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COUGARS OBLACHINSKI NETS 17 PTs, GRABS 15 RBs; TROTTER 9 PTs, RAIDER RAMOS 11 PTs

Cougars Hustle Past Raiders in UCT Boys Basketball, 53-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense was more effective for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team than
it had been in the previous two
meetings with Cranford, but the
10th-seeded Cougars took con-
trol of the boards and used quick
passing techniques to come up
with a 53-39 victory in the pre-
liminary round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford
on February 15.

“They definitely improved from
the other two times we played
them. We got some shots. They
didn’t knock some shots down,
which helped us. We didn’t de-
fend as well as we should have.
We were able to capitalize on
some turnovers, get a lead and
then hang on,” Cougar Head

Coach Ryan Huber said.
Senior John Oblachinski be-

came the primary master of the
boards with 15 rebounds, a pair
of blocked shots, a tipped pass
that led to a steal and also led all
scorers with 17 points.

“This is the county tournament.
Everybody comes to play. This is
what we play for. This is where
we get bragging rights for the
whole year. They played well.
We just happened to play better
today and we got the win,”
Oblachinski said.

“He’s a physical kid. He’s un-
dersized with everybody we play,
but he battles with everybody.
Georgetown’s getting a great one
right there,” Coach Huber said of
Oblachinski.

Leo Ramos led the 9-13 Raid-
ers with 11 points, including a

pair of three pointers in the first
quarter that the 10-8 Cougars
won, 14-9. Andrew Voysest
struck for seven second-half
points and added two assists.
Chris Lisojo had three steals and
three rebounds. Josh Acosta and
Dan Lopez each had five points,
while Devon Glover and Quaryee
Bull each netted four points. Jack
Poillon (3 rebounds) had one
point, Chris Gibbons (2 steals)
had two points and Emendo Tho-
mas pulled four rebounds.

The Cougars’ quick, crosscourt
passing did, however, manage
to keep the Raiders’ defense off-
balance, especially in the first
and fourth quarters.

“Definitely! We were trying to
push the ball up the floor like we
did the other times against them.
When we do, we get open lay-

ups and we are able to move the
ball pretty well up court,”
Oblachinski said. “The guards did
a good job today securing the
ball and not giving up a lot of
turnovers. We played a good
game.”

“It all starts really with Jack
McCaffrey. He’s a sneaky type
player. He gets the ball. He gets
into the passing lanes, especially
against the zone. He finds open-
ings fast. He’s a very athletic kid.
He really starts it all defensively
for us, and that’s where it led to
a long run on offense,” Coach
Huber said.

McCaffrey finished with eight
points, while Tommy Trotter (9
points) and Luke Christiano (4
points, 5 rebounds) led the team
with five assists each. Mike
Guarriello netted eight points and

six rebounds and Cameron Kutzer
sank five points.

“Coach Huber stresses the
teamwork with everyone pass-
ing. We don’t go one-on-one. We
find the open guy and we get him
the ball, so they do a good job
getting everyone the ball and
getting a lot of assists,”
Oblachinski said.

After Ramos scored six of his
points in the first quarter and
Trotter sank seven to give the
Cougars a 14-9 lead, both de-
fenses got stingy in the 7-2 sec-
ond quarter that made the half-
time score, 21-11.

Kutzer scored all five of his
points in the third quarter and
Oblachinski sank four, while
Glover hit for four as the Cou-
gars’ lead stretched only one
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