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Become Part Of The Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team.
At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions...Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKE A CHANCE...Ladies look over the silent auction items at the Congregation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains’ “Boardwalk
Empire” fundraiser featuring gambling and auctions held at the JCC of Central N.J. in Scotch Plains on Saturday night.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIG ROLLER...An attendee rolls the dice at the Congregation Beth Israel of
Scotch Plains’ “Boardwalk Empire” fundraiser featuring gambling and auctions
held at the JCC of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains on Saturday night.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLANNING AHEAD...The Cranford planning and zoning boards held a joint
workshop meeting on February 16, at which time Township Zoning Officer
Robert Hudak led a discussion about the role of the zoning board of adjustment
and the planning board. See story page 2.

Union County Receives
Rock Salt Orders

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Spring may be just
around the corner, but winter still
officially has three more weeks to go.
Thursday night at the Union County
Freeholders meeting, Union County
Director of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Joseph Graziano,
as of last Thursday said, “There is no
salt.” Mr. Graziano even visited the
Port Newark docks where he was told
that there was no salt. The winter of
2014 has been marked by snowstorm
after snowstorm, producing the short-
age of rock salt for New Jersey resi-
dents.

“This is the first time in 25 years
that the quarry in Springfield has
seen a shortage. The quarry can hold
150 tons up there,” Mr. Graziano
said.

However, as of Friday after the
meeting, Tina Casey, deputy director
of the Union County Office of Public
Information, said, “Union County
received a delivery yesterday. We
expect another delivery before the
end of today [Friday], with a third
delivery expected over the weekend.
That will bring our total on hand up to
1,000 tons by Monday. We also have
an order in for another 1,000 tons.”

Mr. Graziano and his crew were
praised by Freeholders for keeping
Union County roads clear and safe.

“Credit to Graziano for helping

our local roads and protecting our
county roads,” Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella said.

The county’s public works depart-
ment reported that there was 12,000
hours of overtime for combating
storm and icy conditions by workers
with $400,000 spent on overtime.

From the Department of Economic
Development, William Reyes, deputy
county manager/director, reported
that Somerville-based company,
Rencor, Inc. was the lowest bid to
replace the Raymond Avenue Bridge
in Plainfield in the amount of
$1,935,808. The freeholders are ex-
pected to award the contract at
tonight’s regular meeting.

“This is a grant that we applied for
in 2011, and now we are receiving
the funds,” County Engineer Tom
Mineo said.

Office of the Board of Elections
Administrator Dennis Kobitz said,
“Every year we are qualifying for
qualifications of printer, poll books
and voting authority slips from Do-
minion Voting Systems.”

Colorado-based company Domin-
ion was originally Sequoia. Domin-
ion provides licensing, maintenance
and support for the WinEDS 4.0 vot-
ing system. The board is expected to
vote at tonight’s regular meeting to
renew the contract for a period from
April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015 in
the amount of $20,000.

SP-F BOE Hears Parent Concerns
Over Brunner’s No Drop-Off Zone

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the start of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting, district parent Matt
Jukes of Fanwood addressed BOE
members regarding the lack of a drop-
off point for parents of children attend-
ing Brunner Elementary School, lo-
cated on Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

He said he felt conditions for parents
walking their children to school among
the large piles of snow or leaf debris
were unsafe and that it would serve the
school to have a “drop-off” area. He
noted that many other schools have this
in place for parents to pull up and let
their children out without having to try
and find parking.

Mr. Jukes noted that during the re-
cent snowstorms alone, Woodland Av-
enue in Fanwood looked like it had
about four or five inches of snow accu-
mulated on it, and that “it looked like it
had not been plowed at all.”

He added that he knew the school

had stated that it had “tried” to put a
drop-off point in place in the past but
had rescinded the plan, deeming it “un-
safe.” Mr. Jukes stated that a plan might
have to be thought out more with a
professional traffic planner or engi-
neer, and that it was worth looking at
again for the safety of everyone. He
noted that by trade he was a profes-
sional traffic engineer and that he
thought that talking to someone in the
trade would be beneficial to a potential
drop-off plan. He said that to the best of
his knowledge, advice from one had
not been solicited regarding the prior
plan. Other parents at the meeting
agreed.

According to the February newslet-
ter written for parents and posted on the
Brunner school district page, “Brunner
School does not have a drive-in drop-
off area.” It also states “please park on
the side streets in a legal manner and
walk your child on to and off school
property using the appropriate walk-
ways. Pick up and drop off for part-
time Pre-K can be challenging as well.
Please be considerate of parents with
young children when using visitor
spaces in front of the building.”

Board President Trip Whitehouse
said he thought revisiting the plan was
a good idea and that it would make a
good agenda item for the next meeting
of the shared-services committee, of

which board members Amy Winkler
and Warren McFall are members.

In other business, it was announced
that board members, along with Busi-
ness Administrator Deborah Saridaki,
currently were working on a transpor-
tation policy in which the district is
“crafting” a policy for possible sub-
scription passes for students. It was
noted that this policy would address
some issues which have come to light
in recent months due to bussing issues
for parents and students in the district.
The board is looking to address “sub-
scription bussing,” which would allow
seats to be bought on current buses that
are presently empty by those who miss
the eligibility requirements. Board
members announced that the policy
would be open for public input at up-
coming meetings.

Board member Nancy Bauer re-
ported that the middle-school curricu-
lum in mathematics is being updated.
She noted that the present 2005 pro-
gram does “not currently align with the
district’s common core plan.” She stated
that the new resources would cost the
district $95,000, which includes staff
training.

The next board meeting is scheduled
for tonight, February 27, at 7:30 p.m. in
the administration building on Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

Zoo Property Clean-Up Included
In Scotch Plains Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — This year’s
municipal budget proposal includes
funding to begin the process of
cleaning up the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property and turning it into a
passive park, a move that Mayor
Kevin Glover called a “very wel-
come step.”

The governing body on Tuesday
began its review of the 2014 mu-
nicipal budget submitted earlier this
month by Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis, which calls for a two-cent
increase in the municipal portion of
property taxes. Three budget re-
quests of three departments — pub-

lic works, engineering and parks
and recreation — were evaluated,
with the bulk of the three-and-a-
half-hour meeting devoted to rec-
reation expenditures. Included in
the proposal, said Recreation Di-
rector Ray Poerio, is $86,000 to
hire a soil contamination
remediation firm to remove several
areas of corrupted soil at the six-
acre zoo property and “make it us-
able” and “more aesthetically-
pleasing” by also removing debris
and detritus and, perhaps, develop-
ing a walking trail.

Mr. Poerio said a second phase,
hopefully to be implemented next
year, would address groundwater

issues at the property and adding
further enhancements. He said he
had spoken with members of the
group refurbishing the historic
Frazee House that sits at one end of
the zoo property and reported that
the group was “on board with this
plan.” Councilman William Vastine
called the zoo property project “fan-
tastic.”

The overall parks and recreation
budget is relatively flat, in keeping
with Mr. Giaimis’ directive to all
municipal department heads to keep
their expenditure requests “as flat
as possible,” given the various con-
straints — namely increased con-
tractual salary obligations and the
state-mandated levy cap — that he
had to work with. Mr. Giaimis’ bud-
get proposal, his first since taking
over as manager last summer, calls
for about $24.05 million in expen-
ditures, about $41,000 less than last
year. Total salaries will increase by
$491,000, with the vast bulk of that
due to negotiated contractual obli-
gations. About $2.7 million in sur-
plus funds would be used to offset
the need for a higher property-tax
rate.

During discussion of the recre-
ation budget, Councilwoman Col-
leen Gialanella asked why Mr.
Poerio had not requested more fund-
ing for his department in an effort
to offset some of the costs to resi-
dents for the department’s various
programs, especially its summer
camps. Mr. Poerio said he had
strived in recent years — in the
wake of severe budget cuts — to
have the programs be self-sufficient
and reliant on a user fee-based sys-
tem. But if the council decided to
underwrite more of the costs of the
programs and camps, “give me the
money, I’ll take it,” he said in half-
jest. But he also cautioned that fully
or even mostly funding recreation
programs so that residents would
pay little or nothing to take part
could pose a problem “if a future
council came in and did a ‘one-
eighty’” and cut that additional
funding. Then, the situation would
revert to its former structure, thus
causing confusion and problems.

He did tell Mrs. Gialanella that
the recreation commission would

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET TALK...The Scotch Plains governing body on Tuesday began its review of
the 2014 municipal budget submitted earlier this month by Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis, which calls for a two-cent increase in the municipal portion of property taxes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Rec. Considers
Forest Road Park Upgrades

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood’s Rec-
reation Commission heard from two
guests at Tuesday night’s meeting.

David Cella, director of public
engineering for ARH Engineers, the
firm that will work with Fanwood
on the Forest Road Park (FRP)
skateboard park was first, followed
by two representatives from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball
Association (SPFBA) who pre-
sented a proposal to replace the
FRP tennis courts with a tee-ball
field.

Mr. Cella explained that building
the skateboard park would involve
two contracts. First, a state contract
with an approved skateboard park
company to purchase prefabricated
concrete skate structures, and then
a second contract with an installer
who would join the structures to-
gether with additional concrete.

Although it may turn out that
public contracts law does not allow
vendor competition, commission-
ers considered how they might se- CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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lect a vendor if possible. They ques-
tioned whether it would be best to
solicit designs first, or to start by
choosing an array of prefabricated
structural units, based on pricing,
before asking for design ideas.

Commission Chairman Joe
Valente said factors outside the ex-
pertise of the commissioners — like
the distance needed between units
for acceleration —might make se-
lecting units better left to the pro-
fessionals. Commissioner Mike
Szuch countered that starting with
a few pre-selected units would have
the benefit of allowing commis-
sioners to compare plans “apples to
apples,” by keeping units equiva-
lent.

Another question was how to in-
corporate community input. Dif-
ferent communities of skaters will
use the park, those from in and out
of town, as well as those of differ-
ent generations. “Today’s 14 year
old is next day’s 19 year old, is a
whole ‘nother group,” observed
Commissioner Mike Kelly. Given


