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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOK OUT BELOW...Children enjoy a day of sledding at Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday afternoon after a winter
storm dropped several inches on the area.

WF Rec. Hears Report on
Fields, Courts Upgrades

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Commission tackled a full
agenda at its first meeting of 2014
Monday night.

The commission heard a detailed
report on the replacement of the turf
fields at Sid Faye and Houlihan and
the reconstruction of the eight tennis
courts at Tamaques Park from John
Belle of the engineering firm Kinsey
Associates.

Mr. Belle provided the commis-
sioners with a preliminary schematic
of the proposal for the four-acre Sid-
Faye and Houlihan fields, which in-
cludes the replacement of the periph-
ery of the field with a fiber mulch
product, which will increase stability
in the area and the installation of new

synthetic turf. The commission an-
ticipates the project would require
the field to be decommissioned for
six weeks in the summer and has
targeted early September for comple-
tion of the project, which will likely
be sent out to bid later this month.

According to Mr. Belle, in the 10
years since the present field was in-
stalled there have been significant
improvements in the quality of syn-
thetic turf products on the market and
there are now uniform standards for
testing durability and quality, which
were not available when the existing
fields were installed. Mr. Belle also
said it might be possible to recycle
the “old” turf, which potentially could
be reused at other facilities in town.

Mr. Belle then discussed the possi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REORGANIZATION...Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover and Councilwoman
Colleen Gialanella discuss appointments during the township council's reorgani-
zation meeting on Tuesday evening.

Photo courtesy of Al Mirabella
READY TO TAKE CARE OF BUSINESS...Raider Dom Natale, left, sets up
Highlander Mike Rhodes in their 152-lb bout. Natale pinned Rhodes in 1:57 and
the Raiders toppled Governor Livingston, 40-30. See page 11.

Photo courtesy of Steven Giacona
HAPPY NEW YEAR…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times traveled with Noelle and
Justin Giacona to Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, to celebrate New Year 2014.

SP Council Returns Former Atty;
Wrangles Over Appointments
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday replaced
several professional service provid-
ers, including restoring the law firm
of former Gov. Donald DiFrancesco
as the township attorney and bring-
ing back others who had earlier served
under Republican-dominated coun-
cils.

“To the victor goes the spoils,”
admitted Democratic Mayor Kevin
Glover at the council’s reorganiza-
tion meeting. While Democrats still
control the governing body by a 3-to-

2 margin, it became increasingly evi-
dent during the past year that party
support for the mayor was ebbing.
Democrat Michael Marcus, who was
selected on Tuesday to serve as deputy
mayor for 2014, increasingly opposed
the mayor during 2013, leading to an
informal alliance at times with the
two council Republicans — William
Vastine and Llewellyn Jones.

This new reality was on display as
the council voted to appoint Jeffrey
Lehrer, from the DiFrancesco law
firm, as township attorney, a post he
held from 2010 through 2012 before
being replaced after the Democrats

won control of the council in the
2012 election. Hatch Mott
MacDonald was named township
engineer, a post it held for several
years before being replaced in 2013.
Pinnacle Risk Solutions was ap-
pointed risk management consultant,
a year after being replaced. Suplee
Clooney & Co. was appointed town-
ship auditor, a year after it had been
replaced. The council also reap-
pointed Rogut McCarthy LLC as
bond counsel and Doyle Alliance
Group as health insurance consult-
ant.

Appointments of township pros-
ecutor and public defender were de-
ferred so the council could further
consider the candidates.

The governing body spent a good
portion of its two-hour meeting wran-
gling over procedural matters related
to nominations for the planning and
zoning boards. Mr. Lehrer, mere min-
utes into his tenure as township attor-
ney, served as both parliamentarian
and de facto presiding officer at times
as he attempted to resolve a host of
motions and questions about the mi-
nutiae of the nominating process from
council members. Councilman
Vastine formally nominated Paulette
Coronato, Joseph Doyle and Rich
Polhemus to the planning board, but
then Mayor Glover said he wished to
nominate some and Councilwoman
Colleen Gialanella stated that she,
too, had candidates of her own to
nominate. Mrs. Gialanella took a dim
view of Mr. Vastine’s choices, saying
that reappointing persons who were
long-time board members — like Mrs.
Coronato and Mr. Doyle — did not
bode well for what she said was the
need for progress and change in
Scotch Plains.

In the end, Mrs. Coronato, Mr.
Doyle and Mr. Polhemus were ap-
pointed to the planning board while
Ken Anderson, Rich Fortunato and
James Checchio were named to the
zoning board of adjustment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Westfield Council Appoints
Fire Official, Police Specials

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its first regular
meeting of the new year, the Westfield
Town Council passed two resolutions
proffered by the council’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee: one naming the town’s
fire official and the other appointing
members to the police department.

Deputy Chief of the Westfield Fire
Department David Kelly was named
the town’s fire official with the reso-
lution stipulating the position’s term
will expire on December 31, 2014.
The fire official is the person respon-
sible for the administration and en-
forcement of New Jersey’s Uniform
Fire Safety Act.

Mr. Kelly has been the town’s
deputy fire chief since 2005. He re-
ports directly to Westfield Fire Chief
Dan Kelly regarding his duties as fire
official.

The second resolution passed by
the council involved the appointment
of 12 individuals to Westfield’s Spe-
cial Police Support Services Divi-

sion.
Colloquially referred to as “spe-

cials,” Special Police in Westfield
generally handle parking enforce-
ment, traffic duties and crowd con-
trol during events held in town.

The first officers appointed were
Christopher Beck, Carmen Brocato,
Sr., Robert Desiato, Jr., Anthony
Garrigan, Patrick Garrigan, Bruce
Miller, John Morgan and Robert
Musacchia.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea stated that four additional of-
ficers were specifically appointed as
full-time traffic enforcement offic-
ers. Those officers are Helen Cicalese,
Robert Denny, Aaron Doherty and
Jonathan Pierce, Jr.

Mr. Gildea also reported that the
town enhanced its mobile site access
to the town’s website. “We took the
opportunity to enhance our presence
on tablets and cell phones with our
website…our website will look and
function a lot better,” he said.

Mr. Gildea stated the improvements
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Schirmer, Norris-Bauer, Winkler
Sworn In for Terms on SP-F BOE

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Newly-
elected Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE) member
Charlotte Schirmer and incumbent
Nancy Norris-Bauer, both of Scotch
Plains, and incumbent Amy Winkler
of Fanwood, were sworn in for three-
year terms at the district’s re-organi-
zational meeting held Tuesday
evening.

According to Board Secretary and
Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki’s report, out of the 16,527
registered voters in Scotch Plains,
7,532 people voted in the school-
board elections in November, with
Ms. Schirmer and Ms. Norris-Bauer

being the top vote getters, receiving
1,524 and 1,320 tallies, respectively.
In Fanwood, out of 5,151 registered
voters, 2,604 cast their votes, with
Ms. Winkler garnering 767 votes.

After the swearing-in of BOE mem-
bers, the board reelected Trip
Whitehouse as board president and
Ms. Norris-Bauer as board vice-presi-
dent.

In other business, Ms. Winkler was
again appointed as the delegate to
attend meetings of the Union County
School Boards. In addition, Mr.
Whitehouse accepted the appoint-
ment as a member of the board of
education on the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission’s Rep-
resentative Assembly. Both were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Hudak Named Freeholder
Chair, Jalloh Vice-Chair
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Freeholder Chris
Hudak of Linden was sworn in as
chairman of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders for 2014 at
the board’s reorganization meeting
Sunday afternoon at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth.
Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh of
Roselle was sworn in as vice-chair-
man.

In addition, Freeholders Linda
Carter of Plainfield and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford were sworn
into new terms along with Sergio
Granados, who began his first full
three-year term after being appointed
to the board in the fall, replacing Dan
Sullivan, who resigned to run the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity. Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, 83,was
also sworn in for another term. A
former Elizabeth police officer, he
has been sheriff for 36 years.

Sunday’s ceremony was attended
by a number of federal, state and
municipal elected officials, includ-
ing Reps. Leonard Lance (R-7th),
Donald Payne Jr. (D-10th) and Frank
Pallone (D-6th); state Senators Ray
Lesniak (D-20th) and Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd); Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan (D-20th), Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano (D-20th),
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st), Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22nd), Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and Councilman Kevin
Boris, Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley
and Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage.

During his address, Mr. Hudak said
the county in the new year would
“strive to take action that will secure
the future of” Runnells Specialized
Hospital, a facility that is running an

annual deficit of $17 to $20 million
as Medicare and Medicaid reimburse-
ments continue to decline. The county
is reviewing RFPs submitted by com-
panies interested in either leasing or
purchasing Runnells.

Freeholder Hudak also set forth a
number of initiatives. “Union County
2030” includes new developments
such as the completion of the new
family court building in Elizabeth,
expansion/renovation of Union
County College’s Cranford and
Plainfield campuses, and the expan-
sion of the Vocational-Technical
Schools’ West Hall building in Scotch
Plains.

The county will also work with the
North Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority and the Heldrich Center at
Rutgers University on “creating jobs,
and developing plans and surveys
dealing with sustainable develop-
ment, transportation, and economic
competitiveness,” Freeholder Hudak
said.

As part of the county’s “Turf and
Build” plan, four new turf field in-
stallations and recreational improve-
ments, including lights and track in-
stallations, will be constructed over
the next few years at Warinanco Park
in Roselle, Mattano Park in Eliza-
beth, and Madison Avenue Park and
Rahway River Park in Rahway.

Another initiative, Union County
Knows HOW-Health, Opportunity
and Wellness, is aimed at increasing
health awareness. The county will
partner with Overlook Medical Cen-
ter in Summit in sponsoring free
health screenings and inoculations.
Also, a weight-loss program will be
initiated for county employees.

Mr. Hudak said the county will


