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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN...Families have fun on July 10 during the first concert in the Village Green Summer Concert Series at Alan
Augustine Park in Scotch Plains. The concert, sponsored by the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee, featured Preschool
of Rock, who opened the night, followed by Wade Preston and the Movin’ Out Band.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POP-UP STORE...NJ350, a pop-up store located on the corner of Central and
North Avenues in Westfield, offers memorabilia commemorating New Jersey’s
350th anniversary.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREE ENTERTAINMENT...Area residents and their pets get comfortable on
the lawn at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside on July 9 as TUSK, a Fleetwood Mac
tribute band, takes the stage. The concert is part of the Union County Summer
Concert series.

SP Board OKs Deck; Second
Application to Be Revised

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week approved
one application while asking another
applicant to revise and resubmit an
application to build an addition to his
home.

At its July 10 meeting, the board
voted 6-to-0 to approve a variance for
Sean Crapps to install a back-yard
deck at his 12 Blue Ridge Circle home.
Mr. Crapps explained to the board that
the topography of his back yard leads
to the chronic pooling of water after
rainfalls, rendering the area unusable.
The deck would extend to within 18
feet of the property line, in contraven-
tion of municipal standards that call
for a minimum 30-foot rear-yard set-
back. The home beyond Mr. Crapps’
back yard is obscured by a wooded
area.

Board member Dan Sullivan called
the deck, “the best use for the prop-
erty” given the problems with water
retention. Board member Rich Duthie
agreed, saying that if the back yard
was, indeed, usable, then Mr. Crapps
would not need to install a large deck.

A hearing on the board’s second

application ended abruptly when the
applicant, Brian Farde of 6 Johnson
Street, along with his architect, men-
tioned that they were requesting ap-
proval of three variances connected to
a proposed addition to Mr. Farde’s
home. Board Vice-Chairman Chris
Abeel pointed out that Mr. Farde’s
application requested one variance —
a rear-yard setback of 24.8 feet versus
the minimum 30 feet spelled out in
municipal regulations. Mr. Farde said
he was also requesting two additional
variances — a front-yard setback vari-
ance due to a new front porch he
proposes to build and a lot-coverage
variance.

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
said the application would need to be
revised to include all three variance
requests, and that Mr. Farde’s neigh-
bors would then have to be formally re-
notified of his plans, before the zoning
board could give fresh consideration to
the application.

The board also put off until its next
meeting on Thursday, September 4, a
hearing on an application by Par Fuel
LLC, which operates the Exxon gas
station on Route 22, East, to put up a
new digital LED price sign.
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Freeholders to Put EMS
Ambulance in Plainfield

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are set to approve two
agreements tonight with the City of
Plainfield as well as the Plainfield
Rescue Squad to place an ambulance
at the rescue squad and to provide
emergency medical services for the
city. Both agreements are for five
years.

Andrew Moran, director of public
safety for the county, told the free-
holders that the county will help fill
any voids in services due to a lack of
volunteers at the Plainfield Rescue
Squad. The squad currently averages
400 calls per month. He said the
agreement with Plainfield will be the
first the county has had with a mu-
nicipality for EMS services, noting
that EMS had previously been a mu-
tual aid service, responding when
local rescue squads were not avail-
able.

He said EMS calls will now be
handled as a “collaborative effort”
between the rescue squad, JFK Medi-
cal Center in Edison, which has an
ambulance at the former Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center, and county
EMS. JFK Health System, formerly
Solaris Health System, owns
Muhlenberg, which now operates as
a satellite facility including an emer-
gency room for non-life-threatening
emergencies.

Mr. Moran said the county will bill
patients’ private insurance, Medicare
and Medicaid for EMS services
which, he said, will fund the pro-
gram; Plainfield will not pay for the
service. The county and the rescue
squad will have opt-out clauses to
terminate the agreement by provid-
ing 30 and 60 days notice, respec-

tively.
He told The Scotch Plains-Fan-

wood Times that the county’s EMS
service, which is headquartered on
North Avenue in Westfield and has an
ambulance in Linden, extended its
hours this year after the freeholders
approved the hiring of three addi-
tional part-time emergency medical
technicians. The county’s EMS ser-
vice now operates Monday through
Friday between 6:30 a.m. and mid-
night, and on Saturdays and Sundays
between 6:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. He
said the service responded to 1,900
calls in 2013 and through the first six
months of 2014 has responded to
1,384 calls.

“We have been to every municipal-
ity in Union County. There is defi-
nitely a need for this service,” Mr.
Moran said.

The freeholders last Thursday also
considered a resolution to once again
lease a chiller system for the
Warinanco Ice Skating Center. Ron
Zuber, director of parks and recre-
ation, said the $94,600 cost repre-
sents a $24,000 or 35 percent in-
crease over last year. The rental of the
chiller is for the period September 1
of this year through March 31, 2015.

Mr. Zuber said this would be the
last year the county would need to
rent a chiller as the rehabilitation
plan for the skating center includes a
chiller system. He said the county
would soon be going out for requests
for proposals for the Warinanco reha-
bilitation project.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the board is looking forward to
hearing about the final plans for
Warinanco.

Other resolutions to be on tonight’s

SP Rec Expresses Frustration at
Bond Funds and Brookside Pavilion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recreation
Director Ray Poerio pronounced him-
self “extremely frustrated” by the town-
ship council’s failure to pass a capital
bond ordinance that contains funding
for a variety of parks and recreation
projects.

At the recreation commission’s meet-
ing on Monday, Mr. Poerio urged com-
mission members to attend the council’s
meeting next Tuesday when the gov-
erning body is scheduled to consider
the $1.525 million bond ordinance.
After its failure to gain enough affirma-
tive votes in May, the ordinance was re-
introduced in early June. During a pub-
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lic hearing on June 17, the council—
seeing a similar vote in prospect—
decided to put off consideration of the
ordinance until its July 22 meeting.

Among the items in the bond ordi-
nance are funds for environmental stud-
ies and initial remediation at the former
Terry-Lou Zoo property and initial
cleanup of the pond at Brookside Park.
“We were geared up” to start work on
the two projects, Mr. Poerio told the
commission. “But they’re not happen-
ing as of now.” He said that even if the
bond ordinance is passed this month,
“we may be looking at later next year”
to complete the pond clean-up at
Brookside Park, due to the lengthy
process that involves permit applica-
tions and interactions with state envi-
ronmental officials. He also said that
several other projects, including new
basketball courts at Farley Park and an
audit to ensure facilities’ compliance
with the federal disabilities act, are
“now in limbo” due to the failure to
enact the bond ordinance.

Mr. Poerio and commission mem-
bers also expressed frustration that the
installation of the new pavilion at
Brookside Park has stalled after town-
ship officials issued a stop-work order.
The pavilion was purchased in the
spring and was expected to be installed
in time for the start of the summer camp
program on June 30. But on June 27,
township zoning officer Robert LaCosta
issued the stop-work order, saying that

the recreation commission should have
first secured approval for the pavilion
from the township planning board.

Mr. LaCosta’s reasoning was that
the board should have a voice in any
significant projects that impact the qual-
ity of life for residents. That was the
case, Mr. Poerio recalled, with the de-
velopment of Memorial Field and the
soccer field at the southside fire house
as well as the new lights at Kramer
Manor Park. But he said he could not
recall an instance where the planning
board needed to sign off on a new
pavilion.

When the capital bond ordinance
containing the funds for the pavilion
was enacted last year, Mr. Poerio re-
called, Mr. LaCosta was serving as
acting township manager and should
have alerted the planning board about
the project at that time.

Mr. Poerio said that he is discussing
the matter with planning board chair-
woman Paulette Coronato, township
manager Jerry Giaimis and township
attorney Jeffrey Lehrer in an effort to
resolve the situation. Commission chair-
man Robert Giordanella called the situ-
ation “selective enforcement” by zon-
ing officials. Mr. Poerio added that
there was a “level of inconsistency,”
with Mr. Giordanella completing the
thought by adding, “by the person who
knew it [the pavilion] was going up.”

Union County officials are looking
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Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
WELCOME ABOARD…New Fanwood Police Officer Daniel Kranz is sworn in
by Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr as his mother, Marianne, holds the Bible
during ceremonies at Tuesday’s Fanwood Council meeting. His dad, Fanwood
Councilman Tom Kranz, looks on. Officer Kranz comes to the Fanwood depart-
ment after serving with the U.S. Capitol Police Department in Washington, D.C.

FW Council Discusses Pipeline
Project; Hears Road Projects Update

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — During Tuesday’s
regular meeting of the borough coun-
cil, Mayor Colleen Mahr described
her meeting that day with a Pilgrim
Pipeline Holdings land surveyor to
discuss the company’s plans to con-
struct a controversial pipeline, which
would pass through the borough on
its way to a refinery in Linden.

In the course of the conversation,
Mayor Mahr said she expressed her
concerns, as well as those of the
borough’s residents. “What he is shar-
ing with me is that this will probably
be at least three years out from this
discussion that they’re having right

now, and that they’re going to be
using the public service right-of-ways
from Linden going up basically
through Albany, and they’ll probably
go through six different counties in
New Jersey,” Mayor Mahr said, re-
ferring to the project and route of the
pipeline.

Pilgrim is coordinating its land
survey work with the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP), Mayor Mahr said.
The NJDEP is requiring the com-
pany to “almost draw a 200-foot circle
in the right-of-way” to help identify
any issues, including any wetlands or
endangered species, along the pro-
posed route. When the survey pro-

cess begins, Pilgrim will contact resi-
dents whose back yards abut the right-
of-ways in order to obtain permis-
sion to access their properties, Mayor
Mahr said. A Pilgrim representative
will also be invited to a future council
meeting to provide more informa-
tion, she added.

As reported in the July 10 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Pilgrim pro-
poses to build an estimated 180-mile,
bi-directional pipeline, adhering to
existing transportation and utility
corridors, stretching from Albany,
N.Y. to the Phillips 66 Bayway refin-
ery in Linden. The Bakken oil cur-
rently is transported by rail from North
Dakota to Albany, offloaded to barges
and shipped down the Hudson River
to Linden. A second parallel pipeline
would carry refined petroleum prod-
ucts such as gasoline, diesel, heating
oil, kerosene and aviation fuel north-
bound to Albany.

A rendering from Pilgrim depicts a
route down the Interstate 87 corridor
from Albany to New Jersey, where it
would follow the Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas (PSE&G) right-of-way
south through up to six counties, in-
cluding Morris, Somerset and Union.
Paul Nathanson, a Pilgrim spokes-
man, has told The Times that permits
will be submitted to the appropriate
state regulatory agencies by the end
of the summer. According to Mr.
Nathanson, the permitting process is
expected to take 18 to 24 months, and
the actual pipeline construction will
take one to two years.

Environmental groups have mobi-
lized in opposition to the pipeline,
particularly to the transport of Bakken
crude, which is extracted by hydrau-
lic fracturing – a process called
fracking. Fracking involves blasting
water, sand and chemicals into the
rock bed, causing tiny fissures, al-
lowing oil and gas to seep through.
Some experts consider fracked oil to
be more volatile and potentially more
explosive than other crude oils.


