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Congratulations to Our 
December

Sales Associates of the Month!
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Courtesy fo Amy DiSalvo
HELPING HANDS...Daisy Girl Scout Troop 40083 poses with Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church after making
snack packs for Home First After School program. Pictured, front row, left to
right, are: Gillian Nord, Emma Doughtery, Emily Laudman, Ava Grace
Bozetarnik, Alyssa Verducci, Grace Burke and Torre Zulllo, and back row, left
to right,: Ava Martini, Olivia DiSalvo, Mayor Glover and Emma Chan.

Paul Lachenauer for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANNUAL MARCH…Marchers make their way down East Broad Stereet in
Westfield to Temple Emanu-El on January 20 to attend the 27th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Commemoration Service.

CELEBRATORY OCCASION...The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad recently held
its annual Installation of Officers Dinner at Snuffy’s Panatagis Renaissance in
Scotch Plains, during which the squad also celebrated 77 years of providing
volunteer emergency medical services to the community. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Scott Grill, Dan Sullivan, captain; Michelle VanNest and Annette
Burton LaBarbera.

Photo courtesy of Gina Heuck
DAY OF SERVICE...State Senator Cory Booker, Asw. Linda Stender (D-22), along with  Union County Freeholders Chris
Hudak and Linda Carter, celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day with children at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

County Freeholders Discuss
Bridge Repairs and Grants
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By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Freeholders discussed last
Thursday at their agenda meeting
items ranging from applications of
much needed bridge repairs in the
county to summer grants for youth
programs.

Deputy County Manager and Di-
rector William Reyes entered for
Agreement with the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation (NJDOT)
for Fiscal Year 2014 Local Bridges,
Future Needs Program.

The grant applications are for the

replacement of the Netherwood Av-
enue Bridge over Green Brook in
Plainfield in the amount of
$1,000,000 and for the Mountain
Avenue Bridge over Stream 10-35 in
Springfield in the amount of
$1,000,000.

“We are applying for the DOT
grant; it’s a formal process. First step
is to apply or enter into agreement,”
Mr. Reyes said.

The deadline for bridge applica-
tion is Tuesday, February 28.

“We found these bridges to be in
need of repair and were classified as

Taste of Area Drinking Water
Temporarily Aff ected

SP Zoning Bd. OKs Fence, Garage
Applications; Retains Team

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week ap-
proved two applications while re-
taining its leadership team for 2014.

Nehal Shah of 1 Cherry Blossom
Lane was given board approval at its
January 16 meeting to build a six-
foot, white vinyl fence around her
yard, in contravention of the maxi-
mum four-foot-high fences set forth
in local ordinances. She said the fence
was necessary for privacy as well as
to protect her young children while
they played outside. Ms. Shah had
first appeared before the board at its
meeting last month but board mem-
bers expressed concerns about sight-

lines for drivers at the corner of Cherry
Blossom Lane and Frank Street and
also inquired about how far from
Frank Street the fence would be
placed.

The property survey provided to
the board by Ms. Shah was vague on
the exact placement of the proposed
fence, so board members — prior to
approving the application and the
height variance — specified that the

portion running along Frank Street
should be situated away from a town-
ship easement running alongside the
street, thus providing enough of a
sight-line for drivers approaching the
Frank Street-Cherry Blossom Lane
corner.

The board also gave approval to an
application by Martin and Joanne
Minnicino of 4 Allenby Lane to con-

Scotch Plains Squad Holds
Officer Installation Dinner

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Due to routine
pipeline maintenance being per-
formed by American Water Com-
pany, Westfield and regional drink-
ing water may start to taste and smell
of chlorine this week. Residents
should not be alarmed, stated Ameri-
can Water Company External Af-
fairs Manager Richard Barnes.
American Water Co. stated that the
drinking water will continue to mea-
sure up to, or even exceed state and
federal standards as it usually does.

Mr. Barnes explained that the situ-
ation was temporary and is caused
by the maintenance, which takes
place every year. He told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the usual
combination of chlorine and ammo-
nia, which were used as disinfec-
tants, was changed to free chlorine
starting on January 21, lasting until
Tuesday, April 1.

“The people living nearest our
water treatment plant in Bridgewater
will notice a difference the soonest,”
he said. “The rest of the area will see
a difference in a day or two.”

The changes will affect the
Raritan-Millstone Water Treatment
Plant in Bridgewater and the Canal
Road Water Treatment Plant in
Somerset.

These Water Treatment Plants
serve Union County, as well as
Somerset, Morris, Middlesex, Mer-
cer and Hunterdon Counties.

Mr. Barnes stressed that different
people would experience the change

in different ways. Some people
would hardly notice while others
might be more sensitive to the change
in smell and taste.

American Water Co. has issued
advice on how to counteract the taste
of chlorine:

Place water in a glass container in
the refrigerator overnight uncovered.
This will allow the chlorine to dissi-
pate at a faster pace.

Bring water to a rolling boil for
five minutes and allow the water to
cool. This should reduce the chlo-
rine taste and smell in the water.

Add a lemon slice or a few drops
of lemon juice to a glass of drinking
water.

The change applies to Bedminster,
Belle Meade, Bound Brook,
Branchburg, Bridgewater, Chester,
Clark,  Cranbury, Cranford,
Dunellen, Elizabeth, Edison, Fan-
wood, Flemington,  Franklin,
Garwood, Green Brook, Hillside,
Hil lsborough,  Jamesburg,
Kenilworth, Kingston, Lawrence,
Linden, Manville, Martinsville,
Middlesex, Millstone, Montgom-
ery, Mountainside, North Plain-
field,  Peapak/Gladstone,
Piscataway, Plainfield, Plainsboro,
Pottersville, Princeton, Raritan,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Readington,
Scotch Plains, Somerville, South
Bound Brook, South Brunswick,
South Plainfield, Tewksbury, Union
and Westfield.

For more information, visit
a m w a t e r . c o m / a l e r t s /
alert17292.html.
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SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad recently held its
annual Installation of Officers Din-
ner at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance
in Scotch Plains, when the squad also
celebrated 77 years of providing vol-
unteer emergency medical services.
Mayor Kevin Glover, Councilman
Michael “Mickey” Marcus, Council-
man William “Bo” Vastine and Coun-
cilman Llewellyn Jones, as well as
other dignitaries and guests, extended
their gratitude for the service pro-
vided by the squad.

Robert Gurske, chaplain for the
rescue squad, conducted a memorial
service for the deceased members
who served the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad for many years. Following the
service, Mayor Glover administered
the oath of office to: President, Ed-
ward Fiedler; First Vice-President,
Antonio Robertiello; Second Vice-
President, Robert Foerster; Secretary,
Joanne Gurske; Treasurer, Harold

Hill; Chaplain, Robert Gurske; Cap-
tain, Daniel Sullivan; First Lieuten-
ant, Carolyn Di Donato, and Second
Lieutenant, Joseph Colon. Serving
as Delegates are Daniel Sullivan, Joan
Lozowski and Patty Buckridee. Serv-
ing as Alternate Delegates are
Deborah Loh-Speth, Karolyn
Buckridee and Arnold Lidsky. Trust-
ees are Susan Baldani, Brian Cassidy
and Robert Speth.

Service awards were presented to
Brian Cassidy for 40 years of service;
Robert Gurske and Justine Kennedy
for 25 years; William McLaughlin
for 20 years; Melissa Padulski for 10
years; and Lansing Booth, Elizabeth
Buckridee, Hershita Kaushik, Scott
Leyden, Marissa Minnicino and Jo-
seph Tufaro for five years.

The rescue squad answered 1,075
calls for 2013 and rendered mutual
aid 34 times to the six surrounding
communities.
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NJDEP Holds Public Hearing
For CF Birchwood Project

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — It was standing
room only Thursday during the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) public hearing
at Town Hall. The public had an op-
portunity to comment on the NJDEP’s
impending decision on the permit
applications submitted by Cranford
Development Associates (CDA) to
develop 215 and 235 Birchwood
Avenue.

More than 22 residents and offi-
cials were vociferous against the de-
velopment in a wetlands area that
they feel will increase flooding in

Cranford and Kenilworth, as well as
displace wildlife, including the Great
Blue Heron and fox, there.

“We hear from families, oftentimes
through tears, detailing harrowing
stories of waters flowing through their
windows, rising up their steps taking
over their homes, their properties…,”
Robert Puhak of Central Avenue, a
former township official, said.

“Please protect our environment.
Protect our lives. Protect the welfare
of our people. We are depending on
you. Truly, you may be our only hope
left,” Mr. Puhak said. This sentiment
was echoed by many others.

CDA is requesting permission to

build a 360-unit, multi-family devel-
opment encompassing two buildings,
a parking structure and an outfall on
the flood hazard area in the branch of
the Rahway River. CDA also is re-
questing to modify a section of
Birchwood Avenue located adjacent
to the site.

CDA is seeking a Flood Hazard
Area Individual Permit and Verifica-
tion and a Freshwater Wetlands Tran-
sition Area Averaging Waiver.

The Township of Cranford had
appealed the Superior Court’s deci-
sion in favor of CDA’s builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit to build the housing com-
plex in what the township says is a
wetland. Some 60 of those 360 units
are slotted for affordable housing.
The township committee has said it
will continue to fight this develop-
ment.

Richard Riley, Andy Clark, Dennis
Contois and Cindy Randazzo repre-
sented the NJDEP.

Mike Dipple, a civil engineer hired
by CDA, showed exhibits of existing
conditions of the site and the pro-
posed development. There will be
two parking areas to hold some 440
cars, he said. “All of these buildings
and parking and drive aisles will be
constructed at the minimum of one
foot above the flood hazard area el-
evation. There will be a decrease in
overall impervious coverage,” he said.

“In terms of impact…the wetlands
remain untouched…there is an un-
derground detention system…there
is some proposed modification to in-
clude a section of Birchwood Avenue
to be elevated about 1.3 feet,” he said.

Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott
MacDonald, engineering consultant
for the Township of Cranford, said
the proposed development will raise
the water level between 1.7 to 2.3
feet, and will affect the properties
across from the site and upstream.

“If we understand the regulations,
you are not allowed to increase flood-
ing at all if it affects that site,” Mr.
Coakley said.

Maria Anderson, of 662 Trenton
Avenue in Kenilworth, said raising
the water to 2.3 feet, “Is a difference
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