on an RBI single from Ross then
added four more in the third. Santillo
had an RBI groundout, Marum
chopped an RBI single and McGrath
thrashed a two-run double to center.
Mo-town danced across the plate
twice in the fourth on a pair of singles
and a pair of throwing errors.

In the Westfield fourth, Miller’s
grounder to short caused a throwing
error, allowing him to advance to
second. He stole third then Harris
wiggled an infield RBI single and
stole second. Harris later scored on a
wild pitch to make the score, 8-2.
Mo-town added a run in the fifth then

erupted for six runs on six hits in the
sixth, highlighted by RBI doubles
from Meriluoto and McGrath and a
two-run single by Bellog.

Westfield added its final run in the
sixth when Weinstein walked, stole
second and scored on Merlo’s RBI
single to right.

“I think these kids are having fun.
You can see that they are not totally
dejected after the game. They under-
stand that the goal is to get better
every day. These kids are having a
blast. I am having a blast coaching
them. It’s just to have each of these
kids at the end of the year tell me they
understand baseball a little bit more,”
Coach Factor said.
Morristown 014 216 14
Westfield Blue 000 201 3
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Carol Gross
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-377-9287
Email: carol.gross@cbmoves.com

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

(908) 233-5555

Beautifully maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath Ranch on
corner lot. Eat-in kitchen with deck, large living room,
dining room & family room, bonus Florida room with
skylights, high ceilings, deck,  side yard & first floor
laundry. Finished basement, 2-car attached garage. 

SPACIOUS AND BRIGHT!

Custom flat Ranch with large foyer & interesting floor
plan, 3 bedrooms, 2 and 1/2 baths. Eat-in kitchen, din-
ing room & master suite all have sliding doors to patio
& scenic yard. First floor laundry, partially finished
basement & 2-car attached garage. 

LARGE ROOMS, LOTS OF WINDOWS!

232 Juniper Way, MOUNTAINSIDE
Offered at $624,900

1070 Ledgewood Road, MOUNTAINSIDE
Offered at $579,000

Open House Sunday July 20th 1-4

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 20th • 1-4PM

Sales Associate

Inviting Split level home with four bedrooms and two and a half baths. The floor
plan features a welcoming foyer and expansive living room opening to the dining
room boasting gleaming hardwood floors. French pocket doors lead to the stunning
family room featuring a vaulted ceiling, skylights, built-in cabinetry, window seat
and Palladium window. The updated eat-in kitchen provides room for a large table
as well as a breakfast bar. French sliders lead to a spacious wraparound deck
which overlooks the deep yard. The floor plan also includes a ground level den and
basement recreation room. Enjoy nearly a half-acre of property, large enough to
enhance with a pool and delightful playground area. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac
street and conveniently located to schools and Tamaques Park.  An absolute delight!

8 Bates Way, Westfield, NJ $839,000

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
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Search for
homes from

your cell phone!
Text “jbcb”
to “87778”
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
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STANDINGS:
(As of July 7:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. John Paul II 8 5 .615
St. Anthony 6 4 .600
St. Joseph 6 4 .600
St. Jude 6 5 .545
St. Vincent 6 5 .545
St. Nicholas 6 6 .500
St. Francis 4 7 .363
St. Maximillian 3 8 .272
(won/lost records do not add up)

St. Joseph 4, St. Jude 3
St. Joseph took the last of six lead

changes in a back-and-forth affair
against St. Jude, securing a victory at
Farley Park on July 11.

In the seventh inning, St. Joseph
scored on an RBI single by Jerry
Russo off pitcher John Veglia to bring
home Lou Balestriere.

Nash Warfield racked up three RBI
on four singles for St. Joseph. Veglia,
who had two RBI, doubled in the
third inning and singled in the sixth
for St. Jude.

St. Joseph took a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the first. Balestriere tripled
and Warfield whacked an RBI single.
Warfield also rapped an RBI single in
the fifth, scoring Balestriere.
Balestriere and Gene Booth each had
three hits for St. Joe. Mike Barcellona
and Harry Semple each had a pair of
hits in a losing effort.

St. Nicholas 6, St. John Paul 4
St. Nicholas escaped with a 6-4

victory, completing a two game sweep
of the league leaders and tightening
the race in the St. Bart’s league. The
Nico’s grabbed a four run lead in the
third inning and held tight.

St. John Paul II scored on an RBI
double by Chris Giordano in the third
inning, a fielder’s choice in the fifth
inning, and an RBI double by Joe
Ursino in the sixth inning. Despite its
efforts, St. John Paul II was thwarted
by a running catch in deep left field
by Chris San Juan in their final frame.

Paul Bifani went 3-for-3 for St.
Nicholas with singles in the first, third
and sixth innings, scored twice and
drove in a run. Robbie Zerafa ripped
a clutch two-run single in the first
inning with two men out. Fresh off
the DL, Steve Polak added three hits
for the Nico’s.

St. Nicholas added three more runs
in the top of the third. Bifani singled
to score San Juan. Rich Banasiak
bashed an RBI single, scoring Ron
Labin. Zarafa added two more RBI,
giving him four for the day. John
Deitch pitched well for St. Nicks and
earned the victory.

Probitas Verus Honos

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

WF’s Ohaus Selected
Soccer All-American
Joe Ohaus, a recent graduate of

Westfield High School (WHS), has
just been selected as All-American
Soccer Player for Development Acad-
emy Soccer 17/18 year old.

Ohaus will be attending Duke Uni-
versity this fall, where he will start as
goalie. Joe’s dad, Jim Ohaus played
soccer for WHS and was named All-
American College Soccer player in
1970 and 1971 when he played for
Brown University.

60+ A DIVISION
TEAM W L
Creative Industries 15   5
Awnings Galore II 15   5
Kilkenny House 14   6
Li’l John’s Pizza   7 13

60+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
Robin’s Nest 12   7
The Office   8 10
Creative Industries Too   6 12
Associated Auto Parts   0 19

(Through July 13)

Kilkenny 23, Creative Too 10
Kilkenny collected 30 hits. Mike

Sevell (4-for-4), George Manos (3-for-
3), and Al Feigenbaum, John
Montefusco and Rich Kovach (HR)
each with three hits led Kilkenny. Demo
Cervelli (R, 2H), Bob Berger (R, 2H),
Richie Vitaliano (3H, 2BH, 2RBI) and
Charlie Lehman (H, R) led Creative.
Li’l John’s 5, Associated 4

Leading hitters for AAP were Pat
Sarullo, John Tomaine, Ron Horinko,
Robert Maley and Dave Goodman
each with two hits.
Awnings II 12, Robin’s Nest 7

Shortstop Gary Cuttler (several out-
standing defensive plays, 4-for-4, 2
triples, 3 runs, 4 RBI), pitcher Tom

Pasko (3-for-3, R, RBI), and Pete
Osborn (2BH, 2R, 2RBI), Bob Lorincz
(2RBI), Rich Polonitza (RBI), Rich
Traub (2R) and Tom Colandro (2R)
each with two hits led AG2.
Creative 9, The Office 4

Creative created five runs in the
sixth. Dana Kimmel (2R), Brian Wil-
liams (2BH, 3RBI), Joe DePierro (2R),
Frank Pepe, Geoff Polston (HR, 2RBI),
Steve Ferro (2 2BH), Rick Wilson and
Karl Grossmann all with multiple hits
led CI. Chip Weiss (3H, 2BH, R, RBI),
George Merlo (2H, RBI) and John
Psotto (2H, R) led The Office.
Creative Too 9, Associated 4

Creative scored three runs in the
bottom of the sixth. Bob Berger (2H,
RBI), Richie Vitaliano (R, 2H), Nick
Lehotsky (2R, 2H, 2BH), John Kozak
(R, 2H, RBI), Floyd Roberts (2R, 2H,
2BH, RBI) and Al Notchey (2H, RBI)
led Creative. Leading AA hitters were
Bill Moore (3-3, 2R HR), and Paul
Brody and Dave Goodman each with
an RBI.
Kilkenny 23, The Office 2

Kilkenny was led by Hector
Dominguez (4-for-4), Rich Kovach
and Al Feigenbaum with three hits
each. For The Office, Bill Hinkle,
Tom McNulty and Chip Weiss each
had two hits.
Awnings II 15, Creative 2

Every AG2 player had a hit and
either scored a run or contributed an
RBI. Tom Pasko pitched brilliantly,
backed by two diving outfield catches
by Bobby Rahnenfuhrer. Rich
Polonitza (3 hits, 2 doubles, scored
twice, 2 RBI) led offensively. Dana
Kimmel had two hits and Bill Reichle
had both RBI for CI.
Robin’s Nest 6, Li’l John’s 3

George Vircik was the winning
pitcher. John Symczak, Steve
Pietrucha, Rich Pelesko, Mark
Cowen, Mike Stenack and Walter
Engelhard each had two hits.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BARRELING DOWN TO FIRST BASE...St. John Paul II star Joe Ursino barrels down to first base as St. Nicholas first
baseman Floyd Roberts awaits a throw. It was Ursino’s first of three hits in the game at Forest Road Park on July 10.

Joe Ohaus

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports


