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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Jersey Boys”
Working its Way Back to You

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Point of disclosure: I’m from Jer-
sey. I knew guys of the sort depicted
in Clint Eastwood’s adaptation of the
Broadway hit, “Jersey Boys.” They
were called baddies or greasers, and
generally wore black leather jackets,
high roll collar shirts and shiny pants.
My clique, a subset of the penny
loafer, white jeans and madras shirt
faction, took pride in echoing those
words from the Beach Boys’s “I Get
Around”: “Yeah, the bad guys know
us and they leave us alone.” Well,
they did for the most part.

Thus, this very well written, pro-
duced and directed chunk of musical
sociology is old home week for me…a
walk down memory lane, albeit glo-
rified and sprinkled with stardust.
Even when Frankie Valli (nee
Castelluccio) and some of his pals
who would evolve into The Four Sea-
sons run afoul of the law and do
revolving door stints in prison, it’s
treated humorously. The really heavy
stuff lies ahead.

Mr. Eastwood, aided and abetted
by writers Marshall Brickman and
Rick Elice, who also coauthored the
stage production, manages a fine bal-
ance of elements…keeping it real
and yet for the most part happily
optimistic and jaunty.

 Uh, I see you have your hand up,
the lady in the third row wearing the
Carmen Miranda hat. Yes?

“So, you already wrote three para-
graphs and didn’t say yet…how does
it compare to the Broadway show? I
was supposed to see it when the na-
tional tour came to Pasadena but I
had to have a gallstones procedure,
etc., etc...don’t ask.”

Well, I’m glad you feel better. I was
going to get to that in paragraph 8, but
here goes. While there’s nothing bet-
ter than the live experience, even if
you mortgaged the farm to pay a for-
tune for tickets and an obscene sum to
park your car, this is pretty darn
good…a close second. What’s more,
if you’ve seen the show and figure this
would just be repetitious, know that
Mr. Eastwood, retaining the documen-
tary format, makes sure his art me-
dium of choice does what the show
could not: tell the details.

Whereas the emphasis in the Great
White Way version was, of course,
the music…specifically showcasing
the hits with which Mr. Valli and
company enchanted a
generation…here it plays a strong
yet correlative role. Oh, you’ll hear
all your favorites, all right, but more
often they’ll be attached to an event
in the tale, either happy or sad, that
supposedly inspired them. The
clichéd mainstay, while a tad over-
stated, pleases a romantic sense.

But by the same token, we’re con-
fident Eastwood takes few liberties in
recounting the group’s nascence and
rise to fame. Counseled by Frankie
Valli and Bob Gaudio, who serve as
executive producers, he establishes
an authenticity you can almost touch.
OK, so the outdoor New Jersey scenes
are filmed in Kearny and not Belleville
and Newark. It’s just across the
Passaic River.

More importantly, the filmmaker
nostalgically captures the temper of
the times, evoking the sociocultural
traits of its personalities without op-
portunistically pandering to the popu-
lar stereotypes of the demography
propagated in TV shows. Auto buffs
are sure to kvell from the beauteous
array of cars lining the streets in
1950s and 60’s Belleville, N.J.

But let’s face it. ‘Twas the music
emanating from this burg that brought
attention and focus to it…just as it
did to numerous urban hamlets where
young folks with dreams of stardom
cemented friendships through har-
mony under streetlamps. Even if the
director merely had this foursome
sing the iconic hits, I’d still probably
have to give it a 2 and ½.

Granted, the rise, flourish and fall
of a rock group has practically be-
come a theatrical genre unto itself.
All the same, this version adds poi-
gnant nuance to the confluence of
battling egos, artistic differences, irk-
some idiosyncrasies and the musical
camaraderie that initially formed the
band and then held it together for as
long as it could.

While lead player John Lloyd
Young doesn’t impress on first blush,
he ultimately morphs into Frankie
Valli and wins you over. Likewise,
while none of the four main perform-
ers has one uttering comparisons to
Olivier, Hoffman or Pacino, as an
ensemble they are award-worthy. And
if it weren’t that it just isn’t done
anymore, you’d swear the toe-tap-
ping stream of memorable hits was
dubbed from the originals.

Bottom line, this is more an event
movie than cinema…a celebration of
the American dream. I’ve checked
the movie times in Kearney (Ne-
braska, that is); Mobile, Alabama;
and Anchorage, Alaska. So now, folks
who never got to see the play can
discover what all the shouting is about,
while fans who simply can’t take
their eyes off “Jersey Boys” will be
able to walk like a man, or woman, to
a nearby theatre and again hear
Frankie beseech Sherry to come out
tonight.

…
“Jersey Boys,” rated R, is a Warner

Bros. release directed by Clint
Eastwood and stars John Lloyd
Young, Vincent Piazza and Erich
Bergen. Running time: 134 minutes

TUSK Opens Union County
Summer Concert Series

MOUNTAINSIDE - The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concert
series begins its 54th season of music
on Wednesday, July 9, with a live rock
and blues performance by Tusk. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders invites the public to attend this
free concert that begins at 7:30 p.m. in
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.

Tusk covers all the great hits of
Fleetwood Mac, including chart-top-
ping hits such as “Landslide,”
“Rhiannon,” “Go Your Own Way,”
“Don’t Stop,” “Say You Love Me,” and
many others.

In addition to the great music all
summer long, residents are invited to
come out early and participate in Union
County’s Summer of Fitness, part of
the “Get Fit” initiative. Free commu-
nity yoga classes will be held prior to
the musical entertainment. Classes will
begin at 6:30 p.m.

The Summer Arts Festival contin-
ues throughout July and August on
Wednesday evenings beginning at
7:30 p.m. The concerts in July will be
held at Echo Lake Park. On August 6,
20 and 27 concerts will take place at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark. The Sum-
mer Arts Festival will make one stop
in Plainfield at Cedar Brook Park, on
Wednesday, August 13.

The other free Wednesday night

concerts in the Union County Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include:

July 16 – Ed Palermo Big Band,
performing Zappa tunes and the Chi-
cago Blues; at Echo Lake Park.

July 23 – Jo Bonanno and The
Godsons of Soul, performing the best
of Bruce Springsteen, Bon Jovi and
South Side Johnny’s Asbury Jukes; at
Echo Lake Park.

July 30 – Danny V’s 52nd Street
Bill Joel Tribute Band re-creating the
performances of Billy Joel; at Echo
Lake Park.

August 6 – American Rapture, per-
forming popular music with soul; at
Oak Ridge Park.

August 13 – The Sensational Soul
Cruisers performing timeless soul; at
Cedar Brook Park.

August 20 – Bernard Purdie All-
Stars featuring America’s most re-
corded drummer; at Oak Ridge Park.

August 27 – The Nerds, New
Jersey’s hardest working, hardest rock-
ing party band; at Oak Ridge Park.

For more information, call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation at (908) 527-4900 or visit
the Union County website:
www.ucnj.org/summer. For program
and rain information call (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of the
show.

‘Family Fun and Flix’
In Union County Parks

Union County College
Offers Training in Welding

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Recreation announced the schedule
of “Family Fun and Flix” – the free
summer entertainment and film se-
ries on Tuesday evenings that gives
families a chance to enjoy an outdoor
activity and catch a movie under the
stars in a Union County park. Free
popcorn at all the movies will be
provided by AMC Theatres.

Come to Warinanco Park, on the
border of Elizabeth and Roselle, Tues-
day, July 8, for the showing of “Fro-
zen,” the Walt Disney animated ad-
venture/comedy which tells the story
of Anna, a fearless optimist, who sets
off on an epic journey, teaming up
with rugged mountain man Kristoff
and his loyal reindeer Sven, to find
her sister Elsa, whose icy powers
have trapped the kingdom of
Arendelle in eternal winter.

The other dates and locations for
this summer’s Family Fun and Flix
are: Tuesday, July 15, at Warinanco
Park – “The Nut Job”

Tuesday, July 22, at Warinanco Park
– “The Lego Movie.” This movie is
being sponsored by Bricks for Kidz
and Investors Bank.

Tuesday, July 29, at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth – “Juras-
sic Park.” This event is a drive-in
movie, sponsored by Kemper Sports
and Coca Cola. A golf ‘driving range
clinic’ will be held prior to the movie
at 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, August 5, at Meisel Park,
Springfield – “Despicable Me 2.” This
movie event, sponsored by Investors
Bank, will be part of the National
Night Out celebration.

Tuesday, August 12, at Conant
Park, Hillside – “Cloudy With A
Chance of Meatballs 2”

All movies start at dusk, weather
permitting. For more information, call
the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation at (908) 527-
4900 or visit the Union County
website: www.ucnj.org/summer. For
program and rain information call
(908) 558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the show.

CRANFORD – Thanks to the De-
partment of Labor
Opportunities4Jersey grant, Union
County College (UCC) is now offer-
ing training in Welding. In partnership
with Durex Inc., located in Union, the
UCC will be running its next training
period beginning on Monday, July 7.

To qualify for participation in the
program, one must be at least 18
years of age, have a high school di-
ploma, and be collecting unemploy-
ment. The course is a total of 360
hours and takes 12 weeks to com-
plete. As the course progresses there
is a “Hands on Entry Level Test” that
is completed to help secure the course
completion.

With the completion of this pro-
gram, the certified welder will be able

to work anywhere in the nation.
According to the Economic Model-

ing Specialist International (EMSI),
there were 5,147 job openings state-
wide in 2012. By 2020, an additional
1,991 job openings (284 job openings
per year) will be available to trained
welders. This is an 11 percent in-
crease. Nationally, there will be a 15
percent increase in entry level weld-
ing positions.

For those interested in the program
and who meet the above criteria, visit
your local One Stop and inquire about
Union County College’s Welding Pro-
gram.

For additional information or ques-
tions, call Bruno Iannone at (908) 659-
5119 or (908) 659-5114 or email
cewd-recruiting@ucc.edu.

TEACHERS OF THE YEAR…In June, three Westfield High School (WHS)
teachers were honored by the Westfield Board of Education (BOE) for receiving
Teacher of the Year awards. Bob Brewster, Science teacher, is this year’s
recipient of the Distinguished Teacher of the Year Award. Rose Calimano,
Spanish teacher, received Westfield High School PTSO’s Outstanding Teacher
Award. James Hart, Industrial Arts teacher is the 2014 winner of the Robert and
Linda Foose Memorial Award for Excellence. BOE President Richard Mattessich
presented certificates to the teachers, who were previously honored at Westfield
High School’s Awards Night on May 22. Principal Peter Renwick spoke of the
dedication, commitment, and care that the teachers demonstrate in their profes-
sion. Receiving congratulations from Mr. Renwick, far left, and WHS PTSO Co-
Presidents Marie Sloan and Ruth Maloney are Rose Calimano, James Hart and
Bob Brewster.

PERFECT…Tonna Obaze, a rising senior at Union Catholic High School, earned
a perfect 800 on the SAT Biology Subject Test. She attributes her success to her
teachers at Union Catholic and to her own supplemental studying. She plans to
enter school in a pre-med track and wants to be a surgeon. She also intends to get
involved with global outreach programs such as Doctors Without Borders,
UNICEF, and Habitat for Humanity. In February of this year, Tonna was named
the New Jersey 2013-14 Voice of Democracy State Winner.

Williams College
Announces Grad

WILLIAMSTOWN, Mass. – Adam
C. Reich of Westfield received a B.A.
in economics and mathematics from
Williams College on June 8.

During college, Adam participated
in the following: activities: Men’s
Varsity Tennis, NCAA DIII 2013
National Champions; Honors and
Prizes: Captain of the Varsity Tennis
team and recipient of the Scribner
Memorial Trophy for Sportsmanship
and Character, Class of 1960 Scholar
in Economics, Phi Beta Kappa, Ma-
gna Cum Laude.

He is the son of Sylvia and David
Reich of Westfield.

Plays-in-the-Park Presents
Shrek The Musical

EDISON - Plays-in-the-Park (PIP)
announced it will present the Tony
Award-winning show Shrek The Musi-
cal as the second production of its 2014
Season. Performances will run from
July 9-19, with no show on Sunday,
July 13. All shows begin at 8:30 p.m.
and are staged at the Stephen J. Capestro
Amphitheater at 1 Pine Drive in
Roosevelt Park, Edison.

Based on the animated film of the
same name, Shrek The Musical is the
fractured fable of an ogre who res-
cues a feisty princess. Shrek also
meets a wisecracking donkey and
other misfit fairytale characters,
who must work together to save the
kingdom from evil Lord Farquaad.

Billy Geltzeiler of Westfield will
be featured in the role of Pinocchio
and the Magic Mirror. Also fea-
tured in the production are Michael
McEntee as Shrek, Katherine
LeFevre as Princess Fiona, Dan
Cook as Lord Farquaad, Timothy
Walton as Donkey, and Mimi
Francis as Dragon. The cast, a total
of 32 actors, hails from throughout
New York and New Jersey.

“Each year, Plays-in-the-Park puts
on a great mix of contemporary
shows, classics, and family-friendly
fare,” said Freeholder Director
Ronald G. Rios. “Shrek looks to be
one of their most ambitious efforts,
one that county residents will not
want to miss.”

Tickets for Shrek The Musical can
only be purchased on the night of
the performance. The Box Office is
open from 5:30 to 9 p.m. on the
evenings of all performances. Tick-
ets are $7 for adults; $5 for seniors
(60+), and free for children ages 12

and under.
Patrons must provide their own

seating, and the height of a chair-
back cannot exceed 40 inches. Refer
to the PIP website at
www.playsinthepark.com for more
information about the Box Office
and seating policies.

If a performance is cancelled due
to bad weather, patrons may save
their ticket stub and use it to attend
any future summer performance at
no additional charge. Ticket stubs
are valid for exchange up to one year
after the rained-out performance.

Plays-in-the-Park is dedicated to
providing theater to all peoples. Pa-
trons requiring assistance due to a
disability are encouraged to contact
Recreation Supervisor Jackie Neill
at (732) 745-3936, prior to attend-
ing a performance so that any spe-
cial needs may be met.

PIP will offer an audio descrip-
tion performance  on Friday, July
11, and an open captioned perfor-
mance on Monday, July 14, and also
a performance with a sign language
interpretation on Wednesday, July
16.

Plays-in-the-Park represents a
unique, collaborative partnership be-
tween community theatre and local
government since 1963. PIP is spon-
sored by the Middlesex County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
the Middlesex County Office of
Parks and Recreation. Plays-in-the-
Park is dedicated to producing shows
that re-create or resemble, as closely
as possible, the intent, stature, and
scope of the original Broadway pro-
ductions.

For more information about Plays-
in-the-Park, visit
www.playsinthepark.com.WACC Hosts YEA!

Informational Meeting
AREA - The Greater Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce Young
Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!),
Class of 2014 – 2015, invites stu-
dents in grades 6 – 12 to an infor-
mational meeting at the Mountain-
side Public Library, located at Con-
stitution Plaza, Mountainside on
Monday, July 7, from 7 – 8 p.m. and
on Monday, July 14, from 7 – 8
p.m. at the Clark Public Library,
303 Westfield Avenue in Clark.

Learn how you can become a part
of the entrepreneurial experience
and be given the opportunity to
pitch your ideas to potential inves-
tors for funding to launch your own
company. Prior experience in busi-
ness is not required.

Started at the University of Roch-
ester in 2004, YEA! Now teaches
middle and high school students
entrepreneurial skills at multiple lo-
cations. The Young Entrepreneurs
Academy (YEA!) is an academic
program that educates students in a
course of project-based hands-on
education.

For further information call the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce at (908) 233-3021 or e-mail
yea@westfieldareachamber.com.

College of William &
Mary Announces Grads

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. – The fol-
lowing residents recently graduated
from the College of William &
Mary:

Lynn Marie Bager, from Moun-
tainside with a BA degree; Theresa
Nicole Dugan, from Mountainside
with a BA degree; Lacy Lee
Cummings, from Westfield with a
BA degree; Beth Rachel Budnick,
from Westfield with a JD degree;
Kevin Furlong, from Westfield with
a BS degree.

Marquette University
Announces Grad

MILWAUKEE, Wis. – Connor
Hewett of Westfield graduated from
Marquette University on May 18 with
a Bachelor of Science, Marketing.

Trinity College
Announces Grad

HARTFORD, Conn.– Derek Vic-
tor DeCagna of Cranford graduated
from Trinity College on May 18 with
a B.S. in Physics.

Boston University
Announces Dean’s List

BOSTON, Mass. – Boston Uni-
versity Announced tht the follow-
ing Scotch Plains residences were
named to the Dean’s List for the
Spring semester. Students recog-
nized for this honor include: Sarah
D. Brumfield, Hannah S. Clark,
Robert E. Frazee, Alex J. Ozdamar
and Raushan V. Palejwala. Each
school and college at Boston Uni-
versity has their own criterion for
the Dean’s List, but students gener-
ally must attain a 3.5 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale), or be in the
top 30 percent of their class, as well
as a full course load as a full time
student.

www.goleader.com

William & Mary
Announces Dean’s List

WILLIAMSBURG, Va.– The fol-
lowing residents were recently
named to the Dean’s List at the
College of William & Mary for the
spring 2014 semester:

Amanda Amaral Amezquita from
Mountainside; Lynn Marie Bager
from Mountainside; Lacy Lee
Cummings from Westfield; Isabel
Jane Docampo from Westfield;
Michael Terence Woods from
Westfield.

In order to achieve Dean’s List
status, a full-time degree seeking
undergraduate student must take at
least 12 credit hours and earn a 3.6
Quality Point Average during the
semester.

PERFECT…Six Westfield High School eleventh graders have achieved perfect
scores in March on the SAT and four in May on ACT standardized tests widely
used for college admission criteria. Principal Peter Renwick, far right, congratu-
lates the students, pictured, front row, left to right, Hannah Goldring – SAT
Writing; Frances Ling – SAT Reading and Writing; Jacqueline Napolitano –
ACT English, Mathematics and Reading and Olivia Windorf – SAT Reading.
Pictured, back row, left to right, are: Jack Rose – ACT Mathematics; Andrew
Kuznetsov – SAT Writing; Bryan Chou, ACT Mathematics; Jameson Maher –
ACT English; and Andrew Zale – SAT Reading.

Muhlenberg Announces
Dean’s List

ALLENTOWN, Pa. – Muhlenberg
College has announced its Dean’s
List for the Spring 2014 semester.
Students must earn a minimum of a
3.5 grade point average (4.0-scale) to
attain Dean’s List status.

Haley Needle, a member of the
Class of 2017, is an undeclared major
from Scotch Plains. She is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Steve L. Needle
and a graduate of The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School.

Hamilton College
Announces Dean’s List

CLINTON, N.Y. – The following
local students have been named to
the Dean’s List at Hamilton College
for the 2014 spring semester:

Brian P. Burns, son of Laura and
Jeffrey Burns of Scotch Plains. Brian,
a rising sophomore, is a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School;
Maxwell A. Ingrassia, son of Deborah
and William Ingrassia of Mountain-
side. Maxwell, a rising senior major-
ing in government and Hispanic stud-
ies, is a graduate of The Pingry
School; Isabelle E. Weisman, daugh-
ter of Jody and Andrew Weisman of
Denver, Col. Isabelle is a rising se-
nior majoring in geosciences, is a
graduate of Westfield High School.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a
student must have carried through-
out the semester a course load of four
or more graded credits with an aver-
age of 3.5 or above.


