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Bonus points early on and out-
standing efforts from several
freshmen in the lower weight
classes allowed the Cranford High
School wrestling team to rest
two of its top athletes en route to
a 35-25 triumph over the Eliza-
beth Minutemen in Cranford on
January 8.

Senior Corey Birch (152-lbs)
and sophomore Niko Cappello
(160) were given the opportu-
nity to sit out their bouts, while
junior Gavin Murray jumped up a
few weight classes to 152-lbs to
record a pin and Paul Castillo
followed with one of his own to
give Cranford a 35-6 lead with
only four bouts remaining.

“It’s a team sport, so it’s best
for the team having us go up a
weight class against bigger kids.
It helps us, because the kids are
going to be smaller when we go
down to districts, and it helps the
team, because we are getting
the team points,” said Murray,
who added, “We scheduled so
many matches during the sea-
son, so they got their rest today.”

“A lot of our kids have a lot of
matches, so I had to sit a couple
of kids, so some filled in and did
a great job. It’s good to have that
movement and have kids, who
can fill in. It’s nice to know we
have depth,” said Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman, who added,
“We have a lot of good freshmen.
The freshmen are really pulling
their weight.”

Murray kept his unbeaten streak
in tact when he recorded a slip-
through takedown then pinned
Bruno Zurita in 1:33 with an arm
bar/half nelson after stretching
him with a single grapevine.
Castillo settled Rob McCall with a
headlock in 3:19.

“I had an arm bar on one side
and a half on the other. I tried to

run the arm bar then I hopped
over to half and stacked him up.
I took the leg out once I got the
arm and the half,” Murray ex-
plained.

In the opening bout of the
evening, after Cougar heavy-
weight Jon ElKhoury dropped a
3-2 overtime tiebreaker to Min-
uteman Lloyd Jackson, three
freshmen, Anthony Capece (106),
Tom DiGiovanni (113) and Chris
Scorese (120) managed to reap
the bonus points to put the Cou-
gars in a 13-3 driver’s seat.

Capece got a double-leg
takedown and a two-point tilt in
the first period, added a nearfall
and an escape in the second then
tacked on a reversal and a tight-
waist tilt to squeeze out an 11-3
majority decision over Mike
Anaya.

DiGiovanni also remained un-
beaten when he claimed a 13-3
majority decision over Wesley
Ortiz.

“DiGiovanni is on a 13 or 14
match streak. He had a great run
down in North Carolina. knocked
off the top seed, won the tourna-
ment and he has been wrestling
awesome ever since,” Coach
Gorman said.

Scorese attempted to sever re-
lationships early with Tony
Stuckey when he worked a three-
point guillotine in the first pe-
riod, had a switch reversal and a
sit-out turn-in reversal in the
second then added three nearfalls
in the third period to reap an 18-

2 tech fall in 5:28. At 126, Cou-
gar Mike Nigro added an 11-3
majority decision over Jose
Rondan.

Minuteman Willy Silva pulled a
second-period reversal to defeat
Dave Busch, 2-1, at 132-lbs, but
Cougar freshman Brian McGovern
scored three takedowns and an
escape to defeat Juan Miranda,
7-3, at 138-lbs. Cougar Andrew
Tompkins recorded a pair of low
single-leg takedowns to top
Wesley Martinez, 5-1, at 145-
lbs.

After Murray’s and Castillo’s
pins clinched victory for the Cou-
gars, the Minutemen won the
final four bouts, beginning with
Thassio Marques, who pinned
Chris Kiame in 53 seconds at
170-lbs. At 182-lbs, Mike Rojas
used a two-point cradle to edge
Nick Ballas, 3-1, then after Josep
Mejia received a forfeit at 195-
lbs, Dave Tobe recorded a
takedown, reversal and a pair of
nearfalls to earn a 10-1 majority
decision over Mike Pastor at 220-
lbs.

“I am very excited about the
season. There’s a lot more to
come. These are the freshmen I
watched in the PAL. Now they are
finally here, and they have been
waiting to wrestle up at this level,”
Coach Gorman said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: —Jackson (E) d ElKhoury, 3-2 TB
106: — Capece (C) md Anaya, 11-3
113: — DiGiovanni (C) md Ortiz, 13-3
120: — Scorese (C) tf Stuckey, 18-2,
5:28
126: — Nigro (C) md Rondan, 11-3
132: — Silva (E) d Busch, 2-1
138: — McGovern (C) d Miranda, 7-3
145: — Tompkins (C) d Martinez, 5-1
152: — Murray (C) p Zurita, 1:33
160: — Castillo (C) p McCall, 3:19
170: — Marques (E) p Kiame, :53
182: — Rojas (E) d Ballas, 3-1
195: — Josep Mejia (E) won forfeit
220: — Tobe (E) md Pastor, 10-1
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Cougar Wrestlers Pounce on Elizabeth Minutemen, 35-25
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WORKING FOR A 3-POINT NEARFALL...Cougar Chris Scorese works a two-on-one tilt to get a three-point nearfall
on Minuteman Tony Stuckey during his 120-lb bout. Scorese claimed an 18-2 technical fall in 5:28.
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