
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, July 3, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

dominance, the Cougars came to
bat in the fifth and Wischusen’s

slow grounder baffled the sec-
ond baseman. Wischusen ad-

vanced to second on a wild pitch
and alertly took third on a ground
out. Katz stepped in and chopped
a big-hop RBI single over the
shortstop’s head. Katz then came
all the way around to score on
Murphy’s hit-and-run single to
right.

Trailing 3-2, it was now the
Millers’ turn to get on the heavy
side of the seesaw. Panzer
hobbled a single to right, stole
second and moved to third on a
passed ball. Shane Sullivan
slapped an RBI single, and Molka
reached first on a force-out at
second. Strollo laid down a per-
fect bunt single and Ben Sinins
slipped an RBI single into center.
Ben Chrzanowski walked to load
the basses and Hersh drew an
RBI walk to give the Millers a 5-
3 lead.

The Cougars needed to plate,
at least, two runs in the sixth to
stay alive. Jarosz drilled a steam-

ing chopper to third and beat out
the throw. DiClerico stepped to
the plate and launched his two-
run homer over the left-
centerfield fence to knot the
score.

“That was a great swing. He hit
the ball so hard. I looked over
and saw his dad giving the touch-
down sign. I was so happy for
him. I was so happy for his dad.
I was so happy for the team,”
Coach Wischusen said.

Murphy yielded two singles in
the bottom of the sixth but es-
caped the inning when Black
hauled in a hard shot in center. In
the seventh, Black singled past
third and Katz grounded into a
force play at second. Murphy
sliced a single to right then Katz
sprinted all the way around from
second to score on Ruka’s single

to center.
“Connor Katz got an unbeliev-

able jump off second base when
we sent him, and the umpire said
it was like a perfect slide at home.
Otherwise he would have been
out, because the kid made a
great throw home. Connor is just
so fast and so aggressive and it
made the difference in the game,”
Coach Wischusen said.

The Millers got one last chance
and did manage an infield single
with one man out, but the next
batter grounded out to second
and the final batter popped up to
Murphy on the mound.

“The kids on both teams played
like really high level of baseball.
That game could have easily gone
either way. We were fortunate to
come out on top, because Millburn
is a quality well-coached team,”
Coach Wischusen said.
Cranford 100 022 1 6
Millburn White 020 030 0 5

Cougar 12s Nip Millburn White, 6-5, in 7th for Cal Ripken District 12 Championship
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