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“Oscar Saved by the Goldberger Squirrels”
Academy Award Picks

LADIES LUNCH...Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield enjoy lunch at
Theresa’s Restaurant in Westfield recently during Restaurant Week. It was a
treat for the ladies to be out and about after being housebound due to snow and
inclement weather. Pictured, front row, left to right, are: Dolores Geisow and
Roseleen Flaherty. Pictured, back row, left to right, are: Sally Brown, Clemmie
Tabor and Anne Magnotti.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Mithaug Named Visual Art
Center Executive Director

SUMMIT — The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey announced that
Derek Mithaug has joined the staff as
executive director.

As former Executive Director of
The Wharton Music Center (WMC),
Mr. Mithaug oversaw the acquisition
of The New Jersey Youth Symphony
(NJYS), creating New Jersey’s larg-
est independent community center
for the performing arts. WMC is rec-
ognized by the Dodge foundation as
one of three top organizations to
watch.

“Mithaug has the experience to set
a new strategic direction to help po-
sition the Art Center as a leading
Contemporary Arts Center bringing
art and people together in the tri-
state region” stated Art Center
Trustee, Helaine Winer. “Derek
brings an impressive background of
professional and educational expe-
riences, combined with artistic depth
that we believe will strengthen the
Art Center.”

Derek received an MA in Higher
Education Administration from Co-
lumbia University’s Teacher’s Col-

lege in New York as well as a BA and
MA in music from The Juilliard
School. Juilliard places a high value
on the integration of the arts as en-
riching for both students and new
audiences.

Regarding the new position, Derek
stated, “I am thrilled to be joining
the Visual Arts Center of New Jer-
sey. The level of passion and com-
mitment for the organization’s con-
temporary art exhibitions, commu-
nity engagement programs, and stu-
dio art classes is exemplary. It is an
honor to join a team of so many
talented professionals devoted to
advancing a mission that makes it
possible for people of any age to
create, experience, and learn about
art.”

Mr. Mithaug began his new post
on February 18, succeeding Marion
Grzesiak who will be retiring. After
five years at the helm, Ms. Grzesiak
leaves behind a strong legacy of
implementing acclaimed exhibitions
and outreach programs among other
accomplishments within the New
Jersey arts community.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

This year’s Oscar picks were made
possible by a heroic feat…entailing
not any valor on my part, mind you,
but rather, the valiant courage of a
bushy-tailed accomplice. The
backstory is in order.

Some time ago, on a day just like
today, sitting disconsolately by the
picture window overlooking my
backyard, I gloomily bemoaned the
thankless task at hand. It was Oscar
picking season, when the film critic
is reduced to common handicapper.
Pick ‘em right and so what? It’s ex-
pected. Pick ‘em wrong and the tar-
and-feather stock rises.

My only happy consolation that
morning was this observation: The
squirrels in my backyard, perhaps
from feasting on a better class of
weeds, wild nuts and berries, were
considerably fatter and jowlier than
their cousins in the garden next door.

I amused myself with a novel con-
ceit, and fantasized how this might
impact some future epitaph: “While
Goldberger achieved only middling
success in his Academy Award pre-
dictions over the years, he is much
better known for the especially ro-
bust and progressive breed of squir-
rels that bred in his backyard, many
of whom went on to achieve notable
stature in government, medicine,
sports and the arts.”

I decided right then to name them
“The Goldberger Squirrels,” and
vowed from here on to nurture their
civilization with a regular stipend of
peanuts. However, before turning
away to stare in utter quandary at
blank computer screen, I swore one
of the squirrels waved at me. I de-
cided he was the leader of these au-
gust rodents, and named him Dave
the Brave.

The days passed, and deadline
loomed…but still no picks. I grew
desperate, and remembered my ca-
sual encounter with a political wonk
some time back…a self-proclaimed
“fixer,” as he put it, who was happy to
arrange favors for the right patron-
age. While I feature myself above
such doings, it is, alas, telling that I
hadn’t discarded his card…crumpled
it as if to toss it, but never did. Oh dear
reader, the shame!

I phoned. “Not safe,” he said. “Text
me on my private, non-governmental
phone.” I did, and explained that if
the favor expected in return were
above board and not too compromis-
ing, I’d like to avail myself of his
resources…namely a list of the Os-
car winners.

“No problem, Mike,” came his re-
joinder, followed by the address just
across the river in Greater Dogpatch
where the picks had been cached in a
drainpipe. All I had to do was drive
over the bridge, snare the goods and
drive back.

I was heartened…but only momen-
tarily. In the afternoon, bad news
came across the radio. A huge traffic
jam, the likes of which had never
been seen before, had snarled mat-
ters on the span. I’d never get there
and back by press time. Curses!

I texted my, uh, contact, and cried
betrayal. “I don’t know what you’re
talking about,” came his response,
and continued, “…and even if I did,
I’d deny it…besides, something’s
come up….more important than ev-
eryday citizens like you. However,
even though I don’t know anything
about this incident, and don’t know
you very well at all, you can rest
assured I have your very best inter-
ests at heart. Besides, no one’s stop-
ping you.”

Despondent anew, I gazed out over
the yard where, to my surprise, I was
beckoned outside by Dave the Brave.
As I approached, he informed, “We
want to help.”

“You can talk?” I tremulously in-
quired.

“Only for the purposes of this ab-
surd political satire,” he replied, “but
thanks for the nuts. Give me the ad-
dress. I’ll get your picks.”

That dark evening, traversing util-

ity lines high above the gridlock
caused by the Great Traffic Study of
2013, Dave and a paw-picked retinue
of his intrepid hearties made their
way to the pickup spot and headed
home. But hark, like Pharaoh having
second thoughts, my deceitful go-
between dispatched his crew of fly-
ing monkeys to check the political
affiliation of any suspicious beings
attempting to cross the basically
unpassable bridge. (Subpoenaed tes-
timony later corroborated that an-
other critic had promised a bigger
favor)

But Dave was prepared. He said he
was tired from travel, and would ap-
preciate it if the monkeys would re-
lieve him of the heavy bag of bananas
he carried. He then added in garbled
tones that, as a squirrel, he unfortu-
nately wasn’t able to take part in the
political process. However, should
suffrage ever be granted his sub-or-
der, he’d surely support his boss’
administration.

Not detecting what Dave was con-
cealing in his cavernous cheeks, the
sentinel allowed the Goldberger
Squirrels to pass. Thus the origin of
an addendum the Goldberger Squir-
rels plan to annually incorporate in
their Passover celebration.

Though smeared a bit by squirrel
drool but nonetheless legible, fol-
lowing are the Oscar winners that
will be announced this Sunday
evening, March 2 when the Academy
Award festivities take place.

Best motion picture of the year:
“12 Years a Slave”- Brad Pitt, Dede
Gardner, Jeremy Kleiner, Steve
McQueen and Anthony Katagas, Pro-
ducers. 2. Performance by an actor
in a leading role: Matthew
McConaughey in “Dallas Buyers
Club.” 3. Performance by an actor
in a supporting role: Jared Leto in
“Dallas Buyers Club.” 4. Perfor-
mance by an actress in a leading
role: Sandra Bullock in “Gravity.” 5.
Performance by an actress in a sup-
porting role: Lupita Nyong’o in “12
Years a Slave.” 6. Achievement in
directing: “Gravity” -Alfonso
Cuarón. 7. Best animated feature
film of the year: “Frozen”- Chris
Buck, Jennifer Lee and Peter Del
Vecho. 8. Best foreign language film
of the year: “The Great Beauty” –
Italy. 9. Adapted screenplay: “12
Years a Slave”- Screenplay by John
Ridley. 10. Original screenplay:
“Her” -Written by Spike Jonze. 11.
Achievement in film editing: “Grav-
ity” -Alfonso Cuarón and Mark
Sanger. 12. Achievement in music
written for motion pictures (Origi-
nal score): “The Book Thief” -John
Williams. 13. Achievement in music
written for motion pictures (Origi-
nal song): “Ordinary Love” from
“Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom”
Music by Paul Hewson, Dave Evans,
Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen;
Lyric by Paul Hewson. 14. Achieve-
ment in cinematography: “Grav-
ity” -Emmanuel Lubezki. 15.
Achievement in costume design:
“American Hustle” -Michael
Wilkinson. 16. Best documentary
feature: “Cutie and the Boxer” -
Zachary Heinzerling and Lydia Dean
Pilcher. 17. Best documentary short
subject: “The Lady in Number 6:
Music Saved My Life” -Malcolm
Clarke and Nicholas Reed. 18.
Achievement in makeup and hair-
styling: “Dallas Buyers Club” -
Adruitha Lee and Robin Mathews.
19. Achievement in production de-
sign: “Her” -Production Design: K.K.
Barrett; Set Decoration: Gene
Serdena. 20. Best animated short
film: “Mr. Hublot”- Laurent Witz
and Alexandre Espigares. 21. Best
live action short film: “Helium” -
Anders Walter and Kim Magnusson.
22. Achievement in sound editing:
“Gravity”- Glenn Freemantle. 23.
Achievement in sound mixing:
“Gravity” -Skip Lievsay, Niv Adiri,
Christopher Benstead and Chris
Munro. 24. Achievement in visual
effects: “Gravity”- Tim Webber,
Chris Lawrence, Dave Shirk and Neil
Corbould.

OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFE TIME…Nikki and Makena Mugambi of Edison,
students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, enjoyed the weekend of a
lifetime and were watched by millions from around the world as they performed at
Super Bowl XLVIII at MetLife Stadium. Singing with the New Jersey Youth Chorus,
the Mugambi sisters accompanied Queen Latifah in “America the Beautiful.”

Hillcrest Academy
Participates in ‘Pathways’

SCOTCH PLAINS – In the fall of
2013, four  students from Hillcrest
Academy North, located in Scotch
Plains, kicked off the Union County
College’s (UCC) Pathways Program
by attending UCC during their senior
year, all passing math with a “B” aver-
age.

The UCC Pathways Program gets
students excited about college at an
earlier stage in their high school years,
giving them the opportunity to take
core classes towards their major the
following fall. “I’m excited because
we get a chance to still be in high
school, but get to see what the real
world is like,” says Natalie D., Hillcrest
North senior. “I’m excited to get a head
start on my future,” added Nicole R.,
Hillcrest North senior.

This spring, Hillcrest Academy North
will send 12 students and Hillcrest
Academy South, located in Westfield,

will begin sending 10 students, taking
either math or English, based on the
individual students’ need. Their overall
academic readiness was determined in
equal measure by the combination of
grade point averages, passing scores
on the high school proficiency assess-
ment, and personal career objectives.
Union County College staff provided
Accuplacer placement testing, which
provided immediate scores and aca-
demic advising. All participants will
simultaneously be responsible for main-
taining college level grades and course
work at Hillcrest Academy. The goal
for 2015 is for all interested Hillcrest
Academy seniors to attend UCC Path-
ways.

Hillcrest Academy North and South
are part of the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission. For more
information visit our website at
www.ucesc.org

WHS Students Selected For Regional Chorus

REGIONAL CHORUS…Westfield High School students were recently se-
lected to the 2014 Central Jersey Music Educators Association (CJMEA)
Region Choir. Those selected to the CJMEA Women’s Chorus, pictured front
row, left to right, are: Elizabeth Allen, Maddie Kevelson and Laura Surace
(missing from photo are Isabella Gelfand and Melanie Snyder). Members of
the CJMEA Mixed Chorus, pictured back row, left to right, are: Noah Bram,
Alex Cestero, Nick DePinto, Lucy Hale, and Katherine Ko. (Missing from
photo is Daniel Coehlo).

WESTFIELD — A total of 11
Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents have been accepted into the
2014 Central Jersey Music Educa-
tors Association (CJMEA) Region
Choir. Following an audition of ap-
proximately 600 students, the WHS
students were among 180 who were
selected to perform at Monroe
Township High School.

“I am so proud of all of the stu-
dents from the WHS choirs who
auditioned for the CJMEA Region
II Honor Choirs,” stated John

Brzozowski, WHS Vocal Music
teacher. “After attending the con-
certs of these prestigious Region
ensembles, I am always in awe of
the musicianship and quality of
sound that these high school stu-
dents are capable of. It is such a
good thing for the young singers to
have the opportunity to sing with
students from other schools in the
area, work with various choral con-
ductors, and be exposed to an ex-
pansive list of choral repertoire,”
he added.

WHS Brings  ’60s to Stage
With Anyone Can Whistle

SPRING MUSICAL…Assistant technical directors Hannah MacKenzie, top,
and Jack Venezia, right, build the set for Westfield High School’s spring musical,
Anyone Can Whistle, with scenic artist Roy Chambers, bottom right, and crew
member Sarah Morton, left. The show will run Thursday, through Saturday,
March 13, 14, 15.

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School will bring the style of the
1960s to the stage in its spring musi-
cal, Anyone Can Whistle, Stephen
Sondheim’s romantic comedy, which
opens Thursday, March 13. From
beehive hairdos to skinny ties, the
show echoes the look popularized by
the television show “Mad Men.”

But as anyone familiar with the
school’s innovative, award-winning
theater department might suspect,
there is a twist.

“The style of the show is like ‘Mad
Men’ meets Dr. Seuss,” said Alexa
Derman, a senior, who is the show’s
head of hair and makeup. Anyone
Can Whistle is a traditional musical
in a lot of ways, but it’s also over the
top and a little strange. We wanted
the look of the show to reflect that.”

Getting that “look” just right is the
job of the show’s technical crew,
which handles sets, costumes, hair,
makeup, props, lighting and sound.

This year, there are more than 60
students involved in the tech crew.
“We actually have more students
working behind the scenes than on
the stage,” said stage manager
Samantha Gruskin, also a senior.

Anyone Can Whistle tells the story
of small-town mayor Cora Hoover
Hooper, whose scheme to profit from
a local “miracle” is sidetracked by an
idealistic nurse, a charming doctor,
and “the Cookies,” patients of the
town’s mental hospital. The show
features many show-stopping songs
and large dance numbers.

All this action takes places on a
custom-built set that is not only col-
orful but innovative, with moveable
pieces that enable the scenes to change
in an instant – from a small-town
street to the interior of a hotel room.

The set was designed by Roy Cham-
bers, an art teacher at the high school,
and built by a team of students led by
assistant technical directors Hannah
MacKenzie and Jack Venezia, both se-
niors. A centerpiece of the set is a
“miracle” rock that flows water, which
has required the team to design and
build a hidden system of pipes that can
pump and re-circulate water on the stage.

The characters in Anyone Can Whistle
are meant to look like typical Americans
from the time period, but many – par-
ticularly the “cookies” – will draw their
looks from the colorful art of Roy
Lichtenstein.

That pop-art look is seen in the show’s
poster, which was done by graphic de-
signer senior Alex Palatucci. Her work
also includes the large banner that will
advertise the musical outside real estate
agency Coldwell Banker’s office on
North Avenue beginning this week.

The costume designer for Anyone
Can Whistle, sophomore Maddie
Kevelson, said many of the show’s
dresses are actual 1960s outfits ac-
quired from vintage clothing stores,
estate sales and local collectors who
were willing to loan their pieces to
the show.

Sophomore Ellie Smith, who is in
charge of props, also had to get cre-

ative to pull together her pieces. Her
props list includes everything from a
massage table to human-sized butter-
fly nets, which are being made out of
hula hoops and tulle netting.

Making everything, and everyone,
on stage look and sound good is the
job of the lighting and sound team.
The lighting is designed by Sharp
Edge Lighting Design of Hoboken,
with the assistance of student techni-
cal leaders Matt Binkowitz and Mary
Kate Miller.

This year’s production will make
use of a new light board, purchased
through a $2,000 gift from the
Westfield High School PTSO and a
$5,000 donation from the Westfield
Theatre Guild, a non-profit organiza-
tion that supports theatrical perfor-
mance at the high school.

“The new light board will improve
the quality of WHS shows, and it will
provide an excellent opportunity for
the tech crew to learn about modern
lighting technology,” said Matt. Do-
nations to the Westfield Theatre Guild
can be mailed to 651 Coleman Place,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Performances of Anyone Can
Whistle will be Thursday, March 13;
Friday, March 14; and Saturday,
March 15. All shows are at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $12 each and can be
purchased in advance at the web site
www.ShowTix4U.com until 3 p.m.
the day of the show.

Although tickets for WHS spring
musicals often sell out, any tickets
not sold in advance will be available
for sale at the door. Questions can be
emailed to
WHStickets@Westfieldnjk12.org.

In honor of the “cookies” that ap-
pear in the show, at each performance
one lucky audience member will win
a free tray of cookies, courtesy of
Bovella’s Bakery in Westfield.

Veterans are cordially invited to
attend the final dress rehearsal on
Wednesday, March 12, at 7:30 p.m.

WCP Fundraiser
To Feature

‘Eyes of the Wild’
WESTFIELD —  Come experi-

ence and take part in a  “Eyes of the
Wild,” a special Westfield Commu-
nity Players fundraiser on Saturday,
March 15, at 2 p.m. at the Westfield
Community Players Theater located
at 1000 North Avenue, Westfield.

This fundraiser will benefit
Westfield Community Players and
will feature small live animals —
some people are familiar with and
others not so familiar. Attendees will
learn about these animals habitats,
how they communicate, have the op-
portunity to get up close and personal
with them.

Tickets are $10 in advance and will
also be available at the door. Reserva-
tions are suggested. To purchase tick-
ets or for more information, call the
theater at (908) 232-1221.
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2013
STARLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 2-5
June 30-Aug. 1 
Mon - Fri   8:30 -12:30pm 
Dance, voice and acting 
Show: ALADDIN KIDS

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 6-9 
June 30-August 1  
Mon - Fri 8:30-12:30 plus
Afternoon Stage Craft Program Avail
Dance, voice and acting 
Show:SHREK THE MUSICAL

CENTER STAGE
Grades 9-12 by audition
June 30 to August 3 
Mon-Fri 12:30-5:30 
Dance, Voice, & Acting 
Auditions March 1-9th
Two fully staged shows: 
RENT & A ROAD TRIP

PCPAPINEDA CONSERVATORY

2014 ALL PROGRAMS HELD at:
CRANFORD DRAMATIC  CLUB THEATRE

 www.pinedaconservatory.com

Last season 
shows:

101 Dalmations
Little Mermaid
Guys & Dolls


