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DiCLERICO CLOUTS KEY HOME RUN, RUKA 2 HITS, 2 RBI; MURPHY SLAMS DOOR ON MOUND

Cougars Nip Millers, 6-5, in 7 for Ripken District 12 Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake DiClerico blasted a key
two-run home run when all the
chips were down and Jeremy Ruka
rapped the winning RBI single in
the seventh inning to earn the
Cranford 12s a 6-5 victory over
the Millburn White to claim the
Cal Ripken District 12 Champion-
ship at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on June 26.

The Millburn White, under Head
Coach Kevin Ford, came into the
game with very impressive 10-
plus wins over Warren, Summit,
South Orange/Maplewood and
Mountainside and a 9-1 victory
over Chatham in the semifinals.
The Cougars, who lost to
Westfield and Berkeley Heights,
topped Springfield, Warren and
Millburn Blue before stopping

Westfield in the semis.
The showdown with the Millers

was a seesaw battle that began
in the Cougar’s favor and even-
tually ended in their favor, but
not without several serious mo-
ments. And the pitching on both
sides was intense. Cougar starter
Jack Jarosz pitched four innings,
allowing two runs on three hits,
while walking none and striking
out four. Nick Black tossed the
fifth inning and Mike Murphy
pitched the final two innings,
permitting no runs and three hits.
Miller starter Jake Panzer pitched
until he was relieved with no out
in the second inning. Reliever
Brandon Hersh pitched the re-
maining six innings.

“All the pitchers, it was just a
fun game to watch. I can’t even
recall too many walks. Jack Jarosz
pitched great. Nick Black, the
one walk he had was partly inten-
tional, because that one guy [Ben
Chrzanowski] is such a good hit-
ter, and Mike Murphy came in
and closed the game for us. All
pitchers on both teams did a
great job,” Cougar Head Coach
Rich Wischusen said.

DeClerico finished 2-for-2 with
a walk, and Ruka finished with a
pair of RBI singles. Connor Katz,
who scored what turned out to be
the winning run, also had an RBI
single and scored three times.
Murphy ripped two singles, Max
Wischusen singled and scored
and Pat Walsh singled. Jarosz
scored once.

Millburn’s Hersh whacked a pair

of doubles, scored once and had
an RBI. Panzer singled twice and
scored twice. Jake Strollo singled
twice and scored once. Evan
Molka singled and scored once.

Capitalizing on opportunities
dictated the flow of the game and
both teams got into the act, be-
ginning with the Cougars in the

top of the first. With one out,
Katz was hit-by-a-pitch, stole
second and advanced to third on
a passed ball. Ruka then hopped
an RBI single past third.

The Millers got their first op-
portunities in the second inning
and made good with two runs.
Hersh slashed a double down
the right field line and headed
home on Panzer’s chopper to
right. As the throw headed
home, Panzer scooted to sec-
ond. Panzer later scored on a
pair of passed balls.

“That’s just a sign of good
coaching. When you have a mis-
take against a well-coached
team, they are going to take
advantage. That’s part of base-
ball,” Coach Wischusen said.

After two innings of pitchingProbitas Verus Honos
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