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Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
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MEMORIES...Philip C. Chronakis, a Short Hills attorney, donated 20,000
baseball cards to Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.  “I saved
baseball cards ever since I was a kid and never stopped as an adult.  These cards
should give many hours of enjoyment to children undergoing pediatric rehabili-
tation services,” said Mr. Chronakis. Pictured, left to right, are: Philip Salerno,
III, president of the Children's Specialized Hospital Foundation; and Tremain
Stanley, Karolina Dehnhard and Philip Chronakis, of Budd Larner, PC.

Asm. Bramnick Delivers Remarks at
216th Reorganization in Trenton

Rep. Lance Backs Budget Proposal
Restoring FDA Funds

Following are the remarks delivered
(as prepared) by newly elected Assem-
bly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick (
R-21st,Westfield), at the reorganiza-
tion of the 216th General Assembly
today at the War Memorial in Trenton:

*****
Mr. Speaker, Majority Leader

Greenwald, Conference Leader Rible,
and fellow New Jerseyans:

We can all agree that New Jersey is
a very special place to live and work.
We have it all: the Jersey shore, moun-
tains, dynamic cities, beautiful coun-
tryside, the arts, music, culture, and
the most interesting politics in the
history of the modern world. Maybe
our state motto should be “there is
never a dull moment in New Jersey.”

Unfortunately, politics can some-
times take center stage and trump pub-
lic policy. We probably all agree that
politics is more exciting than policy
and the tedious drafting of legislation.
But I was reminded recently of the
reason we are all here. I spoke to the
4th grade in Long Hill Township when
they were studying state government.
A young student asked the teacher if
she could speak with me after class.
She came up to me and quietly asked,
“Mr. Assemblyman, can you help my
daddy get a job.”

Moments like that serve as a re-
minder of why public policy matters.

Today and for the next two years we
are charged with the day-to-day re-
sponsibilities of government, which
includes keeping the people of our
state safe, making sure our economy
flourishes, and educating our chil-
dren. The past two years have dem-
onstrated that the members of this
body can work on a bi-partisan basis
and achieve historic reforms for the
people we represent.

Property tax caps, pension and
health benefit reform, tenure
changes, all while reducing the size
of government and increasing fund-
ing for education to the highest level
in state history.

I want to personally thank Speaker
Sheila Oliver, who served with class,
elegance and strength. And to the
senior leaders in my caucus- Assem-
bly members Rible, Rumana,
O’Scanlon, Angelini, Handlin and
Bucco.

I am very optimistic about New
Jersey’s future and the new leader-
ship of Speaker Vinny Prieto. He is a
man of honesty and sincerity, and a
former weight lifter who has some
heavy lifting ahead.

As Minority Leader, I pledge to
you that I will not allow us to fall
victim to the environment that
plagues Washington, marked by par-
tisan bickering and rhetoric that re-
jects compromise at all costs.

I am always concerned and
baffled by cable news networks
that are so partisan they can never
admit the other side of the aisle has
ever had a good idea. These media
outlets sole objectives are ratings
and advertising revenue, and that
should never be our goal. The me-
dia should not drive the policy de-
bate, we should.

I understand it is not easy with the
evolution of social media, where
anonymous cyberspace critics taunt
lawmakers’ every move and where
the media demands instant reaction
to each and every comment 24 hours
a day. That is not thoughtful debate
about public policy and we should
reject it.

We all know that during the next
two years we need to make New
Jersey more competitive to retain
and attract new business and create
high paying jobs. We need to reduce
the taxes of the hard working people
of New Jersey and I am asking the
Speaker to post and pass a tax cut for
all New Jerseyans in the first voting
session this year.

Today, we begin with cooperation
and unity for a common purpose. I
end by hoping we can all follow the
infamous words of Rodney King
from 1992 — “Can’t we all just get
along?”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) on Tuesday an-
nounced that the omnibus appropria-
tions package introduced Monday night
by Congressional budget leaders restores
$85 million in sequestered user fees paid
to the Food and Drug Administration in
fiscal year 2013. Mr. Lance has led the
fight in calling for an immediate fix to
reverse the sequester of FDA user fees
because it has prevented the federal health
agency from meeting its congression-
ally-mandated responsibilities while
putting patient safety at risk.

“The action by the U.S. House to cor-
rect the sequester of the FDA user fees
now ensures that the agency will have the
tools and resources to ensure that millions
of Americans will continue to benefit
from medicines and medical devices that
are safe and effective,” said Rep. Lance, a
member of the House Energy and Com-
merce Health Subcommittee. “The re-
lease of these funds will benefit patients,
public health and medical innovation.”

As a result of sequestration the Of-
fice of Management and Budget (OMB)
made an arbitrary decision to include
FDA user fees in sequestered resources
despite the fact that they are not govern-
ment funds and cannot contribute to
reducing the deficit. User fees by law
cannot be diverted to the general trea-

sury for deficit reduction and instead sit
in budgetary limbo unavailable to the
FDA for human drug review or for any
other purpose.

In Fiscal Year 2013 sequestration
prevented the FDA from utilizing nearly
$85 million industry-paid user fees for
the approval of new drugs and devices.
Last week the Seventh District law-
maker spearheaded a letter asking top
congressional appropriators to exempt
the FDA’s user fees from the sequester.
Mr. Lance is also the lead author of
bipartisan legislation (H.R. 2725) that
would exempt FDA user fees from cuts
under sequestration.

“I am pleased that leaders in the both
the U.S. House and Senate have addressed
this issue. Working together in a biparti-
san capacity Congress has acted in the
best interest of the FDA, the life sciences
industries and the millions of patients and
their families who will benefit from more
timely access to innovative medical tech-
nologies,” Mr. Lance concluded.

Mr. Lance’s effort has been supported
by the HealthCare Institute of NJ,
AdvaMed, Medical Device Manufactur-
ers Association, California Healthcare
Institute, Leukemia Lymphoma Society,
Gilead, Genentech, Patient Services Inc.,
National Health Council and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Action Network.

Senate Republican Leader Kean
Addresses the Senate at Reorg

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) addressed the 2014-2015
New Jersey Senate at Tuesday’s reor-
ganization, stressing the importance
of putting differences aside and ac-
complishing shared priorities of the
people.

*****
“I humbly take my leadership honor

and responsibility with a primary fo-
cus on helping to make the 2014-
2015 New Jersey Legislature the one
that enacts our full slate of overdue
bipartisan reforms to give the people
the more affordable and accountable
state they’ve been calling for,” Sen
Kean said.

Senator Kean pointed out examples
in the last four years of bipartisan
accomplishments, including a 2 per-
cent, hard cap on the highest property
taxes in the nation; budgets that spent
only what we had and did not raise
taxes on the people of this state; land-
mark public pensions and benefits
reforms; historic measures to create
greater higher education opportuni-
ties; and an Economic Opportunity
Act to boost private-sector job growth.

“These initiatives are reaping ben-
efits for New Jerseyans, who now
have the expectation that their state
government can work together in a
bipartisan fashion to accomplish what
the people need,” Sen. Kean noted.
“They will not accept anything less
from us, and glimpses of greatness in
the past four years prove that they do
not have to.”

Senator Kean also highlighted that
Senate Republicans and Democrats
have publicly acknowledged that the
people of New Jersey have for too
long awaited a resolution on the fol-
lowing issues:

*Property taxes, with the end of
sick-leave payouts that carry a bil-
lion-dollar property tax burden across
this state;

*Education reform, by making sure
that kids in every ZIP code are col-
lege or career ready when they gradu-
ate high school;

*Common-sense tax reform to cre-
ate more jobs and enable our state to
be a global economic powerhouse
for the long term;

*Policies to protect female vic-
tims, create equal opportunities for
women in the workplace and ensure
that mothers have the unique sup-
ports and services that they need;

*Reforms to immediately help resi-
dents, businesses and communities
that are still trying to recover from
Superstorm Sandy, and to ensure New
Jersey is best prepared for the next
natural disaster; and

*Pension, ethics and transparency
reforms, by enacting overdue legis-
lation to end waste, fraud and abuse;
“Many of us from both sides of the
aisle have called for these solutions,”
Sen. Kean concluded.

“In this new session let’s always
remember the common ground we
share, as we accomplish the will of
the people.”

“New Jersey’s 16 Senate Republi-
cans serve to protect families; make this
state more affordable; create jobs; im-
prove education for all students regard-
less of their ZIP code; and hold all levels
of government accountable. This cau-
cus urges the Senate Democrats, who at
this time determine what legislation is
considered, to work with us to adopt the
people’s priorities for New Jersey,” ac-
cording to a Senate GOP release.

Governor Christie’s
2014 State of the State
TRENTON — Excerpted remarks:

“It’s no accident how we got to this
place today. We chose the way. And
in this new year and in the next four
years, we need to build on this mo-
mentum by creating a new attitude:
we need to create an attitude of choice.

“It is not about choosing every-
thing; it is not about saying yes to
everyone; it is about setting our pri-
orities and choosing to invest in New
Jersey where it matters and to put in
place the reforms and reductions that
make it possible.

“And the best part of our turn-
around in these past four years is
because we have chosen to work to-
gether.

“These are our achievements.
“Four balanced budgets. Passed

with bipartisan support. Pension re-
form and tenure reform. Passed with
bipartisan support. A cap on property
taxes. Passed with bipartisan sup-
port.

“We acted and we acted together.”

AG Urges Target
Shoppers to Use

Free Credit Monitoring
TRENTON — Acting Attorney

General John J. Hoffman and the New
Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
are urging all New Jersey residents
who shop at Target stores to take ad-
vantage of one year of free credit
monitoring being offered by the retail
company in the wake of the massive
data breach announced last month.

Target is offering one year of free
credit monitoring not only to those
customers who had information com-
promised in the data breach, but to all
Target customers. Consumers can
register for free credit monitoring at
creditmonitoring.target.com.

Consumers will have until Wednes-
day, April 30, to register with
ProtectMyID. Consumers with ques-
tions are encouraged to visit
target.com/databreach or to contact
Target directly at (866) 852-8680.

Also, the Division of Consumer
Affairs’ Consumer Alert link can be
found at njconsumeraffairs.gov/alert/
12312013alert.pdf.

Consumers can file a complaint with
the State Division of Consumer Affairs
by visiting its website or by calling 1-
800-242-5846 or  (973) 504-6200.

Lindabury, McCormick Teams
With CSH for Holiday Season
WESTFIELD — The law firm of

Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
& Cooper, P.C., has again teamed up
with its client Children’s Specialized
Hospital, of Mountainside, to host a
contest that gives the young patients
of the hospital an opportunity to use
their creative talent to help design the
firm’s holiday card.

Fourteen talented children from the
Outpatient Brain Injury Program in
Mountainside submitted drawings in
this year’s contest. Employees of the
firm voted for the best drawing to be
reproduced as the firm’s holiday card.

Kelsey, age 11, from the Moun-
tainside, N.J. site of Children’s Spe-
cialized, created this year’s card. On
December 11, at Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in Mountainside,
Lindabury Shareholder Edward J.
Frisch presented the 14 artists with
awards for their drawings. The firm

provided presents to all of the chil-
dren who participated.

“We love this program and are very
fortunate that the hospital continues
to team up with us year after year to
make it happen,” said Mr. Frisch.
“It’s a great way to approach the
holidays with the achievements of
young children in mind.”

Children’s Specialized Hospital
serves children affected by brain in-
jury, spinal cord injury, premature
birth, autism, developmental delays
and life-changing illnesses.
Children’s Specialized Hospital has
10 sites in New Jersey and treats
20,000 children each year, making it
the largest pediatric rehabilitation
system of its kind in the nation.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

HOLIDAY GREETING...Philip Salerno, III, left, president of the Children’s
Specialized Hospital Foundation, is pictured with Kelsey and Edward J. Frisch,
Esq.


