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opment is the township’s conserva-
tion and recycling center, which
residents and the Department of
Public Works use to dispose of yard
waste and recyclable materials. Ri-
chard Marsden, Jr., township engi-
neer, had said, “The Conservation
Center—we cannot be in the flood
plain—it is flat up there and any
real increase will impact that area
and decrease our ability to use that
area completely.”

Floodwaters have ravaged
Cranford, and many people spoke
about how this development will
only cause the flooding to worsen.

“Particularly over the last 15
years, we have had four major flood-
ing events. Hurricane Floyd 1990
devastated hundreds of home. The
tax day storm 2007 damaged hun-
dreds of homes. In 2010 again we
had a snowstorm, which breached
the levees and damaged several
homes. And Irene in 2011 which
damaged 1,600 homes in Cranford,”
Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

“Since the 1970s we have been
working extensively to reduce the
overall impermeable area…what
this does is push everything to the
extreme,” Mayor Kalnins said.

After Hurricane Irene hit, the
township, along with other munici-
palities along the Rahway River,
formed The Mayors Council on the
Rahway River Watershed
Stormwater Advisory Board. The
board is working with the Army
Corps of Engineers to develop
stormwater management and urg-
ing the federal government to fund
the work.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said CDA has revised its studies
multiple times resulting in “the
community’s collective skepticism”
of the project. He said they had
used the wrong methods in its cal-
culations, and after revising them
showed that Building A was in the
floodway. He also said the raising
of Birchwood Avenue was not pre-
sented at trial.

On the existing site there are
drainage structures that appear to
regulate stormwater, Mr. Hannen
said. However, he said, the lot could
not be effectively used as a
stormwater retention basin. “This
flies in the face of good common
sense and good stormwater man-
agement,” Mr. Hannen said.

The NJDEP, he said, has cited
technical deficiencies in CDA’s re-
ports no less than four times since
2011.

Resident Gail Driscoll, whose
basement was flooded during Floyd
and whose home “was wiped out”
during Irene, asked why CDA was
not using green products and pervi-
ous surfaces for the driveways, and

why a health impact statement and
an environmental impact statement
are not included in its proposal. “I
don’t 100 percent trust their data,”
she said.

“Allowing this will not only de-
stroy my home but hundreds of
other families,” said Anthony
Bonbacco of 35 Wadsworth Ter-
race, who lives adjacent to the pro-
posed development.

CDA is also proposing to remove
72 trees. “They are going to be
taking down some big trees,”
Nelson Ditmar said. “You need to
replace that with 295 trees” under
the Cranford tree ordinance, he said.
And CDA is only agreeing to re-
place 180 trees. “There seems to be
plenty other spaces to put these
trees. They not only soak up ground-
water but water in general. We ought
to urge the applicant if this were to
go forward that they have to com-
ply with the tree ordinance,” Mr.
Ditmar said.

Barry Sherrington of 306 Spring-
field Avenue presented annual rain-
fall data for Cranford that showed
that, “if they increase by 40,000
square feet the impermeable sur-
faces you are looking at a quarter
of a million gallons of rain being
dumped. Nowhere have they indi-
cated in their plans that they have
the capacity to cater for. They have
said they could put it in their reten-
tion basin, but a quarter of a million
gallons?”

The NJDEP will consider public
information in its decision to be
made on Friday, February 7.
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Birchwood Hearings

SPIRITED VOICES...Congregation Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom Way at the
corner of Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, will sponsor a concert on Saturday,
February 8, from 8 to 9 p.m. presented by the Rutgers University Jewish a
cappella group known as Kol Halayla, or The Voice of the Knight. Doors will open
at 7:45 p.m. Open to the community, the concert will feature contemporary Israeli
and American songs in both Hebrew and English. The cost is $18 per person. For
more information, call the synagogue at (908) 889-1830.

CELEBRATORY OCCASION...The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad recently held
its annual Installation of Officers Dinner at Snuffy’s Panatagis Renaissance in
Scotch Plains, during which the squad also celebrated 77 years of providing
volunteer emergency medical services to the community. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Scott Grill, Dan Sullivan, captain; Michelle VanNest and Annette
Burton LaBarbera.

might be more sensitive to the change
in smell and taste.

American Water Co. has issued
advice on how to counteract the taste
of chlorine:

Place water in a glass container in
the refrigerator overnight uncovered.
This will allow the chlorine to dissi-
pate at a faster pace.

Bring water to a rolling boil for
five minutes and allow the water to
cool. This should reduce the chlo-
rine taste and smell in the water.

Add a lemon slice or a few drops
of lemon juice to a glass of drinking
water.

The change applies to Bedminster,
Belle Meade, Bound Brook,
Branchburg, Bridgewater, Chester,
Clark,  Cranbury, Cranford,
Dunellen, Elizabeth, Edison, Fan-
wood, Flemington,  Franklin,
Garwood, Green Brook, Hillside,
Hil lsborough,  Jamesburg,
Kenilworth, Kingston, Lawrence,
Linden, Manville, Martinsville,
Middlesex, Millstone, Montgom-
ery, Mountainside, North Plain-
field,  Peapak/Gladstone,
Piscataway, Plainfield, Plainsboro,
Pottersville, Princeton, Raritan,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Readington,
Scotch Plains, Somerville, South
Bound Brook, South Brunswick,
South Plainfield, Tewksbury, Union
and Westfield.

For more information, visit
a m w a t e r . c o m / a l e r t s /
alert17292.html.
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Snow Voids Governor’s
Inauguration Party

ELLIS ISLAND — Gov. Chris
Christie’s inauguration party Tues-
day night on Ellis Island was can-
celed due to the weather (snow).
The official swearing in and
governor’s speech were expected
to continue as planned in Trenton
Tuesday afternoon.

The Inaugural Committee re-
leased the following statement:

“Unfortunately due to the antici-
pated severe weather conditions
posed by today’s [Tuesday] winter
storm, we have made the decision
to cancel this evening’s Inaugural
Celebration at Ellis Island. This
action has been taken out of an
abundance of caution based on the
most up-to-date reports, which pre-
dict that the incoming storm threat-
ens the region, including the north-
eastern portions of New Jersey and
the shore areas, with significant
snowfall that will pose a serious
hazard for individuals traveling on
road ways.

“While we regret to cancel this
special evening for our guests, their
safety is our first priority and takes
total precedence in our planning.
We thank all of our supporters for
their generosity and urge New
Jerseyans to stay safe in today’s
conditions and heed the guidance
of emergency management offi-
cials.”

The catered food order planned
for the evening’s event will be do-
nated to local food pantries in the
Jersey City area.

dia and training and these are year-
round programs,” Mr. Rivera said.

All youth ages 16 to 21 are eli-
gible as long as they meet the in-
come criteria for the poverty guide-
lines.

Acting Prosecutor Grace H. Park
and the Office of the Union County
Prosecutor accepted funding from
the Office of the Victim Witness
Advocacy for the STOP the Vio-
lence Against Women (VAWA). The
county matched the DV Advocate
Grant of $26,995 with required
county match of $8,998 for the pe-
riod of June 1, 2014 through May
31, 2015.

In recognition of Black History
Month, the United Youth of New
Jersey was recognized by the free-
holders in their production of the
play Frederick Douglass: The Man.
The play was funded in part by a
Union County HEART grant.
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Governor Chris Christie’s
2014 Inaugural Address
Trenton, New Jersey

January 21, 2014
Today, once again, the people of

New Jersey have given me the oppor-
tunity to serve. And I thank each and
every citizen for that honor. And once
again, I have taken an oath where I
have sworn to promote the peace and
prosperity of our great state and its
citizens. It is an oath that I have lived
by for the last four years. It is the oath
I will live by for every day I am
privileged to call myself your Gover-
nor.

The oath though, is just a symbol
of the bond we have created with
each other over the last four years.

We have endured the worst eco-
nomic recession of our lifetimes and
we have begun to triumph over it.

We have confronted entrenched in-
terests and their endless stream of
money that have previously stood in
the way of fiscal sanity for our state,
and educational excellence for our
children. Together, we have pushed
those interests back, and put our
children’s future first.

We have survived the worst natural
disaster in our state’s history and
worked together to restore, renew
and rebuild the state we love.

Each one of these challenges has
been met by a new, unified force in
public life – a New Jersey setting the
tone for an entire nation. A tough
New Jersey. A resilient New Jersey. A
Proud New Jersey.

A New Jersey that has put aside
political partisanship on the impor-
tant issues to our people to take ad-
vantage of the opportunities each of
these challenges has presented us with
every day. A New Jersey that has
brought pride to our people and lead-
ership to our country.

Finally, this past November, New
Jerseyans had the chance to decide if
the bonds we have formed were strong
enough to endure the heat of today’s
political campaigns. Would our elec-
tions confirm that the change we said
had arrived on this stage four years
ago was truly beneficial for all of our
citizens?

You see, elections are about more
than TV ads and debates and rallies.
Each vote cast is an act of faith and
trust. Faith in the strength of the bonds
we have built. Trust in the hope that
tomorrow will bring a better job for
us, a better education for our children
and a better day for all of our citizens.

The people have definitively set
the course for the next four years.
They have affirmed the decision to
take on the big problems. They have
validated the idea that our answers to
our problems must be bold. They
have rewarded the principle that we
must tell the truth about the depths of
our challenges and the difficulty of
real solutions.

And it wasn’t just some of our
people who affirmed this course. It
was not a vocal plurality like four
years ago. No, this time, it was the
largest and loudest voice of affirma-
tion that the people of our state have
given to any direction in three de-
cades.

Suburbanites and city dwellers. Af-
rican Americans and Latinos. Women
and men. Doctors and teachers. Fac-
tory workers and tradesmen. Repub-
licans and Democrats and Indepen-
dents.

Together, they have demanded that
we stay the course they have helped
set. To stand up for what is right. To
fight the fights worth fighting. And,
most of all, to work together to make
government work for each and every
one of those voices of affirmation.

You see, the people of this state
know that the only way forward is if
we are all willing to take on what is
politically unpopular. If we are all
willing to share in the sacrifice. If we
are all willing to be in this together.

We have no moral option but to
heed the voice of the voters and that
is exactly what I intend to do.

Today, I thank all those who have
once again placed their faith and trust
in me and I make this promise: I will
not let up, I will insist we work to-
gether and I will make this govern-
ment truly work for those who pay
for it.

I do not believe that New Jerseyans
want a bigger, more expensive gov-
ernment that penalizes success and
then gives the pittance left to a few in
the name of income equity. What
New Jerseyans want is an unfettered
opportunity to succeed in the way
they define success. They want an
equal chance at the starting; not a
government guaranteed result.

Why? Because through hard work,
and being rewarded for hard work,
they know they are part of their own
success.

We should make sure that govern-
ment pursues policies that believe in
the effort, talent and optimism of
New Jerseyans, not in the power of
almighty government to fix any prob-
lem, real or imagined.

Let’s be different than our neigh-
bors. Let’s put more money in the
pockets of our middle class by not
taking it out of their pockets in the
first place.

One of the lessons that I have
learned most acutely over the last
four years is that New Jersey can
really be one state. This election has
taught us that the ways we divide
each other – by race, by class, by
ethnicity, by wealth, by political party
is neither permanent nor necessary.
Our dreams are the same: a good job,

a great education for our children,
safe streets in our neighborhood and
core values which give our lives real
meaning. Those dreams are not
unique to any one group in our state.

And, while government has a role
in ensuring the opportunity to ac-
complish these dreams, we have now
learned that we have an even bigger
role to play as individual citizens. We
have to be willing to play outside the
red and blue boxes the media and
pundits put us in; we have to be
willing to reach out to others who
look or speak differently than us; we
have to be willing to personally reach
out a helping hand to a neighbor
suffering from drug addiction, de-
pression or the dignity stripping loss
of a job. New Jersey came together as
one community when it mattered most
and now we must stay together –
people of every background and be-
lief – the government and our people
– to help our fellow citizens reach
their dreams.

There are times when we need to
get along and get things done. Be-
cause as Pastor Joe Carter said this
morning at the New Hope Baptist
Church, all of us “may be one ‘yes’
away from our miracle.” That is true
for each of us as individuals, for our
state, and for our nation.

For the fact is that every one of
God’s creations has value. Every per-
son, no matter what challenge they
are facing, must believe that they
have inside of them all of the God
given ability needed to be happy.
They will not believe that if all they
hear is that life is unfair and that only
government can fix that unfairness.
They must first believe that self-worth
comes from inside each of us. Gov-
ernment cannot solve every one of
these problems – government can
only be one part of that solution. The
unity our people have felt in the last
year as we have confronted tragedy
and challenge must be a unity we
build on to give every person a chance
to reach their dreams.

Those dreams begin with a grow-
ing economy. This growth will not
happen by following the path that
some of our neighbors seem pre-
pared to pursue. For those who prefer
economic growth and opportunity to
government redistribution and higher
taxes, I say this: come to New Jersey.
You will be welcome here.

In addition to a growing economy,
here is how our government will lead
the effort to create opportunity in
New Jersey.

We will make it our priority to have
every child in New Jersey have a
chance to get a good education. No
matter what adult we have to offend,
no matter where you came from, no
matter what sacred cow we must slay,
no matter how much we have to
change the conventional thinking, we
will not stand for the achievement
gap which exists between our best
and least educated children.

We will end the failed war on drugs
that believes that incarceration is the
cure of every ill caused by drug abuse.
We will make drug treatment avail-
able to as many of our non-violent
offenders as we can and we will part-
ner with our citizens to create a soci-
ety that understands that every life
has value and no life is disposable.

We will fight to continue to change
government so that we value our dif-
ferences and honor the strength of
our diversity. We cannot fall victim to
the attitude of Washington, DC. The
attitude that says I am always right
and you are always wrong. The atti-
tude that puts everyone into a box
they are not permitted to leave. The
attitude that puts political wins ahead
of policy agreements. The belief that
compromise is a dirty word. As we
saw in December regarding the
DREAM Act, we can put the future
of our state ahead of the partisans
who would rather demonize than
compromise. As your Governor, I
will always be willing to listen, as
long as that listening ends in decisive
action for the people counting on us.

In the end, I have had no greater
honor in my life than having twice
been elected by my fellow citizens to
be the Governor of the state where I
was born and raised. With that honor
comes solemn obligations – to make
the hard decisions, to raise the un-
comfortable topics, to require respon-
sibility and accountability, to be will-
ing to stand hard when principles are
being violated and to be willing to
compromise to find common ground
with all of our people. To work every
day, night and day – to make New
Jersey all it can be. In short, to be the
Governor.

My fellow New Jerseyans, we
started this journey together in a dark
and foreboding time in our history
when hope was at a premium and
trust had been squandered by a gov-
ernment who had been unwilling to
tell you the truth. Today, we enter the
final leg of this journey together with
more hope than we have had in years
and the trust that comes from part-
ners who have shared with each other
the hard truths that come from deci-
sive action. We are at the dawn of new
age of pride and growth in our state
and its people. Let us move forward
with the strength that comes from the
belief we have in each other. I believe
in you New Jersey – and I always
will.

God Bless you, God Bless America
and God Bless the great state of New
Jersey.

GO, GO, GO!…Tiger and Wolf Scouts of Pack 176 watch in anticipation as cars
race to the finish line during the pack’s recent Pinewood Derby event at McKinley
School in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHEERING FOR THEIR TEAMMATE...The Blue Devil boys cheer for team-
mate John Lindros during the 200-freestyle event during the showdown between
No. 2 Westfield and No. 1 Christian Brothers Academy on January 16. Lindros
won the event but CBA won the meet, 92-78. See story on page 9 of the Sports
Section.
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SP Zoning Bd.
than 45 feet would be less than the
township’s minimum of 50 feet.
Board members imposed several
conditions prior to giving their ap-
proval, including one stating that
the new garage cannot have a sec-
ond story built atop it and that the
existing two-car garage, which will
remain, will continue to be used as
a two-car garage and not for any
other purpose.

Earlier last Thursday, the board
held a brief reorganization meeting
and re-elected Ken Anderson as
chairman and Chris Abeel as vice-
chairman. Two new members,
James Checchio and Rich
Fortunato, joined the board. The
board also reappointed Vince
Loughlin as attorney, the Ferriero
Engineering firm as board engineer
and Mary Moody as professional
planner.

The board’s next meeting will be
on Thursday, February 6.

gave an update on the work of The
Mayor’s Council on the Rahway River
Watershed Stormwater Advisory
Board.

The Army Corps of Engineers plan
is to eliminate two small dams, a
modification of the bridges and low-
ering the depth of the Rahway River
in Cranford, Mr. Aschenbach said.
The township is still waiting on the
decision to make it a federal project.

“It has to meet a benefit-cost ratio,
which would put it in line for con-
gressional funding,” Mr. Aschenbach
said of the plan. He expects to hear a
decision in a week, he said. “If it
doesn’t meet it then the whole thing
is over with,” he said.

“Cranford moved away from do-
ing this out of our own budget be-
cause it was so large of a project. The
last iteration for Phase 3 and 4 was
$29 million, and that was without
anyone’s help,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Under new business, Mayor
Kalnins discussed implementing the
new Master Plan adopted seven years
ago. The previous master plan was
devised some 30 years ago, Ms. Feder
said.

“We took a strategy of instead of
implementing the entire plan at one
time, which we had estimates of over
$520,000, we came up with a modi-
fied [master plan], which had key
points that were easier to implement
instead of changing the maps,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

The proposed changes to the Mas-
ter Plan may be presented at a town-
ship committee workshop meeting
as early as January 27, Mayor Kalnins
said.

The board had sent a letter to the
township committee stating its desire
to establish a policy to have a zoning
officer or planner at the planning
board meetings, as well as a follow
up on the affordable housing units
that were identified in the affordable
housing plan, Ms. Feder said.

“The applicant will bring their own
people…we are hearing their plan-
ning and their zoners saying the spin
that they want…it slants the overall
application process,” said Mr. Illing
in regards to why having a township
zoning official, engineer or planner
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Cranford Planning Board
at the board meetings is beneficial.

In a recent application, Ms. Feder
said, “Engineering-wise they (the
applicant) were making a lot of claims
we could not substantiate.” The board
said it felt that having a township
expert at the meetings would help in
these instances. When Ron Meeks
was the Township zoning officer and
planner, Mr. Meeks would sit in at all
the meetings, the board said.

Mayor Kalnins said he would look
into the matter.

Mayor Kalnins also suggested hav-
ing the zoning and planning boards
meet to discuss the overall roles of
each board.

Mayor Kalnins asked about the
future landscape of South Avenue
from Centennial Avenue to 555 South
Avenue. He asked if retail would re-
sult from some 100 families moving
into 555 South Avenue. The Office of
Business and Economic Development
had said it did not want retail spread-
ing that far away from its downtown,
Mr. Illing said, and the master plan
reflects that.


