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Panthers Capture UCT Mat Championship; Cougars Place Second; Blue Devils, Bears Tie for Third
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David Realty Group prides themselves on offering the highest level of professional real estate 
services along with the latest technology at the most competitive marketing packages.

Find out why we can list your home for a 4 ½% total 
commission with no compromises.*  Contact us today!

David Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

Lorena Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

(908)264-8843 or info@DavidRealtyGroup.com
*In New Jersey commission rates are negotiable. If your property is now listed for sale or lease this mailer is not intended for solicitation of that listing. REALTOR® is a federally 
registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS and subscribes to its strict 
Code of Ethics. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, a disability or family status.

www.DavidRealtyGroup.com

“My husband and I had never sold a house. David Realty 
Group helped us through the process with sound and ethical 
business advice, patience and kindness. They were always 
available to answer questions and we were very impressed 
with their professionalism in dealing with us and other 
agents. We definitely made the right choice in realtors.”

Bob & Kathryn  

Our customers say it best
 when it comes to our level of service!

“In a challenging, competitive market this year, our 
househunt in Westfield was made easier, smoother and even 
fun with your guidance and professional assistance. Your 
expertise in navigating the search, negotiation, inspections 
and other issues involved with buying a house was 
invaluable. Thank you for helping us to get it done!”

Anne & Carlos  

I could not have asked for better service and professionalism 
from David Realty Group. My home was not one that had 
many comparables so our realtors spent lots of time trying to 
make my husband and I comfortable with pricing. They had 
our home sold in 4 days, 14K over ask and we had a choice 
of 3 contracts! I always had a question answered immediately 
because if I couldn't get David on the phone, I'd get Lorena or 
vice versa. I can't imagine ever selling a house again without 
them! Thank you both!

 Rosalie & Ralph

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

David Realty Group 
is the answer!

Q:

A:

What if you could list your 
home for less comission 
and still get all the great 
services you’ve come to 
expect from a Premier 
Real Estate Firm?

Make the Smart Move

 Dr. Huang and Dr. Patel have joined the elite staff of    
 The Rubino OB/GYN Group in Clark. 
 
 Dr. Huang joins the group from a private practice    
 at Beth Israel Medical Center as Chief Resident.  
 She a�ended SUNY-Buffalo School of Medicine &   
 Biomedical Education, completed research at  
 Columbia University and has published multiple   
 abstracts. Dr. Huang specializes in minimally       
 invasive laparoscopic procedures and speaks  
 English and Mandarin Chinese. 
 
 Dr. Patel joins the group from a private practice in   
 Philadelphia. She a�ended Stony Brook University   
 and trained at the prestigious Hospital of the  
 University of Pennsylvania. She received her Master   
 of Public Health at Columbia University, continued   
 her training in Pennsylvania as a fellow in minimally   
 invasive gynecological procedures and published 
multiple research articles. Dr. Patel specializes in 
minimally invasive alternatives to surgery and 
speaks Gujarati and medical/conversational Spanish.  

 

 
The Rubino OB/GYN Group offers the most advanced,  
minimally invasive solutions to women’s health issues. 

Start The New Year With  
A “Top Doctor” Practice 

Diana Huang, M.D., FACOG 

Priya R. Patel, M.D., MPH 

Office location: 1119 Raritan Road, Clark, NJ 07066 
 Additional offices in West Orange, Summit and Bayonne, NJ. 

Call: 973-821-3146 / www.RubinoOBGYN.com 

“It was a rematch of last year’s
final, We were the last match. I was a
little more nervous, but this year I
worked so hard in the off-season.
Coach pushed me past the limit. I was
a whole new wrestler out there com-
pared to last year. We knew he had a
good Peterson (roll). He caught me in
that last year, so the goal was take him
down and annihilate him on his feet.
I worked real hard for it all year. I was
getting ready for this match. I had a
good game plan and stuck to it,”
Murray said.

Blue Devil Barber, after receiving
a bye, pinned Nick Zuena (U) in 5:02
then, in the semifinals, he faced Bob
Vail (RP), whom he had defeated
twice earlier in the season by close
margins. This time Barber opened
up, recorded four takedowns and an
escape to claim a 9-3 victory.

“The first match, coach told me to
just go out and act like it’s a warm-up.
I opened. I was teching him then I got
my turn. This match, I did the same
warm-up and got my offense again. I
got the takedowns that I wanted. I
know our team works so much harder
than them. It helped me in the second
and the third periods when the others
start gassing,” Barber said.

In the title bout against Lapham,

Barber recorded an escape in the sec-
ond period and added a pair of
takedowns (one with a few seconds
remaining) in the third period to earn
a 5-2 decision. Earlier, Lapham de-
feated Andrew Tompkins (C), 4-1,
then John Coler (J), 6-2, in the semis.

“He has good technique. He does a
lot of stuff with good coaches at his
club, but I know I work harder than
he, and working hard beats talent
when talent doesn’t work hard. I kept
on trying to attack in the finals. Some-
thing finally opened up and I took
advantage of it,” Barber said.

As the top seed, Velez received a
bye then advanced to the 152-lb semis
with a 12-1 majority decision over
Yadley Marcelus (U). In the semis,
Velez went to town on Dan Korakos
(NP) and returned with a 10-4 deci-
sion.

“I knew I had to score big. In the
first, I got the takedown and rode him
out. He chose neutral, and I saw my
opportunity to score again. He es-
caped and I got another takedown
and did the rest from there,” Velez
said.

Velez did not slow down his engine
either in his title bout with Pete
Hilburn (RP), whom he had also
beaten twice earlier in the season. He

recorded a takedown, followed with a
pair of tilt nearfalls and added an
escape to grab a convincing, 8-2 vic-
tory.

“It was a cross wrist standing tilt. I
did it the first time and it worked. I got
two [points] out of it. He got right
back up. I saw it there and I did it
again. I am working hard in practice
and trying to get better every day,”
Velez said.

Cougar DiGiovanni certainly did
not wrestle like a freshman at 113-lbs
when he pinned Mike Elliott (R) in
5:23 then recorded a 5-0 decision
over Blue Devil John Fuller in the
semis. In his title bout against Phil
Angelo (S), DiGiovanni won, 2-0,
with a second-period reversal. Fuller
went on to pin Chris Sergio (GL) in
5:50 then placed third with a 3-1
decision over Dom Robinson (L).

“I have been working very hard at
this. The whole team has. As a whole,
we have been wrestling really well. I
got out on the mat, and the condition-
ing from being in the [wrestling] room
put me in position to win this match.
I was trying to break his grip. While
he was driving me out, I cut towards
him a little too soon, ended up in on
the leg and took him towards the
mat,” DiGiovanni said.

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock, seeded
fourth at 220-lbs, pinned Chris
McMahon (SP) in 54 seconds, pinned
Marc Signorello (RP) in 1:25 then
recorded an escape and a takedown in
the third period to knock off top-
seeded Saverio Salfcas (B), 3-1, to
advance to the finals to face Tobe (E).

“Feels great! I knew I had to get a
takedown to win. He was a tough
wrestler, but it all comes down to who
wants it more,” Spurlock said.

Looking ahead to his title bout with
Tobe, Spurlock said, “I am going to
wrestle my match. I can’t stop now.”

Tobe claimed the title with a 5-2
decision.

Ridge advanced to the 182-lb fi-
nals with a 1:16 pin over Will
Ferdinando (RP) and a 2:15 pin of
Khalil Burns (L).

“He was tougher than I thought he
would be on his feet. First period, I
shot a double and shot him right to his
butt. That basically got me going,”
Ridge said of Burns.

Looking ahead to his bout with
Balboni, a takedown artist ranked
second in the state, Ridge said, “I will
give it my all. Obviously, I want to go
out there an win. It’s pretty tough
though, but anybody can get caught.”

Balboni did put on his takedown

clinic and recorded a fall in 1:14.
Raider VanBrunt eked out a pair of

one-point decisions to reach the 195-
lb finals where he dropped an 11-2,
majority decision to Velez (B). Cou-
gar Anthony Capece recorded a pair
of majority decisions to reach the
106-lb finals where he dropped a 3-0
decision Wetzel (B). At 126-lbs, Cou-
gar Dave Busch recorded a 7-2 deci-
sion, knocked off top-seeded Devin
Jefferson (R), 5-4, then edged Tim
Murphy (B), 6-5, to reach the finals
where he dropped a 1-0 decision to
Gazaway (NP). Raider JT Beirne
placed third with a 5:50 pin of Murphy.

Cougar Niko Cappello recorded a
14-2 majority decision and a 5-0 de-
cision to reach the 160-lb title bout
where he dropped a 7-3 decision to
Matthews (RP). Blue Devil Jarek
Gozdieski placed third with a 6-4
decision over Tanner Thomas (S).
Cougar heavyweight Jon ElKhoury
placed third winning by injury de-
fault over Max Burgos (L). Cougar
Brian McGovern placed third at 132-
lbs when he pinned Willy Silva (E) in
4:57.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
145: — Barber (W) d Lapham (SP), 5-2
152: — Velez (W) d Hilburn (RP), 8-2
160: — Matthews (RP) d Cappello (C),
7-3

170: — Loevsky (RP) d Derrick Wash-
ington (P), 5-4 TB
182: — Balboni (B) p Ridge (SP), 1:14
195: — Velez (B) md VanBrunt (SP),
11-2
220: — Tobe (E) d Spurlock (W), 5-2
Hwt: — Davis (R) d Jackson (E), 3-2
106: — Wetzel (B) d Capece (C), 3-0
113: — DiGiovanni (C) d Angelo (S), 2-
1
120: — DeMarco (B) d Joe Colder (GL),
2-0
126: — Gazaway (NP) d Busch (C), 1-0
132: — Figuerdo (RP) d Nick Testa (S),
14-10
138: — Murray (C) md Hoy (GL), 13-3

THIRD PLACE:
145: — John Coler (J) p Vail (RP), 3:54
152: — Kourakos (NP) d Dom Natale
(SP), 5-1
160: — Gozdieski (W) d Thomas (S), 6-
4
170: — Lester Dwah (L) d Marques (E),
9-4
182: — Ferdinando (RP) md Burns (L),
10-1
195: — Nunez (RP) d McCallum (R), 5-
3
220: — Salfcas (B) d Signorello (RP), 3-
1 OT
Hwt: — ElKhoury (C) won injury de-
fault
106: — Chris Gural (RP) p Wesley Ortiz
(E), :44
113: — Fuller (W) d Robinson (L), 3-1
120: — Carmine Boccellari (NP) d Andy
Santamaria (RP), 7-0
126: — Beirne (SP) p Murphy (B), 5:50
132: — McGovern (C) p Silva (E), 4:57
138: — DiFilippo (W) md Winter (R),
11-2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAVING THE BEST TO LAST...Cougar Gavin Murray, top, controls Governor Livingston Highlander Ryan Hoy in the
final bout of the evening at 138-lbs. Murray claimed a 13-3 majority decision and was named Outstanding Wrestler.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON HIS WAY TO THE 152-LB TITLE...Blue Devil Nick Velez, top, defeated Yadley Marcelus (Union), 12-2 in the
quarterfinals and later topped Pete Hilburn, 8-2, to claim the 152-lb crown at the Union County Tournament.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports


