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CRANFORD - The township
committee introduced, 4 to 1, a
three quarters-of-a-million-dol-
lar bond ordinance Tuesday to
complete the North Avenue Sta-
tion Plaza Pedestrian Safety Im-
provement Project and re-haul
its parking pay stations.

A state grant of $500,000 is
expected to be awarded to pay
down the $600,000 allotted for
the North Avenue Station Plaza
Pedestrian Safety Improvement
Project.

A half a million dollars of the
bond will be appropriated to re-
place the 26 existing parking pay
stations in the township, and add
18 pay stations. The township
was presented with two options
for updating the pay stations — a
$276,753 option to replace the
26 stations and a $462,892 op-
tion to have 44 pay stations.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. opposed the ordinance, he
told The Westfield Leader, be-
cause “I am not comfortable do-
ing this until we adopt a capital
budget.” He said he was sup-
portive of replacing the pay sta-
tions currently in the township,
but adding more is not a priority
in his opinion. He felt road resur-
facing and plowing were priori-
ties over adding more pay sta-
tions. He also said any revenue
generated from parking fees
should be funneled to road re-
surfacing and other like expenses
and not be deposited into the
general fund.

The committee also introduced
a resolution, 4 to 1, with Com-
missioner Hannen voting against,
to award Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt, & Fader as the law
office to provide affordable-hous-
ing legal services for the town-
ship. Superior Court Judge Lisa
F. Chrystal ordered the township
to implement an affordable-hous-
ing plan.

Resident Rita La Brutto voiced
her opinion against hiring the

law firm.
Attorney Phil Morin, who is em-

ployed by Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt, & Fader, and who is a
former township attorney, rep-
resented the township in the
Birchwood hearings that resulted
in Judge Chrystal’s order for an
affordable-housing plan and her
judgment in favor of the builder,
Cranford Development Associ-
ates, which proposes a housing
complex on Birchwood Avenue.

Ms. La Brutto argued that the
township has 37 affordable-hous-
ing credits that are unfulfilled
and she said Mr. Morin had failed
to communicate that to the plan-
ning board.

As part of the ongoing appeal of
Judge Chrystal’s findings, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said
the township filed an appellate
brief Monday and Cranford De-
velopment Associates has cross
appealed.

In response to a resident’s com-
plaint of her neighbor playing
music loudly with intent to harass
her family after she and her hus-
band opposed the neighbor’s re-
quest for a variance to construct
a privacy fence, the committee
introduced an ordinance to add a
section to its Peace and Good
Order legislature. The ordinance
states that noise cannot be heard
by a neighbor between the hours
of 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. It also
states that sound amplified to
harass a person on nearby prop-
erties is not allowed at any time.

Resident Rachael Watson made
a comment to the committee
commending the governing body
for introducing the ordinance;
however, she did not agree with
the time stipulation and said she
felt it should be upheld at all
times. She suggested people be
made to get permits to play loud
music, and such.

Mayor Andis Kalnins said, “I
believe the ordinance addresses
harassing as it doesn’t have a
time. We did try to find a balance
with rights for people to have
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Wesley Ditzel, III  after his appointment as a firefighter within the Cranford Fire
Department, effective Saturday, March 1. He is a third-generation firefighter.

Business Administrator
Terrence Hall said the budget
process is on track and that the
budget must be introduced by
Wednesday, March 19. The com-
mittee set special dates to meet
with department heads for Mon-
days, March 3 and 10. Mr. Hall
suggested requesting monthly
reports from each department
to keep the administration up
to date on department needs
and expenditures.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak
and zoning consultant Paul Ricci
gave copies of proposed
changes to the municipal land
use code in the master plan to
committee members to con-
sider. The purpose, said Mr.
Hudak, is to update zoning regu-

lations.
During the public portion of

the meeting, Barbara Krauss of
the Cranford Tree Advisory
Board asked the committee to
make sure that trees taken down
to build a new athletic field at
Union County College on Gal-
lows Hill Road would be replaced
on a ratio of three to one. She
reminded the committee that
trees absorb and hold mois-
ture. She also requested that
snow removal be mandatory at
all crosswalks and corners to
avoid accidents, especially in
areas where children are walk-
ing to school.

Planning board member Rita La
Brutto asked committee attor-
ney Diane Dabulas if the
township’s appeal of the judge’s
ruling on the proposed Birchwood
development had been filed. Ms.
Dabulas said it had.

CR Introduces $775K Bond Ordinance
social gatherings.”

Union County College (UCC)
plans to construct an athletic field
in the back lot area near the bor-
der of Westfield. Tree Advisory
Board Committee member Bar-
bara Krause said the board met
with UCC Tuesday and, “We hit a
double.” The township engineer-
ing department sent a letter to
UCC requesting it abide by the
township’s tree replacement and
flood regulations. “They did indi-
cate they would cooperate,” Mrs.
Krause said. There is approxi-
mately 4.3 acres of wooded area
being removed for this project,
according to the engineer’s letter.

The committee authorized the
appointment of Wesley Ditzel, III
as a firefighter within the Cranford
Fire Department, effective Satur-
day, March 1, to fill an opening in
the department. He is a third-
generation firefighter.

Julie Murphy was appointed as
an associate member to the His-
toric Preservation Advisory Board
with a term ending December
31, 2014.

The Crane-Phillips House was
designated a Cranford Historic
Landmark with a final reading of
the ordinance establishing this
designation.

Trinity Slates Services
For Ash Wednesday

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue in Cranford, invites
everyone to attend Ash Wednes-
day services on March 5. Cel-
ebrated by the Reverend Dr. Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector, services will
be held at noon and 7:30 p.m.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serv-
ing the needs of Cranford area
families since 1872. Sunday ser-
vices are held at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. and are celebrated by Rev-
erend Walsh-Minor. For more in-
formation about Trinity, call (908)
276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/
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