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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three was a charm for the
Cranford Cougar 12s, who had
lost to Westfield twice this sea-
son, but this time everything went
their way offensively and defen-
sively in a 16-5, four-inning tri-
umph in the semifinal round of
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tour-
nament at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on June 24.

The Cougars’ more recent loss
to Westfield was a 5-4 decision
on the same field in the pool play
portion of the tournament on June

18, but this victory advanced
them to the championship game
on June 26 to face Millburn White,
who defeated Chatham, 9-1, in
the other semifinal, and previ-
ously defeated their other four
opponents by 10-run plus mar-
gins.

Westfield appeared out of sync
from the start, but the floodgates
opened widely in the second in-
ning and the Cougars went with
the flow, taking advantage of a
multitude of miscues to go with
seven hits and crafty base run-
ning to score eight runs. But the

momentum continued to be on
their side and five Cougars
crossed the plate in the third
inning and three more in the
fourth.

“Today wasn’t our day. One
inning set us off and it was down-
hill from there. Cranford got the
bat on the ball. They made plays,
and we didn’t do that today, but
our kids showed a lot. They made
it to the semifinals, so hats off to
my kids and Cranford for playing
well,” Westfield Head Coach Jim
McKeon said.

“Westfield already beat us two
times this year. It’s a very well-
coached team, a bunch of good
kids, and we just happened to
come away with the win today,”
Head Coach Rich Wischusen said.

To the superstitious, the Cou-
gars totaled 12 hits, and most of
the bad luck for Westfield came
from the bats of Nick Black, who
bashed a pair of two-run doubles
and scored three times, and
Connor Katz, who crunched a
two-run home run and scored
three runs. Pitcher Mike Murphy
took the law into his own hands
with a two-run single and an RBI
single, while scoring twice. Will
Robinson rapped a pair of RBI
singles and scored once. Evan
Kanterman and Jack Jarosz (RBI)
both singled and scored twice.
Jeremy Ruka drilled an RBI double
and scored once, while Andrew
Toto and Max Wischusen both
singled and scored once.

Westfield’s Tim Alliegro, who
blasted two home runs in the 5-
4 victory over the Cougars, added

a two-run homer, walked and
scored in his two plate appear-
ances. Hank Meiselman singled
twice and had two RBI. Griffin
Rooney singled twice and scored
twice. Danny Kohler went 1-for-
1 and scored once. Brendan Hiltz
had an RBI single.

“Alliegro is an unbelievable
player. Two games with three
home runs! Every time he is up
there, he makes us nervous, and
Connor Katz did a very nice job
for us also. I am proud of both of
them,” Coach Wischusen said.

Murphy pitched all four innings,
yielded seven hits and struck out
four, but allowed only two walks.
Alliegro, Andrew Echausse, Chris-
tian Pancini and Kohler shared
the mound duties for Westfield.

“Murphy kept the ball down in

COUGAR KATZ BLASTS HOME RUN, BLACK RAPS 4 RBI; WF’s ALLIEGRO HAMMERS HOME RUN

Cranford 12s Stun Westfield in Ripken District Semi, 16-5
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