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DiCLERICO CLOUTS KEY HR, MURPHY SLAMS DOOR

Cougars Nip Millers, 6-5, in 7
For Ripken District 12 Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake DiClerico blasted a key two-
run home run when all the chips were
down and Jeremy Ruka rapped the
winning RBI single in the seventh
inning to earn the Cranford 12s a 6-5
victory over the Millburn White to
claim the Cal Ripken District 12
Championship at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on June 26.

The Millburn White, under Head
Coach Kevin Ford, came into the
game with very impressive 10-plus
wins over Warren, Summit, South
Orange/Maplewood and
Mountainside and a 9-1 victory over
Chatham in the semifinals. The Cou-
gars, who lost to Westfield and Ber-
keley Heights, topped Springfield,
Warren and Millburn Blue before
stopping Westfield in the semis.

The showdown with the Millers
was a seesaw battle that began in the
Cougar’s favor and eventually ended
in their favor, but not without several
serious moments. And the pitching
on both sides was intense. Cougar
starter Jack Jarosz pitched four in-
nings, allowing two runs on three

hits, while walking none and striking
out four. Nick Black tossed the fifth
inning then Mike Murphy pitched the
final two innings, permitting no runs
and three hits. Miller starter Jake
Panzer pitched until he was relieved
with no out in the second inning.
Reliever Brandon Hersh pitched the
remaining six innings.

“All the pitchers, it was just a fun
game to watch. I can’t even recall too
many walks. Jack Jarosz pitched great.
Nick Black, the one walk he had was
partly intentional, because that one
guy [Ben Chrzanowski] is such a
good hitter, and Mike Murphy came
in and closed the game for us. All
pitchers on both teams did a great
job,” Cougar Head Coach Rich
Wischusen said.

DeClerico finished 2-for-2 with a
walk, and Ruka finished with a pair of
RBI singles. Connor Katz, who scored
what turned out to be the winning
run, also had an RBI single and scored
three times. Murphy ripped two
singles, Max Wischusen singled and
scored and Pat Walsh singled. Jarosz
scored once.

Millburn’s Hersh whacked a pair

of doubles, scored once and had an
RBI. Panzer singled twice and scored
twice. Jake Strollo singled twice and
scored once. Evan Molka singled and
scored once.

Capitalizing on opportunities dic-
tated the flow of the game and both
teams got into the act, beginning with
the Cougars in the top of the first.
With one out, Katz was hit-by-a-pitch,
stole second and advanced to third on
a passed ball. Ruka then hopped an
RBI single past third.

The Millers got their first opportu-
nities in the second inning and made
good with two runs. Hersh slashed a
double down the right field line and
headed home on Panzer’s chopper to
right. As the throw headed home,
Panzer scooted to second. Panzer later
scored on a pair of passed balls.

“That’s just a sign of good coach-
ing. When you have a mistake against
a well-coached team, they are going
to take advantage. That’s part of base-
ball,” Coach Wischusen said.

After two innings of pitching domi-
nance, the Cougars came to bat in the
fifth and Wischusen’s slow grounder

WFs MURPHY, DALY 2 HITS; ELIZ. BOLANCO 2 TRIPLES

Elizabeth Elmora 10s Edge
Westfield Baseball Silver, 7-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Never give up attitude and strong
pitching down the line gave the Eliza-
beth Elmora 10s baseball team the
opportunity to pull off a 7-6 come-
from-behind victory over the
Westfield Silver at Gumbert 2 Field
in Westfield on June 29.

“We had a hard roll at Districts this
week. We didn’t do well. We got
down on ourselves, so it’s good to see
these kids come back and play hard,”
Elmora Head Coach William
Calzadilla said.

Pitching on both sides was effec-
tive and neither team yielded many
walks for 10-year-old baseball.

“That’s what makes the game go
much faster. It shows that our pitch-
ers are learning what they have to do.
It’s not how hard you throw, it’s a
matter of whether you get the ball
over the plate. You have seven guys
behind you who will be able to sup-
port you along the way,” Westfield
Silver Head Coach Mike Merritt said.

Gabe Soto, Pablo Bolanco and Ivan
Torres shared the mound duties for
Elmora. Bolanco, who came in relief
for Soto with one out in the second
inning, shut down the Westfield Sil-
ver bats for three innings, recording
four strikeouts, while allowing just
three hits and walking none. Torres
tossed the fifth and sixth innings and
allowed no hits or walks, while strik-
ing out four.

“I wanted to throw them today,
because they haven’t pitched in the
last several days. I wanted to give
them some work. I do have other
pitchers, but I wanted to save them,”
Coach Calzadilla said.

Zach Merritt pitched the first inning
for Westfield Silver and allowed two
runs on two hits and one walk, while
striking out two. Christian Prip tossed
the next two innings, allowing two
runs on three hits and two walks, while
striking out three. James Montes
pitched two innings  and yielded two
runs on five hits, while walking none
and fanning two. Connor Daly pitched

the final inning and allowed one run
on no hits, while walking one and
hitting two batters and fanning one.

Bolanco was the big boomer for
Elmora with a pair of triples and three
RBI. Leadoff batter Mickey Wansaw,
Jr. whacked three hits and scored
three times. Torres thumped an RBI
triple, walked and scored twice. Andy
Zamora doubled, singled, walked and
scored once. Danny Calzadilla and
Elisha Perez (RBI) each tapped a
single. Randy Cardona scored once.

Westfield Silver was swinging the
bat also. Griffin Murphy went 2-for-
2 with two RBI and a run scored.
Daly rapped a pair of singles and
scored once. Aiden Sheppard and
Peter Youssef each cracked an RBI
single and scored. Montes singled
and scored, Jack Taylor tapped an
RBI single and Merritt scored once.
Nick Deis, who did the catching,
walked once. Logan Howland
manned first base, Nate Katz covered
third and Katie Palmer made an out-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUGHT BETWEEN THIRD AND HOME...Christian Prip of the Westfield Silver 10s gets chased by Elizabeth Elmora
catcher Andy Zamora in the second inning at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING SECOND BASE...Millburn’s Jake Panzer steals second base in the fifth inning as the throw gets by Cougar
shortstop Connor Katz in the Cal Ripken District 12 championship game that Cranford won, 6-5, in seven innings.
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Bright and Spacious Living Timeless Elegance Flawlessly Renovated

925 Lawrence Ave, Westfield. Meticulously renovated with superb finishes throughout, this 4 bed, 3.5 bath Custom home,
affords a look of Timeless Elegance with a modern twist! This Lawrence Ave Residence offers multiple living zones seamlessly
laid out to deliver a home filled with sunny spaces and generous rooms, each packed with designer features and loads of
custom built in’s providing a functionality for any lifestyle. From it’s Ground Level Rec Room with extra high ceilings, gas
fireplace and Luxury Powder room to it’s dramatic third Level Suite complete with Full Bath, Sitting Area, and Walk in Closet,
this home is perfectly appointed to suit all your needs! Everything has been well thought out when renovating this beauty!
Handsome archways adorned with elaborate trim, Extensive Raised paneling and Curved walls are just a few examples of
the timeless elegance found here. Not to be outdone, the modern amenities do not disappoint! You’ll be sure to enjoy the
luxuries afforded by a BOSE in-ceiling speaker system, a 48” Thermador 4 burner Double Convection oven, Surround Sound
Speaker System capabilities, Travertine Marble and ceramic floors with radiant heating all showcasing high end upgrades
that surpass any new construction home on the market today! There's no shortage of beautiful spaces ,superb finishes, or
high end amenities throughout this well proportioned home. Perfectly positioned on a sprawling 120x160 picturesque plot,
nestled within an storybook neighborhood, this residence offers unlimited opportunity for expansion. Close to all amenities
and within easy reach of transport, parks and schools, here is your chance to secure your place in one of Westfield ‘s most
prestigious streets! For recorded features and location benefits call 888-279-7893 ext.196.  $1,189,000.

Opening Doors in the Westfield Area


