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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIDEWALK SALES...Shoppers enjoy the beautiful weather and the sales during the annual Sidewalk Sales in downtown
Westfield last week.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
POP-UP STORE...NJ350, a pop-up store located on the corner of Central and
North Avenue in Westfield, offers memorabilia conglomerating New Jersey’s
350th anniversary. The was located in town from July 8 to 12.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FLEETWOOD MAC TRIBUTE...TUSK, a Fleetwood Mac tribute band, per-
form in Echo Lake Park in Mountainside on July 9 as part of the Union County
concert  series.
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Freeholders to Put EMS
Ambulance in Plainfield

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are set to approve two
agreements tonight with the City of
Plainfield as well as the Plainfield
Rescue Squad to place an ambulance
at the rescue squad and to provide
emergency medical services for the
city. Both agreements are for five
years.

Andrew Moran, director of public
safety for the county, told the free-
holders that the county will help fill
any voids in services due to a lack of
volunteers at the Plainfield Rescue
Squad. The squad currently averages
400 calls per month. He said the
agreement with Plainfield will be the
first the county has had with a mu-
nicipality for EMS services, noting
that EMS had previously been a mu-
tual aid service, responding when
local rescue squads were not avail-
able.

He said EMS calls will now be
handled as a “collaborative effort”
between the rescue squad, JFK Medi-
cal Center in Edison, which has an
ambulance at the former Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center, and county
EMS. JFK Health System, formerly
Solaris Health System, owns
Muhlenberg, which now operates as
a satellite facility including an emer-
gency room for non-life-threatening
emergencies.

Mr. Moran said the county will bill
patients’ private insurance, Medicare
and Medicaid for EMS services
which, he said, will fund the pro-
gram; Plainfield will not pay for the
service. The county and the rescue
squad will have opt-out clauses to
terminate the agreement by provid-
ing 30 and 60 days notice, respec-

tively.
He told The Westfield Leader that

the county’s EMS service, which is
headquartered on North Avenue in
Westfield and has an ambulance in
Linden, extended its hours this year
after the freeholders approved the
hiring of three additional part-time
emergency medical technicians. The
county’s EMS service now operates
Monday through Friday between 6:30
a.m. and midnight, and on Saturdays
and Sundays between 6:30 a.m. and
6:30 p.m. He said the service re-
sponded to 1,900 calls in 2013 and
through the first six months of 2014
has responded to 1,384 calls.

“We have been to every municipal-
ity in Union County. There is defi-
nitely a need for this service,” Mr.
Moran said.

The freeholders last Thursday also
considered a resolution to once again
lease a chiller system for the
Warinanco Ice Skating Center. Ron
Zuber, director of parks and recre-
ation, said the $94,600 cost repre-
sents a $24,000 or 35 percent in-
crease over last year. The rental of the
chiller is for the period September 1
of this year through March 31, 2015.

Mr. Zuber said this would be the
last year the county would need to
rent a chiller as the rehabilitation
plan for the skating center includes a
chiller system. He said the county
would soon be going out for requests
for proposals for the Warinanco reha-
bilitation project.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the board is looking forward to
hearing about the final plans for
Warinanco.

Other resolutions to be on tonight’s
regular meeting agenda include one

CF Discusses Speeding Up
Army Corps Funding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Representatives
from Winning Strategies, a public
relations firm, gave a presentation
Monday night at the Township
Committee’s workshop meeting on
its efforts to expedite the process of
applying for funding for the United
States Army Corps of Engineers’ ten-
tatively selected alternatives for the
flooding reduction efforts along the
Rahway River. A total of $1.2 million
is needed to finish the study, Mike
Merola said.

“The corps has laid out three to five
years — our goal is to make it no
longer than three (years),” Mr. Merola
said.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said the 2014 paving project and par-
tial paving of Lincoln Avenue and
South Avenue will go out to bid this
week.

“Once the paving projects are un-
derway I want to look at the

stormwater management projects,”
Mr. O’Brien said. He said he wants to
prioritize areas where recent storms
have hit the hardest.

Ed Davenport of local TV 35 said
the station is coming to the end of its
free period with pegcentral.com, an
Internet site that makes available to
the public televised videos of town-
ship meetings. To continue with the
service it would cost $235 per month,
he said, which is available in the
studio’s budget.

Resident Derek Brooks of
Buchanan Street asked the township
committee to consider changing the
two-hour parking limit on Buchanan
Street to residential parking only. He
had started a petition, with 21 names
of area residents, supporting his pro-
posal.

“I am asking for this ordinance
amendment because of the fact there
is consistent business that impedes
the opportunity for residents to feel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PERFORMANCE AWARDS…Chief Leonard Dolan of the Cranford Fire De-
partment presents EMS performance awards Tuesday night at the Cranford
Township Committee meeting. Firefighters/EMT Wes Ditzel, 3rd, Matt Steitz,
Arthur Anderson, Matt Lubin, Scott Miller, Brian Ingraham, John Dillon, Call
Fire Fighter and EMT Joseph Kopf, and Lt./EMT Jon Wojcik were presented with
the award.
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WF Board OKs Continued Use Of
Clothing Bins Behind Red Cross

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of ad-
justment, on Monday evening, af-
ter a two-hour presentation, ap-
proved an application by the Jon
Alex Corp. to continue to maintain
two used clothing bins on the back
property of the Red Cross Build-
ing, 321 Elm Street, in spite of
strong opposition by neighbors. The
meeting lasted until after 11 p.m.
Many other applicants had to be
rescheduled to the September meet-
ing.

The neighbors, Debbie Burslem
of Kimball Avenue and Julie Diddell
of Elm Street, objected to the traf-
fic, weekend pickups and other
safety concerns. Mrs. Diddell called

the operation a nuisance, and ob-
jected to the fact that a profit-mak-
ing company (the Jon Alex Corp.)
was allowed to disturb the neigh-
borhood.

Attorney John Sullivan of Red
Bank represented We Collect
Clothes for a Cause (the Jon Alex
Corp.) Cathleen Connant, a Red
Cross representative, testified that
the Red Cross allows clothing bins

at its locations in Summit,
Montclair, Ridgewood and in other
residential areas. Mr. Sullivan said
the neighborhood is in a mixed zone
and only a lot away from the gen-
eral business district. Peter Salm of
the Jon Alex Corp., which he called
a clothing recycler, said the com-
pany raises hundreds of thousands
of dollars each year for charity.

WF Council OKs Police Equipment
Purchases; Hears From New Bus.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting on Tuesday, the Westfield
Town Council passed several resolu-
tions relating to the purchase of equip-
ment and computer software for the
Westfield Police Department.

The first resolution authorized the
purchase of a 2015 Ford Fusion Hybrid
Vehicle to replace an older vehicle from
the parking department. The vehicle
will be used to enforce parking regula-
tions in Westfield.

The council next approved the pur-
chase of new uniforms for the rank and
file of the police department. The pur-
chase is contractually obligated and the
contract was awarded to the Universal
Uniform Sales Company Incorporated,
based out of Newark.

The final resolution approved per-
taining to the police department in-
volved the purchase of a new computer
system designed to streamline investi-
gatory search operations for the depart-
ment. The law enforcement Computer
Aided Dispatch (CAD), in conjunction
with the law enforcement Records Man-
agement System (RMS), will make it
easier for law enforcement officials in
Westfield to retrieve information in
various local, state and federal data-
bases. The CAD/RMS system, created
by LawSoft Incorporated allows offic-
ers with access to the system to view all
law enforcement reports related to an
individual.

According to LawSoft, “These data
mining features will greatly assist in-
vestigations and give a true complex-
ion of a suspect’s background in a

fraction of a second.”
The council next passed resolutions

authorizing payments to the Schifano
Construction Corporation and Z. Broth-
ers Concrete Contractors Incorporated
for various road improvements around
town in the amount of $691,154.

In other news, representatives from
the City Sports Company in Westfield,
located at 151 East Broad Street, deliv-
ered a presentation to the town council
promoting their business.

Local public service organizations
and businesses regularly make presen-
tations to the town council and the
public (on TV 36) in an effort to publi-
cize their establishments and their
events.

Store manager Rob Hagan com-
mented on his impression of Westfield
since opening City Sports. “I get a real
sense of community in the Town of
Westfield. Although it’s a destination
where a lot of people come to shop,
there’s also a strong feeling of commu-
nity. The other proprietors in town have
been extremely helpful in getting us up
and running. You couldn’t have been
more welcoming to us.”

The council additionally approved
the demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 70 Austin Street and 408
Quantuck Lane, and a single-family
dwelling and a shed located at 41
Moss Avenue and at 25 North
Wickom Drive and a detached ga-
rage located at 535 Sherwood Park-
way.

Resident Greg Kasko addressed
the council regarding use of the tax-
payer-funded mobile command cen-
ter at a trade show in Atlantic City by
the manufacturer. Mr. Kasko also
has questioned the propriety in which
the command center was purchased
in regard to bidding laws and the
overall bidding process.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, August 12, at 7 p.m., at the
municipal building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. The council’s regular pub-
lic meeting will follow at 7:45 p.m.

MS OKs Ordinance For
Police Dept. Accreditation

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The bor-
ough council on Tuesday night hon-
ored former Borough Engineer
Michael Disko, Sr., sought certifi-
cation for the police department,
accepted money from the state to
pave Cedar Lane and heard from a
long-time resident concerned with
soil erosion caused by water run-
off.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli presented
a proclamation to Barbara Disko,
wife of the late former borough
engineer and father of the present
engineer, Michael Disko, Jr. Mayor
Mirabelli said Mr. Disko was dedi-
cated to Mountainside and was even
reluctant to submit a bill. “I want to
commend his 19 years of service
here,” the mayor said. Mr. Disko’s

sons, sister and grandchildren were
in attendance.

An ordinance was adopted to meet
certain accreditation for the police
department. It states that the de-
partment should have a police chief
and as many officers as deemed
necessary by the council. The de-
partment currently has 22 officers,
including Chief James Debbie, Jr.,
who is retiring, a captain, a lieuten-
ant, sergeants, corporals and police
officers.

In addition, the department may
employ clerical personnel and other
employees to assist officers in pre-
serving peace and order in the bor-
ough. The ordinance also calls for
three council members to serve on
the council’s police committee.

Under the ordinance, the police
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