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a 5-0 decision over Blue Devil
John Fuller in the semis. In his
title bout against Phil Angelo (S),
DiGiovanni won, 2-0, with a sec-
ond-period reversal. Fuller went
on to pin Chris Sergio (GL) in
5:50 then placed third with a 3-
1 decision over Dom Robinson
(L).

“I have been working very hard
at this. The whole team has. As a
whole, we have been wrestling
really well. I got out on the mat,
and the conditioning from being
in the [wrestling] room put me in
position to win this match. I was
trying to break his grip. While he
was driving me out, I cut towards
him a little too soon, ended up in
on the leg and took him towards
the mat,” DiGiovanni said.

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock,
seeded fourth at 220-lbs, pinned
Chris McMahon (SP) in 54 sec-
onds, pinned Marc Signorello (RP)
in 1:25 then recorded an escape
and a takedown in the third pe-

riod to knock off top-seeded
Saverio Salfcas (B), 3-1, to ad-
vance to the finals to face Tobe
(E).

“Feels great! I knew I had to
get a takedown to win. He was a
tough wrestler, but it all comes
down to who wants it more,”
Spurlock said.

Looking ahead to his title bout
with Tobe, Spurlock said, “I am
going to wrestle my match. I
can’t stop now.”

Tobe claimed the title with a 5-
2 decision.

Ridge advanced to the 182-lb
finals with a 1:16 pin over Will
Ferdinando (RP) and a 2:15 pin
of Khalil Burns (L).

“He was tougher than I thought
he would be on his feet. First
period, I shot a double and shot
him right to his butt. That basi-
cally got me going,” Ridge said.

Looking ahead to his bout with
Balboni, a takedown artist ranked
second in the state, Ridge said,

“I will give it my all. Obviously, I
want to go out there an win. It’s
pretty tough though, but any-
body can get caught.”
Balboni did put on his takedown
clinic and recorded a fall in 1:14.

Raider VanBrunt eked out a
pair of one-point decisions to
reach the 195-lb finals where he
dropped an 11-2, majority deci-
sion to Velez (B). Cougar An-
thony Capece recorded a pair of
majority decisions to reach the
106-lb finals where he dropped a
3-0 decision Wetzel (B). At 126-
lbs, Cougar Dave Busch recorded
a 7-2 decision, knocked off top-
seeded Devin Jefferson (R), 5-4,
then edged Tim Murphy (B), 6-5,
to reach the finals where he
dropped a 1-0 decision to
Gazaway (NP). Raider JT Beirne
placed third with a 5:50 pin of
Murphy.

Cougar Niko Cappello recorded
a 14-2 majority decision and a 5-
0 decision to reach the 160-lb

title bout where he dropped a 7-
3 decision to Matthews (RP). Blue
Devil Jarek Gozdieski placed third
with a 6-4 decision over Tanner
Thomas (S). Cougar heavyweight
Jon ElKhoury placed third win-
ning by injury default over Max
Burgos (L). Cougar Brian
McGovern placed third at 132-
lbs when he pinned Willy Silva
(E) in 4:57.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
145: — Barber (W) d Lapham (SP), 5-2
152: — Velez (W) d Hilburn (RP), 8-2
160: — Matthews (RP) d Cappello (C),
7-3
170: — Loevsky (RP) d Derrick Wash-
ington (P), 5-4 TB
182: — Balboni (B) p Ridge (SP), 1:14
195: — Velez (B) md VanBrunt (SP),
11-2
220: — Tobe (E) d Spurlock (W), 5-2
Hwt: — Davis (R) d Jackson (E), 3-2
106: — Wetzel (B) d Capece (C), 3-0
113: — DiGiovanni (C) d Angelo (S), 2-1
120: — DeMarco (B) d Joe Colder (GL),
2-0
126: — Gazaway (NP) d Busch (C), 1-0

132: — Figuerdo (RP) d Nick Testa (S),
14-10
138: — Murray (C) md Hoy (GL), 13-3

THIRD PLACE:
145: — John Coler (J) p Vail (RP), 3:54
152: — Kourakos (NP) d Dom Natale
(SP), 5-1
160: — Gozdieski (W) d Thomas (S), 6-4
170: — Lester Dwah (L) d Marques (E),
9-4
182: — Ferdinando (RP) md Burns (L),
10-1
195: — Nunez (RP) d McCallum (R), 5-3
220: — Salfcas (B) d Signorello (RP),
3-1 OT
Hwt: — ElKhoury (C) won injury de-
fault
106: — Chris Gural (RP) p Wesley Ortiz
(E), :44
113: — Fuller (W) d Robinson (L), 3-1
120: — Carmine Boccellari (NP) d Andy
Santamaria (RP), 7-0
126: — Beirne (SP) p Murphy (B), 5:50
132: — McGovern (C) p Silva (E), 4:57
138: — DiFilippo (W) md Winter (R),
11-2

Panthers Capture 1st, Cougars 2nd; Blue Devils, Bears 3rd at UCT Mat Tournament

More photos next page

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devil Vin DiFilippo

Rahway’s Dave Winter (138) Cougar Anthony Capece

Blue Devil Chris Hoerle (106)


