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Mr. Lance, How Does Your
Proposal Differ From The ACA?

I have been following our Con-
gressman Leonard Lance’s position
in different issues, from climate
change, immigration reform, health
care to gun violence prevention. He
has [voted to repeal] the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) a couple of times.
He favors employers providing health
care, the purchase of policies across
state lines, but he does not favor a
single-payer system. All the other
provisions he favors are already part
of the ACA. He mentions it needs to
be reformed, but he did not give any
insights about how it should be re-
formed. Most Republicans unlike
Leonard Lance oppose the single-
payer system, but they have done
nothing to support ACA payer sys-
tem. Kos journalist Markos Moulitsas
says that, “Republicans should have
embraced their Heritage-devised
plan, worked with Democrats to best
shape it in their mold, then accepted
this market-based approach in bipar-
tisan fashion. Republicans might not
have their ideal, but their CEO bud-
dies would still be living large and
they’d still be able to boast of a mar-
ket-based solution in line with their
political ideology.”

In the NJTV online news Lance
said, “All of us in Washington favor
reform of the system.” He also men-
tioned that he believed that the
President’s statement, “If you liked
your health care insurance policy,
you could keep your health care in-
surance policy,” because many plans
that do not meet Affordable Care Act
standards have been dropped. He
highlights this issue as a negative
consequence of ACA. In my opinion,
this is something positive for the in-
sured. Those plans that have dropped
are plans that did not meet the stan-
dards of the ACA, in other words they
have either higher deductibles,
copays, limited network or were in-
adequate for the population.

Congressman Lance is concerned
about health care reforms that raise
taxes and insert the government into
the doctor-patient relationship. The
ACA has provisions to control the
rise of the cost of the health insur-
ances and the government interven-

tion. Among the provisions
(Zuckerman and Holahan 2012) listed
in “Despite Criticism, The Afford-
able Care Act Does Much More to
Contain Health Care Costs” I found:
managed competition framework
with exchanges, subsidies tied to the
lowest cost silver plan offered in the
area, Medicare payment reductions
that will adjust cost structures and
control expenses, the creation of The
Patient Centered Outcome Research
Institute in an effort to inform pa-
tients, clinicians, purchasers and
policy makers, the creation of the
Independent Payment Advisory
Board that would make recommen-
dations for payment cuts if Medicare
expenses per enrollee grows faster
than GDP, the establishment of Ac-
countable Care Organizations to im-
prove efficiency and take care of pa-
tients, reducing payments to hospi-
tals with a high level of re-admis-
sions and establishing pilot programs
with bundle payments to allow hos-
pitals and providers more flexibility
in allocating resources.

Now, Congressman Lance, we
would like to hear from you what are
the essential elements of your pro-
posal that differ from the ACA and
how will these new approaches pro-
vide better solutions for the prob-
lems? This is the question I asked you
during your town hall meeting held at
Mountainside Borough Hall on July
2 and I am still looking for your
answer.

Maria Santiago-Valentín
Clark

Letters to the EditorBramnick: Reform Agenda
Would Save Taxpayers Money

TRENTON – Assembly Republi-
can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) outlined the need for bi-
partisan committees tasked with work-
ing together to introduce reform mea-
sures he says will save New Jersey
taxpayers billions of dollars by chang-
ing the failed school funding formula,
bringing fairness and affordability to
state pension and healthcare benefits
and ensuring that New Jersey’s worst
in the nation inheritance tax doesn’t
continue to drive families out of the
state.

He also said he wants to ensure that
Trenton politicians are forced to do
their jobs and fix the state by putting
voters back in control of state legisla-
tive elections.

During a press conference on Mon-
day, Mr. Bramnick urged Assembly
Speaker Vincent Prieto (D-32nd,
Secaucus) to work with him and estab-
lish four long-range strategic planning
committees with equal participation
from both parties and input from resi-
dents and policy experts. These com-
mittees would be responsible for out-
lining long-term plans to fix the failed
school funding formula, modernize the
state’s pension and health care ben-
efits, reform the state’s death tax and
provide more benefits for job creators
to re-locate or expand in New Jersey.

“Governor Christie’s success in
turning our state around materialized
because of legislators of both parties
working together to get things done,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Unfortunately, it
appears our colleagues on the other
side of the aisle have lost sight of our
long-term agenda in the wake of their
partisan investigation into traffic prob-
lems in Fort Lee. The Legislature
should prove to residents that they can
walk and chew gum at the same time
and spend just as much time address-
ing the real systemic problems in our
state as they have spent on their inves-
tigation.”

He said for 30 years, education
spending has been decided by the State
Supreme Court who have sent a ma-
jority of dollars to failing schools with-
out any checks and balances on how
taxpayer money is spent in those dis-
tricts.

 “The 30-year experiment initiated
by the State Supreme Court has failed
our children and taxpayers for far too
long,” Mr. Bramnick said. “It’s clear
that more money does not equal greater
performance in failing school dis-
tricts.”

Mr. Bramnick said nearly six out of
10 state education dollars go to just 31
school districts and the amount spent
in these districts skyrocketed from
$685 million to $4.5 billion since 1985,
representing a 61 percent increase,
even though student enrollment has
decreased during that same time pe-
riod. The average state aid per pupil in
these 31 school districts is $15,261
while the state aid average for every
other district is just $3,291 per pupil.

“We spend nearly three times as
much per pupil in 31 school districts,
yet we are still failing to give students
in those districts the educational op-
portunities they deserve,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Throwing money at
the problem has done nothing but cre-
ate inequity in education and a crisis
for property taxpayers.”

With more than 10 percent of the
state budget projected to be needed to
cover pension liabilities by 2018, Mr.
Bramnick said he wants to fulfill a

promise to future retirees by
transitioning to more financially sus-
tainable defined-contribution plans for
new employees.

“If our state is serious about provid-
ing a secure retirement to our teach-
ers, police, firefighters and other civil
servants, we need to follow the same
trend set by the private sector and
move new employees into a 401K-
style defined contribution plan,” said
Mr. Bramnick, pointing out that only
16 percent of private-sector workers
participate in a pension system.

“Years of failed promises to pro-
vide for our pension obligations has
put us $57 billion in the red and our
employees deserve to know that if we
do not act to promote sustainability,
their retirements are in jeopardy,” he
said.

New Jersey is one of only two states
that has both an estate tax and an
inheritance tax. Mr. Bramnick said
New Jersey has the worst death tax in
the nation, with nearly 50 percent of a
resident’s inheritance being taxed at
the state and federal level.

 “New Jersey is not only one of the
most expensive states to live in, it’s the
most expensive place to die,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Retirees are fleeing
our state because of caustic tax envi-
ronment and policies like the death tax
are tearing families apart.”

Mr. Bramnick also announced a
measure to provide voters across the
state with more competitive elections
in an effort to force Trenton politi-
cians to do their job, make New Jersey
more affordable and listen to the con-
cerns of its residents.

“If politicians do not fear the wrath
of voters, there is no compelling inter-
est for them to work across the aisle
and produce results,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

Mr. Bramnick said he wants a voter
referendum that would amend the state
constitution to require competitive
elections where the difference between
major party candidates would likely
be less than 10 percent. He said it
would also establish competitiveness
as the golden standard for legislative
redistricting. To put voters back in
control, Mr. Bramnick’s measure
would allow any resident to challenge
the New Jersey Apportionment
Commission’s map and provide an
alternative map to the State Supreme
Court.

While he remains hopeful that
Speaker Prieto will join him in estab-
lishing these four long-range plan-
ning committees, Mr. Bramnick plans
to engage voters across the state in a
real talk to restore fiscal sanity over
the coming months and intends to
work with local elected officials, small
business owners and residents across
the partisan spectrum to put pressure
on Assembly Democrats to act.

Lance: Israel Has Right to
Self-Defense Against Terror

WASHINGTON, D.C. –  Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), co-chairman
of the House Republican Israel Cau-
cus, released the following statement
concerning the persistent terrorist-
led attacks against Israel:

“The terrorist organization Hamas
and its allies have one goal: the de-
struction of the State of Israel. I will
continue to support Israel’s funda-
mental right to defend itself against
these unprovoked attacks. The United
States will hold Hamas accountable
for its actions and our nation will
continue to stand steadfast with our
friend and ally, Israel.”

Mr. Lance announced his support
for two legislative proposals this week
reaffirming his unwavering support

for Israel’s right to self-defense amidst
the recent escalation of rocket fire
from Gaza:

H.Res. 657, expresses the sense of
the House of Representatives that the
State of Israel has the continued sup-
port of the United States as it combats
unprovoked rocket attacks from the
Hamas terrorist organization.

H.R. 4411, the Hezbollah Interna-
tional Financing Prevention Act, will
impose severe new sanctions on
Hezbollah’s fundraising channels and
restrict its ability to use its illegal
financial network to support global
terrorism. Hezbollah is responsible
for more American deaths abroad
than any other terrorist organization,
with the sole exception of al Qaeda.

Public Should Expect Politicians to
Exhibit Highest Standards of Conduct
Mark McGwire’s recent admission

that he used steroids when he made
home run history is only a small part of
a major problem in our country and
throughout the world. We celebrate
celebrity without knowing much if
anything about the person being so
honored. Tiger Woods led an exem-
plary public life, but we learned a long
time later that his private life leaves
much to be desired. The Watergate
Tapes revealed President Nixon to be
far from the public image his public
relations team portrayed him to be.
Governor Elliot Spitzer of New York,
Governor Mark Sanford, former presi-
dential and vice-presidential candi-
date and former North Carolina Sena-
tor John Edwards, and Nevada Sena-
tor John Ensign, to name four ex-
amples, fell from public grace be-
cause of their sordid private lives which
were first revealed by the news media.
Up until that time they were viewed
models of the community, honest and
above reproach. The shame is that
millions of people put their faith in
them and cast their votes for them and
that two of them, Mr. Spitzer and Mr.
Edwards, even had dreams of becom-
ing President of the United States.

The public has every right to ex-
pect that the famous and the rich and
the politically powerful who inhabit
the airways and the news print and
the television screen exhibit the high-
est standards of conduct. It is bad
enough that the adult citizenry is con-
stantly disappointed by violations of
these standards. It is even worse that
the younger generations who often
look up to a Mark McGwire or a
Manny Ramirez as role models much
as Tiger Woods was viewed by mil-

lions of his golf fans are disappointed.
The result is distrust and cynicism
and even an anything goes attitude
that says that if these people can get
away with it anybody can.

What is required is the public’s
attention to detail and not to commer-
cials and press releases and other
forms of puffing to use a term of
advertising. The public must be vigi-
lant, and here we have the news me-
dia to thank, so that those truly de-
serving public admiration are the ones
who actually receive it. The person
that sets home run records or plays a
championship tournament way un-
der par or runs a huge organization or
wins by a landslide does not prove
the character of the person. For as
Ecclesiastes said a very long time
ago, “What profiteth a person if he or
she gains the world and loses his or
her soul?”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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