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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
NEW VICE-CHAIRMAN...Allen Chin of Westfield takes the oath of office as
new vice-chairman of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority's (RVSA) Board of
Commissioners at the RVSA meeting on February 20.

friendly and less (Canadian) goose-
friendly.”

Asked to comment about a pro-
posal for a residential building at
Central Avenue and South Avenue
West containing 70 apartment units
for rent, the mayor said the owners of
the property “are a long way from
getting that approved.” Fifteen to 20
percent of the apartments would be
slotted to become low- to moderate-
income affordable housing units in
compliance with Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) regulations.

“What people have to understand
is that the way that property is zoned
now is that multi-family housing and
retail could be there,” he said, noting
that transit-oriented residential hous-
ing without retail would have less of
an impact on traffic. He said the idea
is to “try to find the right density
there to make it an attractive pro-
posal for the developer so they make
a very nice development, but at the
very same time minimizing the im-
pact on the area — minimizing the
impact on the roads and the schools
and making it attractive.”

Based on the current zoning, he said
the developer could build multi-family
housing and retail now if they wanted.

“We can’t stop it nor can we do spot
zoning...that’s just not allowed,” the
mayor said. “We can’t prevent devel-
opment, but we can try to control it
within the laws of the State of New
Jersey.”

He said the proposal would have to
go before the town’s planning board.

The mayor said NJ Transit’s one-
seat ride on the Raritan Valley Line
during off-peak hours beginning Mon-
day, March 3, “is a very, very important
first step and hopefully will lead to
more and more one-seat rides for our
residents.” NJ Transit will provide five
trains to and from Manhattan without
the need to switch trains at Newark.

“I am going to try to be on the first
train on March 3,” he said. He also
plans to invite town council members
to ride the first direct service train.

The Raritan Valley Line Coalition,
he said, will try to show the transit
agency that by adding trains at peak
hours, more commuters will ride the
Raritan trains at peak hours than the
other lines, which would have their
numbers of trains cut to make room
for Raritan Line trains because the
current transit tunnel to New York
City is at full capacity.

SCIENCE NIGHT…Over 200 students at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary
School participated in the first-ever McKinley Family Science Night – A
Science Wonderland. The family event, organized by McKinley parents
Andrea Marcus and Valeri Sewald, featured 25 exhibits and hands-on experi-
ments in the areas of science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). The
exhibits were run by parents and teachers in the McKinley community who
work in the science and technology fields. Pictured, left to right, students
Nathan Welsh, Max Owens and Nate Oberstein learn about surgical proce-
dures by performing “banana surgery.”
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zoning regulations.
During the public portion of the

meeting, Barbara Krauss of the Cran-
ford Tree Advisory Board asked the
committee to make sure that trees taken
down to build a new athletic field at
Union County College on Gallows Hill
Road would be replaced on a ratio of
three to one. She reminded the com-
mittee that trees absorb and hold mois-
ture. She also requested that snow re-
moval be mandatory at all crosswalks
and corners to avoid accidents, espe-
cially in areas where children are walk-
ing to school.

Planning board member Rita La
Brutto asked committee attorney Diane
Dabulas if the township’s appeal of the
judge’s ruling on the proposed
Birchwood development had been filed.
Ms. Dabulas said it had.
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SP-F BOE Hears Concerns
Over Brunner’s Drop-Off

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the start
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting, dis-
trict parent Matt Jukes of Fanwood
addressed BOE members regard-
ing the lack of a drop-off point for
parents of children attending
Brunner Elementary School, lo-
cated on Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

He said he felt conditions for par-
ents walking their children to school
among the large piles of snow or
leaf debris were unsafe and that it
would serve the school to have a
“drop-off” area. He noted that many
other schools have this in place for
parents to pull up and let their chil-
dren out without having to try and
find parking.

Mr. Jukes noted that during the
recent snowstorms alone, Woodland
Avenue in Fanwood looked like it
had about four or five inches of
snow accumulated on it, and that “it
looked like it had not been plowed
at all.”

He added that he knew the school
had stated that it had “tried” to put
a drop-off point in place in the past
but had rescinded the plan, deem-
ing it “unsafe.” Mr. Jukes stated
that a plan might have to be thought
out more with a professional traffic
planner or engineer, and that it was
worth looking at again for the safety
of everyone. He noted that by trade
he was a professional traffic engi-
neer and that he thought that talk-
ing to someone in the trade would
be beneficial to a potential drop-off
plan. He said that to the best of his
knowledge, advice from one had
not been solicited regarding the
prior plan. Other parents at the
meeting agreed.

According to the February news-
letter written for parents and posted
on the Brunner school district page,
“Brunner School does not have a
drive-in drop-off area.” It also states
“please park on the side streets in a
legal manner and walk your child
on to and off school property using
the appropriate walkways. Pick up
and drop off for part-time Pre-K
can be challenging as well. Please
be considerate of parents with
young children when using visitor
spaces in front of the building.”

Board President Trip Whitehouse
said he thought revisiting the plan
was a good idea and that it would
make a good agenda item for the
next meeting of the shared-services
committee, of which board mem-
bers Amy Winkler and Warren

McFall are members.
In other business, it was an-

nounced that board members, along
with Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki, currently were
working on a transportation policy
in which the district is “crafting” a
policy for possible subscription
passes for students. It was noted
that this policy would address some
issues which have come to light in
recent months due to bussing issues
for parents and students in the dis-
trict. The board is looking to ad-
dress “subscription bussing,” which
would allow seats to be bought on
current buses that are presently
empty by those who miss the eligi-
bility requirements. Board mem-
bers announced that the policy
would be open for public input at
upcoming meetings.

Board member Nancy Bauer re-
ported that the middle-school cur-
riculum in mathematics is being
updated. She noted that the present
2005 program does “not currently
align with the district’s common
core plan.” She stated that the new
resources would cost the district
$95,000, which includes staff train-
ing.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for tonight, February 27, at
7:30 p.m. in the administration
building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

Garwood Field Projected
For Completion in July
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The contractor build-
ing the Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
projected on Tuesday that the site
should be ready for use by mid-July,
more than a year behind schedule.

Flanagan Construction President
Robert Flanagan told the borough
council in workshop that the $3.2-
million project has lost more than
200 days due to weather and delays
related to hazardous soil removal.

“We have time built into the sched-
ule, we should be done before then,
but if the weather continues in the
cycle we’re having, we can’t guaran-
tee it,” Mr. Flanagan said.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt asked
about a July 15 final site cleanup, at-
tempting to pin down a date that
Garwood would be able to stage an
event at the south-side ball field.

“Don’t make it the 16th,” Mr.
Flanagan said to laughter throughout
the room.

Mr. Flanagan appeared before the
council, along with building archi-
tect Noel Musial of The Musial Group
and landscaping architect John Belle
of Kinsey Associates, to answer ques-
tions about the recreational project.
He told the council that he has been
exasperated by the delays.

“It’s been very frustrating for me,
because I’m the guy that’s writing the
checks out,” Mr. Flanagan said.

The start of the project was post-
poned by Hurricane Sandy, and the
removal of contaminated soil further
delayed the project, a halt that Mr.
Flanagan indicated had pushed the
venture into a second winter. He also
cited problems with power, water and
natural gas utilities.

Some of the remaining aspects,
such as installation of the synthetic
turf for the soccer field and the paint-
ing of the lines, or color-coding, of
the basketball court are temperature
sensitive. They can only be done
when it is known the temperature
will not drop below 50 degrees, even
at night, Mr. Flanagan said.

The roof on the clubhouse still must
be sealed, which is required before the
windows can be installed so the comple-
tion of the interior can be done.

“I’m really starting to get excited,”
Mr. Musial said. “It’s really starting to
look like something.”

The council also learned that six
“change orders” to the original con-
tract – such as removal of trees – have
been done. All were under $5,000 and
total less than $30,000. While they are
within the contingency budget, they
still must be approved by the council.

It also was learned that the recre-
ation committee is considering recom-
mending the installation of a security
camera system that would cost ap-
proximately $40,000.

The relative assurances of comple-
tion came despite Borough Attorney
Bob Renaud completing a council re-
quest to draw up a “request for pro-
posal” (RFP) seeking a construction/
project manager for the AFC. The
RFP has been issued and Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma is awaiting
responses.

The information came from a ques-
tion by Council President Ann Palmer,
who sounded unconvinced by the
project’s three principals. “I know we
received a great schedule from the
gentlemen this evening, but I’m be-
coming a pessimist,” she said.

In other matters, finance committee
chairwoman Sara Todisco said she
was unable to obtain an initial tax
impact figure for the next fiscal year’s
budget from the auditor.

“I did ask several times,” she said,
adding that the repeated snowstorms
have made it difficult to schedule meet-

ings among the finance committee
members. “I hope to have it by the
special budget meeting,” she said.

The council has scheduled an ex-
traordinary session on Thursday,
March 6, to discuss the spending
plan before the public.

The council approved assistance for
a “Garwood Rocks” street festival on
June 8 sponsored by the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC).

Chamber Vice-President Carol
Kearney, who owns Unique Cruise
and Travel in Garwood, sought the
okay for closing of streets and police
cooperation for the Center Street event,
which she said will feature live music,
a classic car show involving 75 to100
vehicles – including NASCAR stock
cars from a private collection – a pet-
ting zoo and “kid zone.”

The fair would be similar in some
respects to the annual spring and fall
events staged by Westfield, also spon-
sored by the GWACC, which repre-
sents Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fan-
wood, Mountainside and Garwood.

Ms. Kearney, who also serves as the
council’s business and industry repre-
sentative, said it has been at least a
decade since Garwood hosted such an
event.

The council also approved June 21
to 22 for the annual town-wide yard
sale and two dates for bulk garbage
pickup: June 23 and October 20. Per-
mits will be sold for $80 per house-
hold for 750 pounds.

And in other action, the council
unanimously authorized Police Chief
Bruce Underhill to purchase three new
Ford Explorer sport-utility vehicles to
replace existing vehicles within his
budget. The $76,940 cost will be spread
over three years and change the two-
year plan of replacing vehicles, begun
under his predecessor, to three years.

Another application by Mr. Mahoney
to subdivide property at 231 Elizabeth
Avenue into three conforming lots was
postponed. According to Board Chair-
man Vince Wilt, a lawsuit was filed
against the application and the board
cannot hear it until the court case is
resolved. About a dozen residents were
in attendance at the meeting to be heard
on the application, but left following
Mr. Wilt’s announcement.

An application by John A. Pinto
Family, LP to demolish a two-family
home and construct a 6,000-square-
foot office building with four apart-
ments above it at 802 South Avenue,
West was carried to the Monday, March
3 planning board meeting.
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Cranford Introduces
$775K Bond Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - The township com-
mittee introduced, 4 to 1, a three quar-
ters-of-a-million-dollar bond ordinance
Tuesday to complete the North Avenue
Station Plaza Pedestrian Safety Im-
provement Project and re-haul its park-
ing pay stations.

A state grant of $500,000 is expected
to be awarded to pay down the $600,000
allotted for the North Avenue Station
Plaza Pedestrian Safety Improvement
Project.

A half a million dollars of the bond
will be appropriated to replace the 26
existing parking pay stations in the
township, and add 18 pay stations. The
township was presented with two op-
tions for updating the pay stations — a
$276,753 option to replace the 26 sta-
tions and a $462,892 option to have 44
pay stations.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
opposed the ordinance, he told The
Westfield Leader, because “I am not
comfortable doing this until we adopt a
capital budget.” He said he was sup-
portive of replacing the pay stations
currently in the township, but adding
more is not a priority in his opinion. He
felt road resurfacing and plowing were
priorities over adding more pay sta-
tions. He also said any revenue gener-
ated from parking fees should be fun-
neled to road resurfacing and other like
expenses and not be deposited into the
general fund.

The committee also introduced a
resolution, 4 to 1, with Commissioner
Hannen voting against, to award Florio,
Perrucci, Steinhardt, & Fader as the
law office to provide affordable-hous-
ing legal services for the township.
Superior Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal
ordered the township to implement an
affordable-housing plan.

Resident Rita La Brutto voiced her
opinion against hiring the law firm.

Attorney Phil Morin, who is em-
ployed by Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt,
& Fader, and who is a former township
attorney, represented the township in
the Birchwood hearings that resulted in
Judge Chrystal’s order for an afford-
able-housing plan and her judgment in
favor of the builder, Cranford Develop-
ment Associates, which proposes a
housing complex on Birchwood Av-
enue.

Ms. La Brutto argued that the town-
ship has 37 affordable-housing credits
that are unfulfilled and she said Mr.
Morin had failed to communicate that

to the planning board.
As part of the ongoing appeal of

Judge Chrystal’s findings, Township
Attorney Diane Dabulas said the town-
ship filed an appellate brief Monday
and Cranford Development Associates
has cross appealed.

In response to a resident’s complaint
of her neighbor playing music loudly
with intent to harass her family after
she and her husband opposed the
neighbor’s request for a variance to
construct a privacy fence, the commit-
tee introduced an ordinance to add a
section to its Peace and Good Order
legislature. The ordinance states that
noise cannot be heard by a neighbor
between the hours of 10 p.m. and 8 a.m.
It also states that sound amplified to
harass a person on nearby properties is
not allowed at any time.

Resident Rachael Watson made a
comment to the committee commend-
ing the governing body for introducing
the ordinance; however, she did not
agree with the time stipulation and said
she felt it should be upheld at all times.
She suggested people be made to get
permits to play loud music, and such.

Mayor Andis Kalnins said, “I be-
lieve the ordinance addresses harass-
ing as it doesn’t have a time. We did try
to find a balance with rights for people
to have social gatherings.”

Union County College (UCC) plans
to construct an athletic field in the
back lot area near the border of
Westfield. Tree Advisory Board Com-
mittee member Barbara Krause said
the board met with UCC Tuesday and,
“We hit a double.” The township engi-
neering department sent a letter to
UCC requesting it abide by the
township’s tree replacement and flood
regulations. “They did indicate they
would cooperate,” Mrs. Krause said.
There is approximately 4.3 acres of
wooded area being removed for this
project, according to the engineer’s
letter.

The committee authorized the ap-
pointment of Wesley Ditzel, III as a
firefighter within the Cranford Fire
Department, effective Saturday, March
1, to fill an opening in the department.
He is a third-generation firefighter.

Julie Murphy was appointed as an
associate member to the Historic Pres-
ervation Advisory Board with a term
ending December 31, 2014.

The Crane-Phillips House was des-
ignated a Cranford Historic Landmark
with a final reading of the ordinance
establishing this designation.
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Monday, April 21.

The audience received a presen-
tation on the district’s IMovie En-
richment program. Four students
presented documentary films,
which they created with assistance
from Holly Loffredo. The students
used iPads to collect information,
input still images and create films.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky presented certificates of
recognition to six students who par-
ticipated in the Elks’ Hoop Shoot
program. The program is a national
free throw contest that provides chil-
dren between the ages of 8 and 13
with an opportunity to compete, con-
nect and succeed through hard work
and healthy competition. The six
students, Connor Tracy, Jiylan
Moorman, Ryan Diskin, Gianna
Ciccimarra, Nick Gamboa and Jes-
sica Roland, scored the highest in
their age range and moved onto the
District Level Hoop Shoot.

The board’s next meeting will be
Thursday, March 13.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME ABOARD...The Cranford Township Committee congratulates
Wesley Ditzel, III  after his appointment as a firefighter within the Cranford Fire
Department, effective Saturday, March 1. He is a third-generation firefighter.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NUTRITION MONTH…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, left, presents a
proclamation to ShopRite registered nutritionist Heather Marino declaring
March National Nutrition Month.


