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Holt: ‘Mass Surveillance Of
 Americans Must End’

BOOKER VISITS VISITS...Union County Freeholders Vernell Wright and
Mohamed Jalloh, second from right, joined U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-N.J.).
second from left; U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) and Assemblyman Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield) talk with jobless residents about the impact of the stalled
federal unemployment insurance extension during a roundtable discussion at the
Union County One Stop Career Center in Plainfield.

WASHIGTON, D.C.– Rep. Rush
Holt (D-12th), the former chairman
of the House Select Intelligence Over-
sight Panel who coauthored legisla-
tion in 2004 and 2007 that estab-
lished the congressionally-chartered
Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight
Board (PCLOB), issued the follow-
ing statement on the release of the
PCLOB report on the National Secu-
rity Agency (NSA)’s domestic sur-
veillance programs:

“Now a congressionally-chartered
panel, a White House panel, and a
federal judge all agree: Mass surveil-
lance of Americans must end,” Mr.
Holt said. “These programs are un-
constitutional and demonstrably in-
effective. We must not live in a soci-
ety in which the government treats
Americans as suspects first and citi-
zens second.”

The new report from the PCLOB
determined, “The Section 215 bulk
telephone records program lacks a
viable legal foundation under Sec-
tion 215, implicates constitutional
concerns under the First and Fourth
Amendments, raises serious threats
to privacy and civil liberties as a
policy matter, and has shown only
limited value. As a result, the board
recommends that the government end
the program.”

In December 2013, the White
House’s Review Group on Intelli-
gence and Communications Tech-
nologies stated in its report that “…as
a general rule and without senior
policy review, the government should
not be permitted to collect and store
mass, undigested, non-public per-
sonal information about U.S. person
for the purpose of enabling future
queries and data-mining for foreign
intelligence purposes.”

Also in December 2013, Judge
Richard J. Leon of Federal District
Court for the District of Columbia,
issued an order finding that the NSA’s
mass surveillance programs are un-
constitutional. “I cannot imagine a
more ‘indiscriminate’ and ‘arbitrary’
invasion than this systematic and
high-tech collection and retention of
personal data on virtually every single
citizen for purposes of querying and
analyzing it without prior judicial
approval,” he wrote. “Surely, such a
program infringes on ‘that degree of
privacy’ that the founders enshrined
in the Fourth Amendment.”

Mr. Holt has introduced the Sur-
veillance State Repeal Act, H.R. 2818,
which would repeal the laws that the
White House has cited as providing
legal authority for the NSA’s mass
domestic surveillance programs.
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RVSA to Pursue Clean
Energy Loans

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners announced at its
January 16 meeting that it is pursuing
state subsidized loans to clean di-
gester gas in order to be able to better
use it and reduce electric costs. Also,
the work on encouraging towns to
reduce stormwater inflows to the sys-
tem is progressing.

According to officials, RVSA is
planning on applying to the state for a
loan in order to improve its cleaning of
digester gas, avoid flaring off the meth-
ane produced and reduce its electric
costs. The authority has run into prob-
lems using digester gas in its dual-fuel
boiler. The digester gas, which is a
byproduct of sewage treatment, con-
tains high levels of siloxanes and hy-
drogen sulfide. The dirty gas has
caused maintenance issues in the dual-
fuel boiler, and this has forced the
authority to burn the digester gas in its
less efficient backup boiler.

Additionally, as has been men-
tioned previously, clean gas is needed
in the co-generation system to avoid
contaminating the catalysts, the in-
dustrial equivalent of a car’s catalytic
converter. If the gas is adequately
cleaned, the digester gas can be
burned in the co-generation system.

Currently, the facility produces
about $400,000 worth of digester gas
annually. Unfortunately, about half
of it must be flared off, the equivalent
of throwing it away, because it can-
not be stored effectively. Most of the
flaring off occurs during summer
months when the authority’s need for
heat is minimal.

The authority believes that once the
additional gas cleaning capacity is in
place and the co-generation plant has
all necessary permits, an additional
$100,000 to $200,000 can be saved
yearly through energy management
strategies called peak shaving and load
curtailment. These would permit
RVSA to keep its electric costs down
by producing its own power when
during summers, when electric rates
are at their highest and power compa-
nies sometimes offer incentives to in-
dustrial users to reduce their demand.

Preliminary estimates put the cost
of the additional gas cleaning capac-
ity in the $1 to $1.5 million range.
The authority anticipates annual costs
of $80,000 and a total savings of

about $300,000 annually. This means
a four- to five-year payoff period.

In other business, the board ap-
proved spending $40,000 to have
CDM Smith, an engineering firm,
prepare specifications and documen-
tation to comply with a Monday,
March 3, 2014 deadline for a New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP)/New Jersey En-
vironmental Infrastructure Trust
(NJEIT) loan and grant program.

In his statement to the board, Den-
nis Estis of Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith
and Davis, the authority’s general
counsel, said that he is preparing a
model ordinance based on Waldwick,
N.J.’s to reduce stormwater inflows
into the sewerage system. RVSA will
encourage member municipalities to
adopt the ordinance. Mr. Estis has
asked the board to consider incen-
tives for the member municipalities
to adopt and act on the ordinance.

The board also made a modifica-
tion to the proposed 2014 budget to
account for greater spending in 2013.
Also, it allocated $95,000 for pay-
ment of the Passaic River (NJDEP
versus Occidental Chemical, et al.)
settlement. Much of this money is
expected to be borne by insurance
companies, but the allocation was
needed to ensure timely payment.
The lawsuit involved contamination
of the Passaic River. According to
media reports, a preliminary settle-
ment with over 250 third-party de-
fendants included more than 70 mu-
nicipalities and public authorities, in-
cluding the RVSA.

Christie Lets Bills Expire
At End of Leg. Session

TRENTON – Governor Chris Christie
last week took no action on the following
bills legislation from the 215th Legisla-
tive Session, thus letting them expire.

 S-64/A-2574 – Establishes measures
to deter steroid use among students.

 S-134/A-2527 - Establishes the Office
of Dropout Prevention and Reengagement
of Out-of-School Youth in DOE, and the
Student Dropout Prevention Task Force.

S-162/ACS for A-1269, 4507 – Pro-
vides loan redemption for certain physi-
cians who work in State four years.

SCS for S-436/A-468  – Expands DNA
database to include samples from disor-
derly persons who are fingerprinted and
permits law enforcement officers to col-
lect certain biological samples.

 S-831/A-2852 – Establishes notifica-
tion, signage, and monitoring requirements
related to combined sewer overflows.

 S-1209/A-3336 – Permits New Jersey
boat manufacturers to qualify for EDA
loans for renewable energy technology,
equipment, or systems

 S-1226/A-1260– Regulates teen nights
by requiring security provided by police
officers, prohibiting persons under age 15
from attending, and disqualifying regis-
tered sex offenders from employment

 S-1598/A-1097 – Permits attending ad-
vanced practice nurse to determine cause of
death and execute death certification of
patient if nurse is patient’s primary caregiver.

S-1682/A-1336 – Permits registered vot-
ers to receive mail-in ballots automatically
for all elections under certain conditions.

 CC SCS for S-2143/ACS – Estab-
lishes State Transportation Infrastructure
Bank and Energy Bank within New Jer-
sey Environmental Infrastructure Trust

 S-2241/A-3409 – Prohibits Medicaid
managed care organizations from reduc-
ing certain provider reimbursement rates
without approval from DHS

 S-2318/A-3390  – Requires newborn
infant screening for tongue tie;  S-2393/A-
3596– Excludes certain conveyances of graves,
crypts and niches from 15 percent fee charged
by cemetery company.

 S-2602/A-3893 – Repeals law provid-
ing CAFRA permit exemption for certain
grading or excavation of dune.

 S-2702/A-4073 – Sets forth certain
standards to be followed by law enforce-
ment agencies and fire departments when
utilizing drones S-2976/A-4394 – Pro-
vides standards for, and requires registra-
tion of, home elevation contractors.

 S-3055/A-4517 – Authorizes AOC to
assess, collect, and pay service charges and
costs of electronic payment of fees and other
obligations owed courts; prohibits defen-
dants from using debit cards for bail and
penalty payments for certain crimes.

 S-3058/A-4494 – Permits real estate
licensees to prepare broker price opinions
and comparative market analyses.

 S-3110/A-2415 – Establishes an in-
dustrial hemp license.

A-329/S-368  – Authorizes prescribed
burning in certain circumstances.

 A-765/S-1220 – Requires registered quali-
fying patient’s authorized use of medical.

 A-1214/S-1623 – Establishes pilot pro-
gram to utilize value-based benefit design
in SHBP to increase health benefits cov-
erage for certain employees concerning
chronic health conditions.

 A-1230/S-521 – Requires printers to
display average cost per 1,000 printed
pages and ink cartridges to display yield.

 A-1389/S-532  – Provides for uniform
basic structure of taxicab fares in certain
municipalities.

 A-1516/S-1945 – Regulates mailed
manufacturer’s rebates

 A-1570/S-2273 – Requires fire sup-
pression systems in new single and two
family homes

 A-1588/S-2081 – Requires DCA to
establish procedures for inspection and
abatement of mold hazards in residential
buildings and school facilities, certifica-
tion programs for mold inspectors and
mold hazard abatement workers.

 A-2172/S-1464 – Requires certain health
care facilities to offer, and health care work-
ers to receive, annual influenza vaccination.

 A-2658/S-2578 – “Common Interest
Community Manager Licensing Act.”

 A-2888/SCS for S-2733 – Creates
Office of Clean Energy in BPU; A-3061/
S-2576 – Exempts certain persons from
HVACR licensing requirement; clarifies
definition of heating, ventilating, air con-
ditioning, and refrigeration.

 A-3103/SCS for S-2732  – Provides
for priority consideration, by DCA, DEP,
DOT, and municipalities, of permit ap-
plications for green building projects.

 ACS for A-3289/S-2710  – “The New
Jersey Social Innovation Act”; estab-
lishes social innovation loan pilot pro-
gram and study commission within EDA;
A-3303/SCS for S-2220 – Prohibits ani-
mal cruelty violators from owning do-
mestic companion animals and from
working at animal-related enterprise;
designated as “Moose’s Law;” A-3323,
3324/S-2499 – Requires each State
agency to review permits issued by the
agency and make necessary changes to
expedite and facilitate permitting.

 A-3359/SCS for S-2604, 3009 – Con-
cerns registration of contractors and sets
criteria for responsible bidders in public work.

 A-3559/S-2418 – Requires training pro-
gram for school bus drivers and aides on
interacting with students with special needs.

 A-3686/S-2527 – Permits two or more
candidates for school board member to
circulate petitions jointly and be brack-
eted together on ballot for same term.

 A-3691/S-3098 – Requires school
buildings to be equipped with emergency
light and panic alarm linked to local law
enforcement A-3694/S-3131 – Grants
immunity from liability for certain pro-
fessional services rendered during emer-
gencies under certain circumstances.

 A-3783/S-3086 – Concerns disclo-
sure and reimbursement procedures of
board of education and municipal em-
ployee health care benefit contract.

 A-3898/S-2632 – Authorizes municipali-
ties to finance water conservation, storm
shelter construction, and flood and hurricane
resistance projects; A-4193/S-2860 – Re-
quires certain police vehicles to be equipped
with cameras;  A-4508/S-3083 – Modifies
certain fees charged by, and requirements
imposed on, check casher licensees.Sweeney Comments on Governor’s Vetoes

TRENTON – Senator Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) issued
the following statement regarding
Governor Chris Christie’s veto of
dozens of bills passed during the pre-
vious legislative session::

“I was surprised and somewhat
shocked that the Governor vetoed so
many bills. Many of them were
simple, common-sense pieces of leg-
islation that passed with bipartisan
support. For example, even though
our economy is lagging and people
have given up looking for work, he
vetoed a bill creating the Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Bank.There were
bills that came directly out of our
Sandy hearings that would call for

inspection and abatement of mold
hazards in homes and schools, and
provide good Samaritans with liabil-
ity protection under certain circum-
stances. The fact that these bills fell by
the wayside only lends credence to the
idea that the administration has not
been fast enough to act on the con-
cerns of Sandy victims.

“There were bills that provided
basic consumer protections, encour-
aged voting, and tried to deter steroid
use among young people. The Gov-
ernor needs to explain why these bills
were not signed into law, despite wide-
spread support and general consen-
sus that they were in the best interests
of New Jersey residents.”

N.J. to Study Monitors
In Dom. Violence Cases

TRENTON – Legislation that calls
for the state Attorney General to con-
duct an evaluation of the availability of
technology needed to create and imple-
ment a system to electronically monitor
defendants charged with or convicted of
domestic violence has been signed by
Governor Chris Christie.The bill, A-
321/S-2910 was inspired by the tragic
death of Letizia “Lisa” Zindell, 30, of
Toms River, who was killed in 2009
by her ex-fiancé who had been re-
leased from jail the day before despite
violating a restraining order several
times.

The measure gives the attorney
general 120 days to conduct the fea-
sibility study and issue a report.

New Law to Establish
Inclusive Trauma System

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by AssemblymanJoseph Cryan (D-20th)
to establish a more inclusive system for
trauma care in the state has been signed
into law. New Jersey has had “exclu-
sive” trauma system, with trauma pa-
tients going to designated trauma cen-
ters, even though that may not be opti-
mal for some patients.

“This is about making sure trauma
patients are receiving the best care in the
most appropriate setting that suits their
needs. By bringing all trauma units un-
der one direction, we enable medical
providers to help their patients choose
the best center for their situation,”  Asm.
Cryan said.


